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SHINOBI ^ 
- PLAY IT NOW! 



W 



On the brilliant birthday cover cassette., 
SHINOBI - special fully playable mission! 
DATA CREATOR - Basic from nowhere! 
WORDSEARCH - pleasing puzzler! 
SELF-DESTRUCT - hilarious practical joke 
DALEKS - classic CPC fun! 
EASISHEET- complete spreadsheet! 
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batman rX;.;: 1 

as elusive as a dream. High 
above the seamy streets of 
\ GOTHAM, he is a criminal's 
^ nightmare. The only hope for a 
desperate city - BATMAN. 



■ 




AMSTRAD 



SPECTRUM 



ATARI ST 



AMIGA 



£9.99 £9.99 £19.99 £24.99 



COMMODORE 



SPECTRUM 



ATARI ST 



AMIGA 
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FRONT END 



NEWSLETTERS 



11 
14 



All the CPC news and previews 

REACTION 



Once more into the postbag dear friends. .. 
Readers' letters on all matters CPC 

EMMA BROADLEY 

Will you please welcome the lady who makes 
Renegade look like Skweek... No? Oh please yourself. 
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CPC USES^HARD WARE* PROG RAMMING — 

f THE AA COVER 
TAPE! 

Boy, have we a cover cassette for voui We have a MAJOR 
Amstrad exclusive in the form ot Virgin Master Ironies 
conversion of the brilliant coin-op Shinobi, and a veritable 
TON or other utilities and entertainment - 
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THE ACTION BEGINS ON 48! 



i THE VERY BEST IN CPC ENTERTAINMENT. 



LASER SQUAD 




LICENCE TO KILL 



Dora ark's word is their Bond... 
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THE LOOK 

Oh my goodness me it's a graphics series 1 

NEVER A CROSSWORD 

World s best CPC mag (7.6) reviews crossword prog 
KING OF PRINTERS 

Whew, and wc s<iif2 we were giving it away? Must be mad 1 

MICE AND EASY DOES iT 

Resident rodent expert PAT "The Cat" McO. sorts em out 

FORUM 

Page after page of hints r tips and problem solving. 



Many mora to come! 



Surely it cant beam bfrthdif ilmdjrf It iwms only a few months 
unCTwewwceltfaffilmg AA* third yw Now, i whole tlmnibi 
taut oa tan w e ire ! And &s we bud out o< tbf n ppondtr 'ikw* 
period olsoiiuiiaiiiri 

tto^tldap tie looking much better than aiiyo«ci^t^ F^ctrt 
SadttVi tanvKi Iff doc ill (pood newt* Alter font 17 tausi in boute 

tttfbnvrakDomhow 

T*ctafc^ Editor exttwrt^ 

shall mto hiia tod rm sura you wUl too 
On a happier note, met inorth tiM tta 

arrttiJ of the new Technical Editor, whom we 

shall be showing olf proudly mm month - 

stay iHWil 





ffOCKSTAft 

Codemastere' Ate My Hamst&T simulator 




mm AHA JONES 

US Gold whip up the hysteria,., 




MATCH REPORT 

Two AA f ootie fans recall a great day out at Wembley. 

FIRST EDITION 

Our DTP series continues apace. 

DAY IN THE LIFE 

A Judge offers his verdict on the CPC 

HEAR, HEAR! 

Lei's hear it for the CPC beginner's tutorial 

THE PILGRIM IS 



THEM FOURTH 
BIRTHDAY MEGA- 
COMPETITION! 

We have lined up what we believe to be the biggest ever 
CPC competit ion. For hea ven s sake, dont miss out' 




FIRST EDITION 

Read all about it. write your own fanzine, read all about it 1 

TYRE INS 

Let your fingers do the walking to programmer's nirvana, 

INSIDE OUT 

STUART McCOLLS CPC conducted tour comes to an end. 
CHEAT MODE 

A five page special, including THE ELITE CLUB' 

INSIDER DEALING 

Hackers hacker PHIL HOWARD mucks about some more. 

HELP LINE 

Stuck? Here's the place to head for help! 



oo 



By popular demand, three pages of adventuring' 



BUYERS GUIDE 

You'd be mad to buy bofore you check it out he to 

Q5 SPECIAL OFFERS 

Pssi! Just don't ask how we can afford to sell so cheap 1 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 



from M.J.C. SUPPLIES 




DISC GAMES 



3D Pool ~ t 

CSvrwiatof 

Obiiterator » T , ril r-1 rmi rn r- 

Tfme and Magic 

Lancelot , , 

Forgotten W6rKfc««- * 

S* Worm 

ftbots . 

Skweek 

Emiyn Hughes hitefnabonai Soccer 

Time Scanner 

Rer>egade I .. 

Vir»dicatof5 (by DomarW 

Running Mar 

Lcence To Ki 

Rtck Dangerous 

Supreme Soccer ChaBenge 
Jht Story SO Far 
niwKterturds 
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1195 
.12 95 
.11.95 
.11.95 
.14.95 
.12.95 
12.95 
12 95 
.12.95 
.1195 
.12.95 
.11.95 
.12.95 
11.95 
1195 
11.95 
1295 
1195 
.1195 



WL SPECIAL 

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 
RRP 14.99 OURS 10.95 
OFFER ENDS 30tti SEPTEMBER 



COR NIX SOFTWARE 

CARD INDEX: Fas^ to use ting Sysleffi 
CASS: 19.95 
DtSC; 24.95 

SIMPLE ACCOUNTS: easy to use 
accounts »desJ for small bu sines & 
includes VAT. CASS; 34 95 
□ISC: 39,95 

JOB ESTIMATOR: uselur tool for con- 
tracts. DISC: 39.95 

PRODUCT COSTING: DISC 39 95 Ful 

specificabons on aM of the above pro- 
gi am* on request. 



EDUCATION 



Animal Veg. Mineral 11.95 

Answerback Junior Quiz 1 1.95 

Factfte Anthme&c 7.95 

Facrfite SDdmg 7-95 

FlCtfto Sports 7.95 

Fun School for 2 5 year s 7.95 

Fun ScfwJ for years 7.95 

Fun School for M2 7.95 

Fun School Z for under S yrs ,...9-95 

Fun School 2 for frB yrs.. 9,95 

Tun School 2 for over B yis ... , 9 95 

World Wise 1 1.95 

German Master ( I 2 to adurtj 1 6 95 

French Mistress [12 to aduW 16.95 

Spanish Tutor U2 to dduR} 16.95 

Kalian Tutor (12 tcarjuit) . .16-95 



Not*: FacffHes are question packs only 
and require the Answerback Junior Quiz. 



DISC SERIOUS 



17.95 

Prospefl . . * ... 16.95 

Ftamerfe ,16.95 

Amor Filer IB. 95 

Amor Office Suite .„„„„ 26.95 

TatwonJ 6128 - 

— . — P 1950 

TasoeS - - - - 12.95 



Taspnrtt 10.95 

Taseopy 10.95 

Tasdiary 10.95 

Tassign 6128. 23.95 

Quattto Ptu* vflftlon Z 14.95 

OuaMas fact Library — 11,95 

quamas CPM + utitioes Disk S.95 

Fre nch M i stress -.-,,.,-.,-.„„,.,,„„. 16-95 

German Master ...16.95 

Sparush Tutor 16.95 

Kalian Tutor 16.95 

Masterfite III Database „ m „ + .„.„29.95 

Masiercalc 128 ..25 95 

Mrint Spreadsheet Pbs 29 95 

StOO Press Desktop Publishing 29.95 

Extra Extra i 19 95 

Maxam (Assembler/Diss) ....IB. 95 

Poke Easy Plus 14 95 

Mini Office II --- T « T h+i##**Mi-i*i+M+s+*+-'-lT3.55 

ftodos Elba Dr* . . ....... — 

Advanced Art Studio 1995 

Stockmarket....,., 25 .95 



CPM BASED 



At Last Pius... 29 95 

Superb 2 44.95 

Arnor C Compter ,.39.95 

MaxarmM 3995 

Fortran , 39.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Hisofl Devpac 80 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80... 39.95 

HisoftCCorwter,. 39.95 

Lanfcey 2 Finger Typings,.*... 19.95 

iajikey C*ash Course 19.95 



MJC_£EECJflL 

PrfliextCPM including 

RRP £59 95 OURS £39 95 



CASSETTE BASED 



Mini Officii 9,95 

Ma*a/Ti 464 iiiLi. 15.95 

Pretext 464 1595 

Taswd464- 15 95 

Answerback JNR Qfjfe fi.95 



ACCESSORIES 



AMX Moii&a + InlGrfaCt' Only 34 95 

Printer Lead 1M. „.„,„„„ .8.95 

Pinter Lead 1-5M. 

Pri*lwL6ad2.0M.... aJ 10.95 

3" D*sc Cleaner „.,„ 6.95 

Amsfrard Imarfac* , 55.95 

Mora Screen fifter,,. 12.96 

Colour Screen finer 14.95 

Comp Pro 50O0 joystick 13.95 

Qufcfcshot Turbo joystn* . .11.95 

Cruiser joystick 9 95 

464 Monitor est Leads „.„ 6 95 

6128 Monitor ex; Leads J7 95 

lOOOFanfoki Labels .6.95 

Second Drive Lead 7.95 

AMX Mouse + An Software.. .49.35 

AMX Mouse + Slop Press. 54.95 

464 Dost Cover (monottoi) „ 7.95 

61 2a Dust Cover (rnono/col) F ... 7 95 

m 5 1 *' mKteMM 101 #A*m\ 1 59 95 

KOSSBit Prim Port.., 18.95 

DKTK Memory Expansion. 45 95 



RIBBONS 

Quantity 
Primer i 2 5 

DM P 2000- 21 GO 3 50 . 6.00 U 00 

Panasonic lOB&i 081 .3.95 ...7 DO tftOO 
Citizen 120O .. 3.95 . .7 CK3 I & 00 

Star LCtO.:filacK> w _4*_7.00. ■ -15.00 
Mica- P165,'?00 ..4.95 5 00 1&.00 

Slar LC 1 0 Cotour , 5.95 . 1 1 .00 - 

CFZ Disc ;AmsolE Mapelli 



PLEASE CALL 
FOR ftVAHABlLlTV 



10 
lor 

en 55 



BOOKS MANUALS 



Adv Amstrad Graphics .... 
Mastering Machine Gdd@ . 
Progr am rrt ng ttieZSO ...... 



795 

ass 

.19.95 



ROM BASED 



Protesct....„.... Tr .. m „,„. 11 rn-iT 1 --'""' ■■■■■ 

.27.95 

Prosp^l ■- 1. 22 95 

Promerge+ 23.95 

Maxam . — . . ■ . .....27.95 

Maxam 1.5 ...20.95 

Utopia ....£0.95 

BCPL.,...r r *f.id+fe*4H .....21 .95 

Rofte * __.___ p .~28l9S 

Cage Rom (stale which I Face) .....31.95 
Romto{irl purchased with Rom .23.95 
KDS Rom Board (HoWs 6). ....24.95 



ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT n POSTAGE S PACKING IN THE U.K. 
THE ABOVE SOFTWARE IS ONLV FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC RANGE 



Quail Pack Version 2 

The Priftf Enhancefftent Package 
New (Jualrtas Plus version 2 
KDS 8 Bit Pr-nter ^or. 
R R P £36 90 
Package Price £34.95 

Qua It Pack Extra Version 2 

As above pigs new Qvsfatas font library 
R R P £51.85 
Package Price £44.50 



COLOUR GRAPHICS 

Al last it is possible to get colour screen 
aVnos from a 6128! 

COLOUR DUMP 2 s wdte exclusively 
from W.J C Supplier and will a*e a standafd 
SOmi fie from Advanced Art Studio Or 

treated wffr AMX Art. and print t out m hi 
colour onaStar LClOtjfrur pprmter. You 
choose winch colours on paper, represent 
winch nks on screen fur tutdl comrol anrj van- 
atwn. works on Epson compatfiles inc. 
DMP 20OO/21S0 with cnJonred rfcbOn$. 

COLOUR EXJMP 2- £12.95 
ADVANCED ART STUDIO - £19 95 

Al Star LCI 0 colour orders before 10th 
September fust £2 H 9K v • ^Ajf 



PRINTERS 



- - HELD 



All printers ltS1#d have A ttn fA4j C*f~ 
?ia$#. *jT Eps&i ccmp^tUjie, and 1 feature 
friction tractor teed m&Cfrentsms tOf 
continuous w irJigre sneet paper. Ait 
prices mclude- jn* n#«s**r|f C9t>ie 

CTT IZ 6N I2f> 0 

Cheap Epson FX-SO COmpai*% Q'v-^Q A 
taflQe oi te^t was and etf«*5 m drat! 
Umiled Ultt and HlMti rfi NL.Q 

PANA S ONI C KXP-1M 1 

Orlers m 1N« d?3*t jtxhJe texE Oi [he 
D.W P 21 60 &u1 is tsener buill m&fH reliable, 
and aflera N L 0 m aH szes and eff#«5. lor 

qsnfy £10 00 W HHotily fecomnwided 

SI ^RLC-10 

^ bu r ^ at - *5 the Parji^.c 
Has to^ H.L Q. ton& <iypetec«J. m comftffia.- 
tion with ail %\zn and efiecfe. Mew is* pnea? 

ma>^e§. it wall worth CDnsirJarng 

STAB COLOUR 

All mo loaiurasot tna LC 10 out wnn a seven 
Cffliour opton tor KftHj^tuMeirt ByOowan' 
cok>ur s p iph.« piease ca!l r=rsi aovta 
C2U95 

STAR LC2^UJ 

24 pin version tfl Che LC-tC. Has 5 6*ce «m 
letSer en r N r c -^[ r w r ait s je&ar-<a 

en#c:& Two *nra aflect. outirne and s^Ktow 
are a^so fealuwj Good vaJoe 



Overseas Orders Wtetoom© ■ Please wnt& for details 
WE ARE NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER, OUR POLICY IS TO PROVIDE THE WOEST RANGE AT 
DtSCOUNT PRICES WITH A FAST TURN AROUND TIME - TRY OUR SERVICES WITH CONFIDENCE 

CALLERS WELCOME: Mon-Fri 9 to 5 Sat 10 to 4 

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES POs TO: 




■J.C SUPPLIES, (AA) gg 

40a Queen Street, Hitch in, Herts. SG4 9TS. 
Tel: (0462) 32897/420847 or 421415 for enquiries/Credit Card orders 

Pnjpngto?_jj_J^Co 





releases... updates... previews... new releases... updates... previews... new 



Enhancements all round! 



To bring Lo a successful close a 
summer that has beer, an excep 
tionally active period for the CPC 
companies are hastening to release 
substantially upgtaded versions of 
best selling utilises and programs 

Swift Software have taken 
Fandora (the games creating aid) 
up to version 1 01 Manager Robin 
Nixon was very happy about his 
product's success. 

"We've sold 
between €00 and 70Q 
copies." he claimed, 
"and feedback has 
been very encourag- 
ing indeed With our 
help Lots of people 
have had been able 
to solve serious prob- 
lems with prog jams." 

Sound judgment 

So what does the 
new version contain? ^We had one 
or two people who told us about 
some manor bugs - there was quite 
a nasty one in the scroll routines, 
for instance Users aiso mentioned 
many improvements to the original 
program, and naturally we were 
glad to incorporate those." 

In fact, the new Pandora can 
handle saving out sound envelopes 
(tone or volume) as separate data 
blocks, rather than depending on 




# P^ndara is gelling belli* m the 
[ime. while Speech g* ts an tncp't 

e lh& L tfi off your Micro 

you saving the whole lot 
Is allows access to the 
stack for variables, loops 
PEEKing and POKEmg 
memory and running 
your own machine code 
loutmes too 

Uphill struggle 

Swift are also working hard to 
improve the distribution of Pando 
ra, "We're still trying to get distri- 
bution of the program into the 
shops.' explained Rohm "but 
quite frankly it s an uphill struggle 
I can however say tf:as Pandora 
will almost certainly be available 
through WH Smiths' Home Com- 
puter Club by the New Year " 

The version of Pandora avail 
able then, Version 2, will incorpo 
rate extras such as music creators 



and sequencing, envelope editors, 
new sprite handling and intelligent 
compilation, so that memory is 
used as efficiently as possible For 
existing users the price of upgrad- 
ing (from VI .00 to Vt 01 or when 
available, V2 00) is C4 95 Swift are 
on "061 477 B405 
• SvM have recently acquired 



the rights to sell Speech 1 , the fun 
program thai Sets your CPC speak 
up for uselt in pure English On 
lop of this is a tutorial, and a utili- 
ty to sp*ak oul A sen files - ail for 
a mere £4 95 on tape and £7 95 on 
disk 

• And SwtU s £30 Keyword uniiry if 
reviewed m this mite on p. 20 




New look Prestel and Brunword 



Preste] and its micro computer special inter 
est group Micronei 800 have acquired a much 
improved electronic mailbox facility - mostly 
as a result of protest over The original system, 

Rather than just sending one mailbox 
frame to one person whose identity number 
you must know, you can now send five frames 
to up to 12 people at a time You will be 
informed when the mailbox is read, and 
there's a notepad area which lew you edit and 
store mailboxes 

Perhaps most useful of all is the directory, 
which lets you find out details of other Prestel 
customers, which cm he i somatically cap- 



HICRDHET <e:> 



3 n»#i KQplt 



Ad 



• Prislel goes Irarn slrenqih to slrenglh 



lured for addressing your electronic mail 

This all costs - naturally Ip pec usage of 
mailbox, plus 4p for receiving a pre-addreased 
mailbox Advertising and promotional mes- 
sages cost 20p pei time foi mailshots And of 
course there are the dreadful VAT charges on 
top of that 

# B running Softwares Brunword Elite is current 
ly undergoing fine pre-release tuning "We have 
no doubt that when it is released it will be very 
well received, predicted Peter Brimmng conli 
dently. 

Wean while Bmn ning's 100 letters utility for 
fn/oscripi is reviewed in this issue on p 20 
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Star pins its hopes on new models 



The second biggest importer of pnnEGis wlO ttw UK 
EE hat "second ' must hurl} ts making a bid for the low 
cost end of the primer market. 

Star's excellent LC24-10 (reviewed in AAVt) has 
been led need by El 00 to £299, and an LC24-10 with 
a carnage wide enough id take A3 size paper 
(labelled the LC24-U>i l;;i! : ; teen introduced at £499. 

Furthermoie a new intermediate printer 
between the LC10 colour and the LC24-10 is on its 
way. Known as the Star LCI 5. it costs £399 and has 
a wide carnage 

It also has the unconventional feature of the" 
paper feeding through the bottom of the printer, 
which means that it taJses up less space than a nor 
mal printer. Finally, the LC10 is eo be updated to the 
LCtO If. mantis the eolout option but with a 20% 
fastei printing rate. It costs £229. 

Discuss your needs with Star on ^ 01 840 1H00. 




• We're going lo make you 3 
Slar... 



44 lines up massive 
Shopper spree! 

t AA has joined forces with 
mighty Database to organise 
d grew competition to publi- 
cise The Computet Stopper 
Show which opens at 
Alexander Palace on 
Wednesday Novetnbei 22nd 
The lucky winner will be 
given a sboppmg trolley, a 
rcap o{ the C PC exhihiiots 
and f-ve minutes in which to 
giab as much as possible 1 

CPC exhibitors already 
pledged to support the 
show and the competition 
include famous names such 
as Amstrari Database them- 
selves (of course''. Rombo 
Produces. Computet Man- 
uals. Kernpston Data and Tynesoft D:hei& less weil known. suds as A&5 Distabu* 
lion, Al Computer Supplies 3 Bytes, CaspeU Computer Services Computer StoTe, 
Graft Vent, Mar.or Court Supplies and Margin Maker will all be there as part of 
what it is claimed win be "the biggest Amstrad show ever.' 

So get into training, and be suie :o giab a copy of next month's AA r 




• Get out of your lrolley in tire AA Shopper compel in pi' 



Lifetime drive 
arrives for CPC 

The Miles Gordon Tedinology "Lifetime* dnve is now available to 
the public By merely setting a few dip switches to a different con- 
figuration, you can plug it into neajly every disk based rmcrocom 
puter on the market 

The Lifetime Dnve costs £129 95. but to this must be added the 
cable for the CPC which is £16 50 Then you need a second drive 
operating system, such as Ramdos from KDS (tK)4S53 2076) or 
Rodos from Romantic Robot (*Qi 200 3670), bumping up the price 
by another £20 to £30 

The Lifetime Drive also 
fits the BBC. QL, PEus D, Dis- 
ciple Spectrum Interface. ST 
Amiga, [BM PC. Spectrum +3 
and for all we know your 
dad's old Austin 40, 

Miles Gordon Technology 

are on "0792 791100 

• Watch out for the full and 

definitive CPC review in next 

month s AA. and a com petition 

to win one all lor yourself 1 

i AN together now: jtnd ntxt month 




r Op; for the best? 

It's called Operation Gunship - and that s about all 
we can tell you until the full review next month 

We an reveal that it s by the sell styled 
fastens" Oliver Twins, the team behind Biny, 
Measure island Dizzy Fast Food r Arfvancsd Pin- 
tall Sim. flace Against Time, Ghosifiuntm.. 
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AMSCENE 



The Edge: close 
to The Punisher 



mi 



The Pumsher is coming r Yes folks the he- 
man w.ih the taste lot ultra v.c^ia Wd 
tjce blasts his way onto the CPC around 
Christmas. After almost a year of negotia- 
tions The Edge have managed to capture the 
iscence to produce Marvel Comics characters 
in computer game form 

Puncher, also to fea- 
ture m a movie 
starring He Man 
meaihead Dolph 
Ludgren, is the new 
Marvel sensau?;i 
Tooled up with an 
Uzi machine pistol 
and a weapons 
laden battle van. his 
mission is the elimi- 
nation ol oiganssed 
crime, 

He looks the ideal 
game character 
light on con versa - 



■ Who's 6ad' > The 
usher wams 1& know.. 




won and heavy 
on action* thick J 
as a brick but 
twice as 
cough, 

The Edge have also^ 
acquired rights to create a game 
around the The Uncanny X-Afen Led by cult 
hero Wolverine, three games are planned 
around the adventures of the mutant/super 
hero band The X-Men are the biggest selling 
Marvel title and The Edge are predictably 
banging the gong. 

'You name the Marvel character," chal- 
lenged an Edge spokesperson, "and we piol> 
ably have a game planned r (OK what 
aixjut lockjaw* - ed \ That's not lo say The 
Edge don't recognise the dangers of quick 
buck" licence abuse- "We're not doing either 
a Spider man or a Hulk game tor a while, 
because there have been some appalling 
kick em ups based on these characters that 
should kill them off for quite some Ume r 



\Eeioes: sequel promised 

I H&roes of the Lance, US Gold's Advanced Dun- 
aeons and Dragons bash em- up , is claimed to 
have passed the 150.000 sales mark Now 
things are once again stirring in the mythical 
world oi Knrm tor The Dragons of Flame is, as 
they say, Coming Soon to your CPC, 

Much more than a sequel (more a way of 
life), Dragons promises even higher levels of 
role playing, with added features such as extra 
magic, more monsters, wilderness mapping 
and three tasks to be completed m a time limit 
set by yourself Predicted launch date is late 
November, but after the epic saga of delays on 
Heroes, beating the time limit set by US GoEd 
could be an adventure in itself Wait and see. 

Advaoce^OungeonstOrAgpns 

• m 




* Heroes: sequel promised. Breath Homing unwise 



Gazza lends weight to Empire footie game 



With the football season 
well into its stride. Spurs 
superstar Paul Gas- 
coigne has thrown his 
not inconsiderable 
weight behind Empire's 
new football sira Gaz- 
za s Super Soccer (let us he 
the judge of how super it 
is K you dont mmd} The 
games twst is that there 
is not just one. not even 
two, but riiree perspec- 
tives from which to view 
the game! 

On the centre of the 
puch the view is from the 
side, but when you get near the 
goalmouth the perspective switch- 
es to an end on view to help with 




m 




• Gazza: over >re 
ion. 011 me 'ftfrd! 



contiol of the set 
pieces and the goalies 
movements 

Further control is 
helped with a "boot- 
o-meter* (sounds 
more at home on 
the terraces than 
the pitch) which 
helps you control the 
power of the kick, 
Gazza Super 
Soccer has a team 
database which allows 
you to play any team 
from any English divi- 
sion and the Scottish 
Premier Each team ls based on 
thai particular squad as it starts 
the 83 90 season, with varying 



skill factors and formations reflect- 
ing real life Naturally, on the it's- 
my game principle Paul Cascoigne 
is the most skilful computer oppo* 
nent so it nught be wiser to play 
with Spurs rather than against 
them 1 

• Gazza 's Super Soccer gets the full 
treatment in next month's issue 
We're having a ball - don't miss 1 1 1 




Copter load of this! 



Microprose's Mr Hell, a 
cute shoo? 'em up with a 
distinct Raff Cecco took, 
carries on where the excel 
lent Rick Dangerous lefi off 
As the pilot of a small 
helicopter you buzz around 
a multi-directional maze, 
blasting anything that 
moves with guns, missiles 
and bombs. To make life 
interesting there are bonus 



weapons and points hidden 
away in the brickwork 
which have to be blasted 
out and collected The lev- 
els are short but difficult, 
and include one starting m 
the dark 1 

• Full review in next month's 
AA (available from all good 
newsagents on Thursday. 
October 12: ortter your copy 
now 1 ) 




i Mtfteh: nice gimeplay. sttame gbcul It* title? 



Aow! Who's, 
hie, baaaaad, 
aow!? Hie! 

Well known warbler hoof er and 
squeaker Whacko Jack® is about 
to moon walk across your screen 
going 'Aow 1 '' and "Hicf" rather a 
lot. Jackson's fantasy film Moon- 
waJJter is being given the US Gold 
treatment even as you read this, 
and they claim, somewhat pre^ 
dictahly, to be using all the best 
transformation, battle and chase 
sequences 

Ho doubt US Gold expect 
tabloids favourite Jackson's 
charisma and talent to generate 
massive sales, but it will be. urn. 
interesting to see whether ar> 
essentially musical film can trans 
late successfully into a computer 
game Where might it end? Pro 
South Pacific Simulator U? Okla 
homa, The Arcade Adveu cure? An 
American Gun sfi ip m Pahs? 




• Moonwaitef il II end in "hie"' noises 
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unbeatable prices, unbeatable service 




THE FANZINE 



ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

UK £15.00 

Europe , £22.50 

Overseas £30.00 

Current issue £1 .25 



* Fully illustrated 

* Over 20,000 words per 
month 

* Proper A 4 format 



Letters, Bastc P Comms t 
Meade, Hardware pro- 
jects arid much more. 



A truly 

Alternative 

Fanzine 



CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER 

An 8oz can does up to 30 ribbons 

ONLY E7.95 PER CAN 



THE SPECIAL OFFERS 





THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 


CPM DISC 1 - MACHINE CODE TOOLS 


Price C6 + 50 


ZB0 and 8080 flSSPmbMrs. £80 la fiOS0 10 ZUQ code Iran-^IcK DF'buqqi mcj monitor jinrj awsm 
binr RfltfprsH asflflrtlblqt Binary 1iH COmcarfl* plus. N^wSwttOp and nwn 


CPM DISC 2 - COMPUTER LANGUAGES 


Price £6.50 


Small C Prolog LiW3 EBfkic S^al' C Noipn^ii-i n'.J*- NpwSwsup 


CPM DISC 3 - FILE AND DISC MAN AGEMENT 


Price £6.50 


T*m Mo wt#r Word counivt. pAos NfrwSwwp an^ motp 




CPM DISC 4 - AT YOUR LEISURE 


Price £6.50 










CPM DISC S - THE BUSINESS 


Price E6.SO 


Sffhve'w jprtidlfiifj Inu-gntory dariibd*0. Pcirtflrfu* tssrl editor Stirling Gheckw wslri {JieliOrwy 
$0n<K W&rd Courier Comm^i ullhty, plus. NcwSwatp afltfrnorp 


CPM DISC 6 and 7 - PASCAL PLUS (Two Disci) 


Price E 10,00 


PiHC^i $C* Cabal EBawc Pawi*rrul (ftn1 W3il0* plu& r^^Sw^p 








CPM DISC 8 - MORE COMPUTER -LANGUAGES 


Price €6.50 


' ■' res CotM' EiC[WlB6 PoMV'lul o-dior plu* NffwSwfcOp 


CPM DISC 9 - COMMUNICATIONS 


Price £5.50 


M<?i K*nmii KpfnxxJo inflQftjire arv) S"V| p l Motto" 1 ovprWiy$ ^urcu code p»u& fie*S#w*p 



Advanced OCP Art Studio — £18,95 

OCP Art Studio — £15.95 

The Advanced Art Studio, bundled 
together with the Genius Mouse, 
Interface and Mouse Mat — £49.95 



Ram Delta Joystick 6.99 

Kador Seal 'n' Type covers 7 95 



MasterCalc 128 


24.95 


MasterFile III 


29.95 


MasterCalc AND MasterFile 


49.95 



Protext (CPM+) 47.00 

Pocket Protext (CP/M+) 23.25 

Protext Filer 19.50 

BCPL{CPM+) ...19.50 

ArnorC (CP/M+) 39.00 

Maxan 1.5 (ROM) -. £23.25 

Protext OMice (Disk) £27.25 



PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS 

Public Domain software support available to WACCI 

subscribers. 
Mega-big homegrown library 
Send £1.25 tor full catalogue and details (E and OE). 



Rombo Rom Box 


29,95 


VIDI-CPC digitiser 


69.95 


5 x CF2 discs (yes we've got them 1 ) .., 


,.11.95 


1 0 3c F™2 d i s os ■■ ■.iri-,iii-i-,i-i-i-i.-i-.-(-i- 




20 x CF2 discs ... 


44.95 


DMP 2000/3000 Printer Ribbons (each) 


...3.20 



WACCI UK, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 

Est. 1986 — Phone 01-898 1090 




Yet another brimming postbag spills across the editor's desk 



•Not such a grim pill to 
swallow after all! 

] have s wealed and walked males 
to get a petition together to bung 
back the Pilgrim Scan the \m and 
yon will see that a lot of famous 
prople are upset because the 
adventure column in AA has dis- 
appeared 

J Stiles Pr G Bush 

Ron Reagan Kaie Bush 
Dr Speck M Thatcher 

Granny Smith Di Doohtflu 
Level 9 Hank Marvin 

J Henderson I local corner shop) 
Michael Jackson and Bubbles 
Joe Longthorne Joan Pancotl 
Terry Wogan Capt Birdseye 
Erie Bristow Clmt Eastwood 
Lee Tre vino Willie Ca rson 
KRH Frank Bruno 

Give Sinclair Tom and Jerry 
Mother Theresa Michael Fish 
Eddie Murphy Ronnie Corbeit 
Shakin Stevens Mel Gibson 
Bros Lech Walesa 

Paul McCartney 5 son 

Sherga: 

Anyway 1 -h:nk y:u c;t.-: r.Jii- p j i r i . ' 

Jim Strut hers, 
Blyth, Northumberland 

AA: Jim I hate to sound scepti- 
cal but I know for a tact that 
Bubbles i to name but one) has 
trouble doing the iome<i up writ- 
ing. You wautdp i be lelhng a 
teeny, weeny porkie pie by any 
chance, would you 7 

Never mind, you and all the 
other Pilgnm fans have made 
your wishes known. Turn to page 
70 and all your birthdays will 
arrive al once* 

Incidentally* I hope thai this 
encourages other AA readers to 
put their own preferences into 
writing. You Bee, n renliy does 
make a dillerence 

•Copy and be damned! 

My letter concerns Phil Craven's 
article on software copying and 
the new Copyright Law f AA18) 
Due to the ever-piesent threat ol 
corruption (from which I have 
twice suffered}, I have formed ttii 
habit of making backups wherever 
possible. It is plain common sense 
Software manufacturers seem 



A letter can make all the difference (it brought the Pilgrim 
back!). So write to: faction, AA, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ. 

There's a £15 software voucher for the letter of the month, 
too! 




to be divided into thict camps 
There are the producers or sonous 
prog jams who recognise this need 
and positively encourage thu cre- 
ation ot backups, or give a life- 
time's replacement guarantee 
Closely allied to them are 
the producers ol 
budget Labels 
and compila 
tions. The 
third camp 
contains the 
selfishly 
motivated 
games cre- 
ators. 

Let me 
make my own 
position dear lam 
opposed lo piracy. The 
fact is that if you copy someone's 
lawful copyright property, whether 
it be article, artwork, musical 
score or computer program, lor 
personal gain, or to pass on to 
someone else who might other- 
wise buy a copy, then you are a 
thief So is the recipient 

However, I am also opposed to 
rip- off s. When Amsuad disks were 
induced in pritx'. it was reason- 
able to expect software houses \o 
follow sun. at least part way But 
The thought of all that extra loot 
was too big a temptation, so they 
lumped onto the profiteering 
bandwagon As 1 dislike being 
fleeced, I only buy a game on disk 
if it is a multi-loader 

My own sequence of actions 
are, then, quite clear, ihe 
Copyright and Patents Act 1988 
notwithstanding. J shall continue 
10 attempt to Transcribe software 
on cassette to disk on the basis 
that the tape arid its contents are 
legitimately mme for me to do 
with as I please, as long as I do 
not rob the originators ol their |usi 
dues (or ill -gotten gains, as the 
cats may be) If sophisticated pro- 
tection cannot be bypassed, even 
though the game may be to my 



taste I will not buy the disk ver- 
sion If the product is a disappoint- 
ment, then it will be put out for a 
rummage sale In this respect the 
software company loses out. 
because somebody wilt pay 2b- 
50p, instead of purchasing a full- 
priced, brand new copy - and 
I say good luck to ham 
and serve them ngW 

Win ACCSnmh 
Windsor 

PS Incidentally, your 
contributors seem to 
be fond of quoting 
my name at frequent 
intervals, usually with 
derogatory remarks 1 
would be obliged if they 
would at least show me the cour- 
tesy of getting my initials right 
Not too much to ask, is it? 

W A C C S 

AA: Oh dear, now what do we 
do? After two of Mr Smith's previ- 
ous contributions to Reaction 
\AA4!) we recetveci numerous 
tetters from traders ot the oprrtJOn 
that WACCS was a token short of 
a pop- up toaster. Now he's gone 
and spaded then fun by writing 
lust about the most sensible letter 
fve seen on the whole piracy 
debate. 

Seems like our readers will 
have lo find someone else to be 
unpleasant about Ah 9 Art idea * 
Emma, come out here. I think the 
good people have something to 
say io you. 

•I could do with 3D! 

Since writing to you last month 
about obtaining a package that 
would allow me to turn 2D draw 
tngs m to 3D. 1 have run into sev- 
eral problems You suggested I try 
Model Universe from Arnor, so I 
decided io give them a ring. 

After three attempts I finally 
got through only to be told (hat 



they had stopped producing and 
selling the program I am therefore 
writing to you once again, not to 
complain but to print the following 
plea to the other 35,000 or go read- 

en 

Is there anyone out there who 
would sell me Model Universe on 
disk for the Arnstrad CPC, please 
give me a ring on (061) 7B9 2294. 

I would also like to thank you 
(or publishing my previous letter, 
Coula you also include my name 
cincl "phone number for the Elite 
Club that you mentioned last 
issue. 

Andrew Manning 
29 Kingswood Road, 
Win ton, Eccles, 
Manchester M30 8HN 

AA: This is a Irate odd. stnoe I 
personally tang Arm: and 
checked that they still had copies 
ot Model Universe. They said they 
weren't publicising the fact, but 
yes, they did have a tew copies 
Icfi Peihaps they 've all gone 
now. Anyway, if some kind render 
could help Andrtw out he'd be 
very grateful 

And we'll be glad to enter you 
m the Elite Club rosier, which 
incidentally kicks off m this 
month s Cheat Mode on p 84. 




\, ^HP Tdi* WjfMdjfiAft 
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•In the club 

Al last, after 12 months of tread- 
ing water with my wellies on, I 
have at lasi reaches a rating of 
"Dangerous. 1 

Unfortunately, J keep getting 
"capped' by a ship, winch appeals 
to have a cloaking device 

Any ideas, suggestions 01 
pokes? (I don't have a little black 
box. nor do I have the cassette 
poke from AA20 } 

EhteClub could be |ust the 
ticket for intrepid space cadets 
like me, especially if it helps me 
zap this disappearing pirate 
before he zaps roe 

By the way, let's get back to 
basics with Cheat Mode, we don t 
all have a little black box or disk 
drives 

Yours dangerously. 
Joe Howard 
Manchester 

AA. Pomi taken. Joe though of 
course man? ofom readers do 



have httle biach boxes and disk 
drives Mfe try to stnJre a baiance, 
and suggestions such as yours 
heip us to do so. 

•All that glisters 

The Elite Club seems a good idea, 
particularly if we can gei some 
ideas (or the "Gold" veision of "Jil.s 
superb game. 

I've been playing the "Gold" 
version for about two years now, 
am Elite status, have Cloak and 
Jammer, got 5.6 million credits and 
can carry ISO ton cargo. All the 
questions, tips, hints, etc I've read 
to date relate io the Routine 
game Can anybody answer 

1 How do you get the 8 digit code 
to access side 2 or the dish (1 have 
200 + "Rt On Cmdrs*)? 

2 How do you get to the hidden" 
planets, eg Cclees lei gaiaxy 8 
(there are others)? 

3 Why can you make suns and 
planets disappear? 

4 Why can you move suns and 
planets 1 ? 

5 How do yog safely enter the non- 
rotating stations* - I've entered 
the " flashing " stations and 
destroyed up to 250 ships at one 
station 

6 How do you increase Hyper 
space range without going via 
witch space with fuel scoops on? 

The "Gold" version objective 
seems to be to get a bigger ship 
and extra armaments (Right 
Lobster, etc) To see this, load 
Co mm and ei Elite and ignore the 
■ Disk Error" message 

R. Chandler 
Worcester Park, Surrey 

AA; Can anyone help this posses- 
sor of coolest name of the month 7 
He or she signs off as simply 
"Chandler.* so us quite impossible 
to teli if there $ any connection 
with the immortal R&y 




*The games quiz: we pick the lucky winner 



Last month Jeremy Congley presented these posers. 

1 What happens when you finish Jet Set Willy? 

2 Kflucft two moves score the most pomts in Way of the 

Exploding Fist? 
3" What is the message at the end of Cryzor? 
4 What is the weapon on the 5lh stage at Target Renegade? 



Now MARC FREE of Tenctring an Essex has come up with what we reckon 
to be fairly plausible answers 

1 Mr Willy walks from the master bedroom to the bathroom and then 
enters a new room called: Oh$*1*! The Central Cavern? where he jumps 
up and down indefinitely. (This is also the first level of Mamc Miner.' 
2 Flying kick - roundhouse 

3 1 Congratulations.. Von have saved the Earth 
from the Alien threat, Unfortunately.. 
Destroying the heart activates a self- 
destruct Mechanism which blows up the 
Plane! HOW SAD ..." 
4 Snooker cue. "PS," he adds, "I ihjnk that a 
games competition is a great idea and look 
forward to seeing one soon.,. 



T.IItGET 



AA: Congrats. Marc' fair 'v« just won yourself 
a crap (salt n Vinegar flavoured] AA tenner, 
signed by tJie enure learn, some even m 
loinedupwiitwy 

As for a games competition what do you 
think you ve just won. ihe Kentucky Derby? 



5 "ham-, 

y ' ^ A «> V 





1 LOOK*? UK£ *f<?t<*£ A A 1$ HCPfc ,<?<?N 

I This could be you - turn to p. 34 (his mjlant! 



•Art stopping 

I recently purchased the excellent AMS Stop Press, as I hope to start a 
home based business designing and print mg posters etc using my 
AmstiadCPC6128. 

As j already had th€ OOP Advanced Art Studio 1 decided to see if a 
screan existed and saved from Art Studio could be imported into Stop 
Press. 

I was disappointed to find, as possibly others have already found, 
that whan loaded into Step Prnss the top part of the picture tan inch or 
so) was missing. 

After q^iste a bit of massing around E have come up with a solution 
which may assist others with the same problem. 

1 Load Art Studio. Select Mod* 2 and click the bottom arrow box 3 

tunes. 

2 Switch on 'Display coords" from the "Input Devices" menu. 

3 Return to the main menu and pull down the "Shapes" menu. Set the 

Elastic switch to on and select Rectangles 

4 Drew a rectangle from the co ordinates x a, Y 320 to X631, Y:8 {the 



top LH and bottom RH corners respectively). 
& Save the screen as "Stopress " 

You now have a box the exact size for Stop Press, and any time you 
need to use Ait Srud±o r simply load the STOPRESff screen, create your 
design within the box and save it to youi Stop Press screen disk as 



' Filename PtoS", 

■ I haven't tried the using modes 0 
or 1, but as Stop Press used only 
two colours there doesn't seem to 
be any point. 

David Smiles, 
Gainsborough, Lines 

AA: Brilliant. David! I reckon 
you ve earned the undying grati- 




tude of anyone faced with the same # M stepppJng- amx Stop Pmn 
problem ^ Sftudto In. op*n di&logiiel 
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^Sphinx Jinx: thanx! 

Now for a mce letter I telephoned 
Incentive Software Ltd today 10 
enquire if they had a hint sheet for 
Total Eclipse 2 Sphinx Jinx as I 
needed help with one room to 
enable me to finish the game The 
reoepiicn:si very kindly put me 
through co Mr Ian Andrew himself, 
who was only too pleased to help 
me. So I would like to say a very 
big thank you to Mr Andrew as I 
rsave now managed to complete 
the game, alt thanks to hint alter 1 
had been tearing my hair out all 
week' Also thank you to the 
receptionist who very kindly made 
enquiries for me 

Sarah Drummond 
Af r. Ayrshire 




• Sphinx Jmx iharur: dan Andrew is, 
a Further Incentive lo buy 
Freescape games, says Sarah D. 



AA: Well. n'$ good of you to tarte 
the time iq say thanks, Sarah. Vm 
probably going to make him 
blush now, but ill say it Anyway 
tan is one of the mcest and kind 
e$i people I've dealt with as AA's 
editor There you are, ! told you it 
would make him blush! 

By the way, I don't think I'm 
breaking any confidences tn 
idling you that there will he 
another Freescapo epic m unit 1 
for this Ctmstmas: details as soon 
as we get them 

•Sounding off 

I agree with Arthur Lewis (AA48) 
on his point about moie sound arid 
music programs for the CPC With 
the ever decreasing size of Type- 
Ins it shouldn't be too hard to list a 
few 

I would like to team "machine 
code" on my 464, but don't know 
how to go about it. The Usei 
Manual says that I need a Z80 
assembler program and recom 
mends the Amsofi assembler, with 
ed nor. disasse rubier and n u : c i : i m I 
would be grateful if you would 



•Is it true that Rave^ Grave, and Ma$teigame=Masteilame? 



I am worried by the apparent lack of success of your 
Mastergames Not since Ml 6 Mastergame Gauntlet 
an AA Ma&tergame reached the top position in t he 
Arnstrad Gallup Chart, and in fact very 
rarely do they appear in the top 10. Is 
there something notorious about 
them 7 Also, Ehe recent chart- toppers 
like Bobocop and Last flfrrp 2 have not 
even been review ed by you J Is there 
something sinister lurking near 
Sugarman? Who knows, only you can 
tell I suppose 

Derek Wong 
Thornton Heath. Surrey 



has 



AA - Hfe'w/ufrrecejrnf aji 
jfsnoijjzceniem from US Gold, which 
claims rJiat Heroes of the Lance 
fMasteigame A A3? I has mid "morv 




• Mystery 
Robocap - 



than J 50. MO copies" Thai's not ail on Arnstrad, of 
course, but even so jf js a fair old turnover What do you 
say lo [iiar, then, Derek? 

Secondly, let's come clean about 
Last Nirtja 2: we looked at it and 
decided 1 it was the biggest load of old 
rubbish since Psycho Pigs UXB, and 
that we'd much rather review some 
2 better games. 

As tor Robreop - which inciden 
tally we JjAed very much - we had 
such problems getung a review copy 
qui ot Ocean a r the time that we 
thought* "Stuff em. we'll review 
something else. ™ We don't usually 
have this problem, and are at a Joss Co 
explain why the normally helpful and 
enthusiastic Ocean crowd should 
have suddenly turned so shy. 



of Irie disappearing 
• we laiJ air 



advise me on which program to 
buy. and a "Machine-Code For 
Beginners ,p type book, fm 14 years 
old and have had my ever faithful 
464 for four years, and have had 
lots of experience in Basic 

Antony Bennett 
Romford, Essex 
PS Do 1 need an Advanced User 
Guide tor the 464 ? 

AA: Poim taken about 
Type ins. Anthony, 
though our new 
Technical Editor may 
have something to 
say on the subject 
For an assem- 
bler, try MJC 
Supplies tr 0462 
32897 for 
Maxarn. At 
£15.95 0m 
for the tape 
version Book 
Daniel Martm's Amslrad 
Advanced Users Guide (Gtenwfi 
1986). or consult out book guide 
jfj AA4fi 

•ROM for improve- 
ment? 

What's happened to all the 464 to 
6126 upgrade ROMs? 




Two or three months ago I 
decided to upgrade my 4&4 {as in 
AA 3Q) CPC Ltd could supply nei- 
ther ROM nor CPM* disk K & M 
Computers likewise, but they 
expected deliveries of the ROMs 
"'tomorrow" i sol: rids familiar" 7 } A 
recent check shows no change, 
though K & M now admit they 
don't know when they can expect 
deliveries - but that hasn't 
stopped them screaming for 

months. "464 UPGRADE 
ROM NOW AVAIL 
ABLE in their 
adverts And then 
there s the adverts 
[or The amazing 
Romhoard extra with 
socket for" (unobtain- 
able} upgrade ROMs ' 
Can AA Hi us what's 
going on? Is it Sugar man 
gain, or a Great British 
r Entreprenurial cock-up? 

While I'm writing, is it 
too late to comment on those 
round flat things? Your comments 
on the spelling intrigued me, as I 
thought the English spelling was 
with a "c," - k" being a cheap 
American import. I consulted my 
1983 Chambers Dictionary and 
found disk, see disc disc; dask a 
quoit thrown by ancient Greeks 



disc file (computf... disc player,, 
etc, etc[Gr diskos],"" Eric 
Partridge s Origins has "disc, 
disk, see dish, dish; disk; disc, 
discus, discoik, t. Dish comes (rom 
OE disc, a plate, from L discus, 
dish, disk, quoit.. L discus repre- 
sents Gr diskos. a platter, quoit.. " 

As this was haidly clear sup- 
port lor your case I eventually con- 
sulted the local library OED (1933) 
This resulted in * "Disk, disc: |L 
discus. Gr diskos quoit, dish, disk 
The earlier and better spelling is 
disk, but there is a tendency to 
use disc in some scientific senses 
(not in the botanical))." Ho reason 
is given for the preference for "k H 
and the many examples of use 
given divide roughly half k'. half 
"c\ with not one from the 20th 
cent 1 wonder what the latest edi- 
tion says' 

This conjured up a vision of 
out diskopluie Editor with his 
compact disk player driving his 
dash-braked Roller to the local 
lJ ihiko where he is disk- jockey, hav- 
ing got Ft .slipped disk from disko- 
dancing" 

As ail dictionaries are only as 
good as the whims of their editors, 
and they are by nature always 
years out of dale, the ultimate 
authority is what native speakers 
adopt. 

In this case it seems to depend 
on whether you favour the Greek, 
as our Editor does, or the Latinate 
Personally 1 also prefer the ancient 
Greeks lo all things Latin, so 1 
shall be saving this to a disk file! 

Leu Mart m 
Siubbmgton. Hants 



AA: This diskussion is now kon- 
kluded* 



•So long, and f ishtanks for all the fish 

] would just like to ask one question, and that question Is this: was 
comment on page 79 of AA 48, " You can tmst us, we don't intend to 
leave the planet for quite some time!", a reference to the book The 
Hitch Hikers Guide To The Galaxy [about the dolphins) or to the 
hook Stmk by Ben Elton? 

Andrew Manning 
Manchester 

AA: Oh yes. Very definitely yes ... What was the question again? 
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THAT WOMAN 



BROADLEY 
SPEAKING 



A question of time 

Stave tias asked me to Ihsnk ihe many hun- 
dreds of you - possibly over a thousand - who 
sen! back their completed questionnaires so 
promptly. I've had * look at a tew, and I'm sur 
prised aod delighted to sm that some ol you 
•dually iwmd this column as your favourite 
thing in Eh & whol& mag. (A you donl bdieve 
me. lough: but rl's lrt», bdlcve irw!) 

Admittedly there were alto on* or two hoi- 
heads who rimmed this as their taut favourite 
pan of AA. Sieve tells me he and his team of 
dedicated professional! (well Tn&nl and Pat - 
and not Pat lor much longer) are slaving away 
to produce a lull analysis ol the results, which 
■hoOUippMr ii next rnoolhs issue. Until then 
111 have to wait in suspense, with bated breath 
and on tenterhooks, itching lo hear the ver- 
dicts Broadtey: doe* she stay or does she go? 




It s the well known stunt 
columnist and general risk taker 
EMMA BROADLEY p for once in 
rather mellow mood. 
Well, comparatively. 

If you ever read other computer mags 
beside AA - though why anyone should 
want 10 ts beyond me - you cant have 
failed lo notice thai the CPC does not figure 
very strongly. Small ijusiiinss guv? PC, 
acourse! Nodaht ahahi. it. squire 

Makes you wonder if they really know 
what they're talking about OK. so if you really 
had to have a PC you could probably cobble 
together a low end base model with single 
[loppy drive and mono monitor for about £400 
(somewhat more than you would pay for a 
6128 with colour monitor) Remember at this 
end yuuie still m Skoda city to get anything 
that would mm heads youd be spending tele 
phone immbuts 

But - and here I think js the big but - the 
expense has only just begun when you 
unpack your nice new PC, Take tfuee ot the 
best selling titles an tang ih<? business fraiur 
nity, WoidSiar {word processor), Accountant 
Plus (accounts) and the spreadsheet 
Supeicalc 

Now for yout word processor, depending 
on which version you require, we're talking 
be? ween £70 and £300 For a fraction of that 
sum you could get Intoscnpt 6128, oi 
Taswoitt 6128. Indeed you could get the 
entsie Pmiexi suite on ROM and still have 
enough change to buy either ol the other two 
as weU* 



Supetcalc would set you bach £220 for the 
latest version. 

Accounts? WeU, Accountant Plus is an 
integrated stock com col iiwoicmg/lcdger sys- 
tem. Its something hke SD Miciosy stems 
Stock Accounting Sysivm with knobs on - 
except that the PC program costs £249 

Oh, and dont forget the VAT 

Consider the set up of someone with a 
colour (colour, mind) 6128. Mun Office W. 
Piotexl and business software virtually 
bought to your requirements by mixing and 
matching bom what SD Microsystems have to 
off 

You might get your leg puUed by someone 
with CZ.MOs worth or the latest 386 and sev- 
eral hundreds of pounds worth ol software 
But then, who's the teal winner? 



II The staff of that porno- 
graphic rag the Sport 
should be publicly 
flogged and all their 
possessions burnt 



• a communication ol a iomewh« diQin-i.i 
kind iiom the one sent by Barry Clarke (see 
the box beJowt comes from a Mr tan Orchard 
of Chnstchurch in New Zealand, who found 
one ol my earlier columns sparking [eeling* of 
de)a vu 'The situation here is exactly the 
same, with Faimeis Trading Co pushing the 
CPC to the dusty back shelves while the ST. 
Amiga and PCs are up front The retailors 
protest that the B-bit machines are dead and 



t buy are not going :o sell old technology - a 
hollow claim when they are cheorfully flog- 
ging off repackaged but positively eJderJy 
C64s and Atari XEs 

We seem to be trapped. Mr Orchard goes 
on, "in a Catch 22 situation 0J sagging support 
slowly stilling an excellent machine while the 
public is fobbed off with junk Over and over 
again I have heard users obseive that the 
CPC can do everything they really need and 
that they are unlikely to ever reach the limits 
ol the machine " 

How right you are. Ian. how right you are. 
I'm not very technically winded - I'm much 
more interested in what computer s can do 
than in how they do it - but it seems to me 
that such is tlie pace ol modern computer 
technology that it is tar outstripping applica- 
tions oi it. ]( you read the more techno- babble 
obsessed publications of the computer mar- 
ket, such aft PC Plus you'ii find people over- 
come with txuiemem because the latest PC 
386 can run so many more million instructions 
per second Yet is t ho re a word processor for 
the PC than can load as fast and yet work as 
simply as Pretext on ROM lor the CPC I dont 
think so. chums, t really dont think so • 



Flog 'em till they beg for mercy, then flog 'em some more 



' □ear Emma," writes Mr Bany Clarke of 
SiEtingbourne in Kent: "Plain speaking by all 
means hut I find it pretty amazing that you 
should think it right to defend rubbish in our 
society 

Don i you think there is plenty enough 
mucfc, pom and general exploitation of the worst 
in human nature already without thu need to 
defend even more? 

'And what is the 'standard' by which you 
ludge mora til y? The Sport?" 

How I'm riot too sure what Barry s talking 
about, actually, because he doesn't specify, But 



fd guess he s having a go at me for what I said in 
this column a few months ago ahout Barbarian 
U and "sex'n'violenoe " m computer games. 

And what 1 said was, when so many people 
are exposed to the Sw f every week, what harm 
can computer games featuring quarter i neb 
sprites do?" 

Mo reference to standard, you notice, and I 
hope no imputation that the Sport is either 
praiseworthy or harmless. J find it filthy and 
degrading, and if the fat creep who owns it were 
to get himself severely beaten up by Mary 
Whilehouse and her host at loonies I wouldn't 




mind a bit 

That the Sport 
is classified as a 
newspaper and 
finds its way into 
thousands of 
homes where chit 
drencan see it is 
as good an argument tn favour o( state censor- 
ship and book -burning as ! can think of the staff 
of (bis pornographic rag should be publicly 
flogged and all their possessions burnt. 

Satisfied, Barry? 



• Barbsnan n, mmus the 
deemed Maria Whmalitr 
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LADE 



"Laser Squad is 
one of the 
best games to 
appear." 

Commodore user 






"It's one or two 
player tactical 
warfare situation T^s 
with great graphics, 
sound, payability and 
hookability to boot. One 
player it's great, two ^ 
players ft's unbeatable." 

BLADE SOFTWARE LIMITED AA 

8ROOKLANDS NEW ROAD, ST. IVES, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE1 7 4BG, TELEPHONE 0480 496497 

*Availa&l* Amtga £19 95, Attn ST 119 95, PC, £24 95, Afth,m*dei £24 95, C64 cais £9 95, C64 disk £19.95, Amstrad CPC eass. £9.95, Amstfad disk £19 

Specttum cass. £9.95, Spectrum disk £19 95 and MSX £9-95, 




95 
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your Amstrad CPC 464 * 664 * 61 20 
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KITOSiftS ILL NMUII TO Mil! - M*M( 



The AA fourth 
birthday tape 



Everything you need to know 
about the greatest cover tape in 
the history of er... cover tapes. 



Daleks 



by Mike Wong 

• To load; run tape & select (4} bom menu 

Tins superb Suite program is a one screen 
game that promises toads o' fun lor everyone. 

Your task is to defeat the Daleks on theu 
home planet Skaro. Either make them crash 
into each other or use your trusty some 
screwdriver (which has a limited number of 
uses and only works at point blank range) 
Also, the Daleks cannot couch Hie Tardis. 

You move using the cursor key pad as a 
sort of clockwork movement tablet: f6 is East. 




• Crumbs, ralhtir a lot o1 Daleks 10 deal with here! 

fl is South West, and so on To use the sonic 
screwdriver, use the S key But be warned - 
the Daleks track you relentlessly! 

If things get tight use your compact ran 
dom hyper apace generator (H key) to get out 
quick. In dire emergencies enter the Tardis - 
but then the Daleks win, and you must beat 
them again on the same level Daleks is a 
tough, thought provoking game with some 
cute effects and an addictive quality that's 
often not present in commercial games. 



SelfDest 

by Hufus Cable 

# To load > run tape & select (7) from menu 
We re not going to show you what Ihis look* 
like: let's just say it's totally harmless but great 
fun! When it's loaded gel someone whg doesn t 
know you've done so lo come along and press 
a key. Then just watch their face... 



DataMaker WordFinder 



by Richard Can 

• To load: run tape & select (5) from menu 

Ever written code directly into memory? It can 
be a real pain trying to turn it into a list of 
data statements for use in a Basic program. 
Some people even resort to putting it all in by 




• The data iin-es thai Came From Mownere 



hand, a nightmare for Jong lists of binary that 
inevitably results in errors. 

Thai's where this DaiaMaker comes in, 
Load the program, then the code; enter the 
star, and end addresses and a filename The 
program creates a Basic program with data 
neatly put into mia statements. Re -load the 
new Me and then save it again, because it's 
created in ASCII format, not the quickest file 
type (or loading and saving Re save and your 
CPC uses much fester Basic format 



by Jason Birkitt 

• To load: run tape & select (6) from menu 

Vou will suiely have come across a word- 
search puzzle - a grid of apparently random 
letters which conceal hidden words. Now you 
can create them onscreen. Simply enter the 
words (don't use spaces- that's a dead give- 
away!) and the progiam merrily goes along, 
inserting them in a random grid. You can 
either print it out. rearrange the gnd (some- 
times the words appear ui rather obvious 
places), or start on a new end 
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# The AA wofd punk? . iree wilh this page 



by Andrew Hodgson 

• To load: run tape & select {3) from menu 
A spreadsheet is a utility used lor mathematical 
simulation. By entering values onto a sheer el 
electronic paper, the computer can work out calcu- 
lations between the values, and store the resu'Hs 
further down on this 'sheet"' 

Uses might include Siting how much money 
Mows through your hands during a year, or costing 
some complicated project, or perhaps seeing how 



Key 


Purpose 


Cursors 


Move around spreadsheet 




from cell to cell 




Reveal/Hide equations 


i 


Help page 


17 


Enter Formula 


16 


SAVE the spreadsheet 


IE 


LOAD a spreadsheet 




Calculate the spreadsheet 


CTRLShiftJ 


Return to Basic 


TAB 


Go straight to a specific cell 




m i i m 



t i i 



■ 



• Ail other keys enter text into the cell 
where the cursor is. 



much lime a process takes. 

The electronic page 1 is laid oul in a series of 
rgws unci columns, which divide IE into cells. 
Numbers can be entered into these cells, as can 
teal - Lq nclp papain what process the spread* 
sheel is ai. Calculations are alio entered into 
these cells. 



18 AMSTBAB A & TIOM 



• Cut calculations down to ttte wiin Easishwi 



Side A: Shinobi, Master Nmja! 



# Important warning: joy stick and 
ultra last reactions required 

The fust side ol the AA Fourth 
Birthday Cassette is entirely given 
aver to a great fully- playable taster 
of the brilliant new Virgin Games 
corn-op conversion Shmobi 




you enjoy it as much as we do" 

Almost certainly this is the best 
cover game that we at Amstrad 
Action have ever had one complete 
level of Shmobi the furious martial 
ans arcade adventuie from Vugin 
« « Games 

Tfe stoiylme is 
*4 simple: a terrorist 
# network led by 
£ five evil Ninjas 
"5^ called the Ring of 
& Five have kidnapped 
the cftfldien of various 
world leaders. 1\jt, tut. 
They now have a black- 
mail capacity far Id excess 
of any previous nasty. 
Only you. as a Master 
Nmja with so much 
Shinobi (a Japanese word 
meaning stealth, by the 
way) it's comuig out of 
four ears, can rescue the 
children 



There's tats to do one level, 
one end of level guardian and the 
bonus level On a 128K machine 
there's a full sound track, as well as 
various digital samples But every 
one gets the same level of frenetic 
gait:t?p.ay Trie must difficult ol , .he 
various movements open to you dif- 
ficult is tumping up to a ledge 
press up and fire at the same tune 
Down and fire brings you back 
down, again. 



• Due to the sheer mammoth size 
of the Shinobi demo, there isn't a 
routine to transfer rt to disk Load 
it and leave 
loaded I 

Look qui lot 
the definitive, 
two page re vie w 
of this exerting 
new game in raexi months AA - 
and see li you agree with ait ver 
diaf 




r~ r T. r t 
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We ve included a little menu 
program at the beginning of Ihe 
lap* From it, you can use all of 
ihe programs available on the 
tape - including backing up the 
B side to disk! To run 11, type 
IWi 

{to get the ban hold down [Shift] 
and press the key with the @ 
sign to the right of the P key). 
Now type 

RON JATAFE 

Simply type the number on 
the menu opposite the 
program you want to see, 
and the computer will 
obey. 

If you're Intending to 
save the 8 side to disk 
(and if you can if s a good 
iitea), you 1 II need a formal- 



I ted disk ready to use, 



Hare s how you do it- 
Load up the menu by 



playing the tape as explained 
above. Press (1) and then, fol- 
lowing the instructions, press 
the [Play] key on your tape 
recorder and any key on the 
keyboard to set il running (mak- 
ing sure your disk drive is con- 
nected and switched on). You 
should see on the screen infor- 
mation about which files are 
being loaded and saved (eg. 
Loading ONDlSK block 1 and so 
on). 



*##* if4fi*r tWire- 



I»n*r#T #11 rroirut l# Ftfrk 

fun %h* PvJpri 14 

Pv* th* i iinhpfi prairie fUtllH 

Vb* htuilLtr (VI 1 1 It*) 

ty« M?r<t Fii^tf C lit I ] * t v'Cw* > 



ft ChooM Itom our deflieujus meny 



• Are you stuck? Unsure of what to do^ Tty 
using the Help program It prints some infor 
mation about the tape as well as each of the 
programs If you have a printer attached, then 
the hetpfile can be printed out instead, giving 
you some clues about the purpose of each pro 
gram 

• To load the help file, first make sure the 
tape is rewound to che beginning. Now, il you 
have a 464 hold down the [CTRL| key to the 
right of the spacebar and tap the small 
[ENTER | key on the numerical keypad Then 
press 1PLAY} on the tape recordei and press 
any key on the keyboard to start it playing. 

• The menu (see box. "Taking the easy way 
id 1 ") should come up. Press (2) to run the help- 
file and when you're asked. "View instruction 
file (y'n)? ' press y (for yes. see?). When you're 
asked, Printer or screen 7 ' press s (for screen 



- do it all again and press p fot printer if you 
want a hard copy}. 

• When you've finished reading the bdpfde. 
turn off your computer and turn it on again, 
rewind the tape and follow the instructions as 
in the 'Taking the easy way in" box (above). 

• If, rather than loading the tape and not 
knowing what to do next, you find you cant 
]oad the tape at all, dont despaif Inevitably, in 
any run of duplication of over there will 
be one or two "i oguetf thai aie going to get 
damaged in distribution or whatever, 

• Return your faulty tape to this 
address: Ad Cover Tape Returns, Interceptor 
Ltd, Mercury House, CaHeva Park, 
Aldermaston, Berks, RC? 4QW 

• There s nothing we here at AA can do - 
unless you've returned your tape and had no 
reply. 



Now it's your turn! 

Have you written a program suitable lor inclu- 
sion on an AA cover lape? We're looking lor 
serious applicalions. games, fun programs - 
anything our readers would find entertaining, 
educative or ju $t good value lor money 

Send your programming masterpiece lo: 
AA Cover Tape Evaluation. 4 Queen St. Bath 
B A 1 1 E J. We pay ol course, and who knows 
your work may he Ihe beginning ol a glittering 
career a$ a programmer! 

One or two hinls. Send il on disk if you can, 
with a brief explanation ol whal your program 
does, its Eengiti and how to run il. Send a good, 
detailed helplile with il too. so we don l have 
to do il And remember space is tighl: a 3BK 
program thai changes Ihe screen border colour 
is not whai we re alter! 

Keep a copy- Label everything with your 
name and address, and finally. H you want Lo 
see your creation again, enclose an $AE : 
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The continuing story, by one PAT McDONALD. Tell it like it /s, Pat! 



his month we examine some of the tech- 
niques of getting fractal pictures onto 
A the screen of your Amscrad. The first 
thing to remember is that toe idea of such a 
program is to get your compute! to do most of 
the work 

A fractal shape is composed of smaller 
shapes which are similar to the overall shape. 
Now although it's perfectly possible to draw a 
huge fractal, and then magnify to see all the 
detail, it makes more sense to build them up 
from the smallest areas. The reason is that it's 
simpler to program, and therefore easier to 
understand. 

Shifting positions 

Imagine for a moment, if you wit], a square in 
which the length of the sides is exactly divisi- 
ble by four. Such a square can be split into 16 
smaller squares, and if all these are numbered, 
you end up with something like figure 1. 
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1 Fig 1 : your common, everyday square 



Fascinating, I'm sure you'll agree To make 
an even more interesting shape, lot s suppose 
that we"re going to shift the positions of some 
of the squares - numbers two, eight, mne and 
sixteen - -and form a shape not dissimilar to a 
swastika (figure 2), 

Now assuming that this is our "building 
bixh " so to spc*ak. here's ihe program that 



Geometry of nature 

Fractal freaks swear by B E Mandelbrot "s clas- 
sic Fractal Geometry of Natim (published by 
WH Freeman at a whacking great £39.95 ISBN 
071671 try your nearest Waterstones) But 
a word ol warning to numeropbobes (is there 
such a word? There is rum!): as fractals are 
mathematical in nature, a good grounding in 
maths (understanding of equations, matrices 
and a bit of calculus) is desirable, not to say 
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• Fig 2; a rather mor& interesting $h*pe suiiabfe 
lor Fractals 



takes the shape and repeats it into a true frac 
tai shape. 
10 MODE 2 

20 DIM x(16) lDIM y(16) 

FOR ft^l TO 4 
40 FOR b=l TO 4 
S0 c=4*a*b-4 
60 x(c)*-3:y{c)=sa-3 

70 NEXT lffiOT 

90 s(2J=0:y{2}=-3 

90 x(B)«2:y(l>^0 

100 K{9)»-3'y(9J— 1 

110 x(15}=-l:y(15)=2 

12$ P» d=l TO 16 

130 FOR TO 16 

140 FOR £-1 TO 16 

150 FCft g=l TO 16 

1 60 me =6 4 *x {d} +1 6* x {e J + 4 * x { £ } +* {g} 

170 yy=64 *y fd) +1 6*y (*}+4*y(f) +y {0 

1W PLOT 32fH-xx, 

190 tffiXT:ItEXT:HEXT:NEXT 

This works by going to the highest resolution 
graphics mode, and then defining i':io. shape of 
the fractal - in tines 20-110 The size of the 
fractal depends on lines 120 to I9p: for each 
extra loop, the size grows by a factor of four. 




• Fig A iiandard, black and while fractal 



Stay in control 

There are lots of possibilities for the shape in 
figure 3 (it's called a Julia plot m case you're 
wondering). To change the basic fractal shape 
would be a simple matter of perhaps adding a 
few more alterations to lines Go lie 

A challenging idea is to add colour to the 
fractal, and the more the better So change line 
10 and add these too: 
10 mode 0 

IS INK 0, 26 : FOR i=I TO 15 
17 INK i,i+5:NEXT 

To change the colour on the paper, use this 
line 188 plus and additional line. Figure 4 is an 
example of the effect you get: 

180 b=(xx*yy) U +1 

112 PLOT 320+JDf,250+yy h 




V Fig 4: add shading and gel a much better rcsuU 



There are plenty ways of altering deferent 
colours in different areas. The easiest to under- 
stand Is to change the colour foi the plotting 
routine at the beginning of the loops. To do this 
for the largest fractal variation, put in this 
Jane - 

125 h= (h+L) nod 14 + 1 
180 PLOT 32&+XK.25&+yy,h 

For more subtle colour variations put the 
line which alters h (125) just after each Loop 
So. for very subtle tonal variation, rather than 

126 If would be: 

L5S h=[h+u mod 14 + 1 

Try it out and see what the effect is. • 

# Kewt month we leave the subject of fractals 
to return to the real world, and learn about 
scrolling the display in all sorts of directions. 
Stay in touch! 
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Making words work 



On the right, crosswords on your 
CPC: NO BENT TWERB (anag.) 
gets down and come across with 
the goods; while on this page 
STEVE CAREY looks at two new 
utilities that put words in your 
mouth. 



C29.9B disk • keys only 

Swift Software ~ M1 477 &40S 



Swift Software, a relatively new name m the 
CPC world, have very quickly made lheif 
mark. First release was the admirable 
Pandora (reviewed in a compiled ver- 
sion of Basse designed to allow non-Machme 
Code experts to wnte commercial quality pro^ 
grams (Version 1.01, with substantial 
improve merits, is already out - see 

Now we have Keyword, a h word finder.' 
It's a doddle to use: insert and type 
ewdiSC. Keyword is now installed as an 
RSX, accessed by typing I km. The dictionary 
is on side B. so you have to have the disk in 
your drive whenever you wish to use the pro- 
gram 

This is a nuisance if you're looking for a 
word while you are using your word proces- 
sor. It's no problem, of course, if you have 
Piotext on ROM. 

Keyword claims to have over 10,000 syn- 
onyms and antonyms and nearly 1.000 mam 
subject headings, and you can well believe H 

But in truth that s not a great deal, though 
it sounds a lot. Trenton's tatty old Penguin 
paperback thesaurus contains vastly more 
than 10,000 entries, and my new hardback 
Collins revision of Roger's standard work has 
many more again (except thai some swsne, 
knave, varlet, vagabond, wretch, rascal 
rogue, rapscallion or criminal has nicked it!). 

Suppose, having already used the word 
"believe" in a previous paragraph, 1 wanted to 
use it again but preferred to avoid the repeti- 
tion. I tap |KW, enter "believe" and press 
SReturnl twice. Up comes... nothing. There are 
no entries for believe Other categories where 
Keyword proves useless include amaze, 
bland, condemn, diagnose, emend, feature, 
gnll, hip... 

Perhaps this is unfair, since it took me 
three or four goes to find a word that pro- 
duced nothing, But, on the other hand, these 
are not particularly rare or unusual words, 
and it doesnt speak very highly for the data 



f 00 LETTERS 



C1S disk • Heeds 12SK and tnfowript 
B running • 0245 252854 



The CPC is exceptionally well served tor word 
processors, for besides Tasw&rdmiA the superb 
ProtexS I here is Bru lining's Bwnword and its big- 
ger brother tntoscript And one ihing that sels 
Sntoscript span, it should be noted, is B running's 
continuing project of upgrading and "supercharg- 
ing" the program. We reviewed it in for 
instance. and shortly after lhal il was speeded up 
considerably, 

Now Bfunning has added TOO Letters a utility 
that works within Intoscrspt Its purpose is to pro- 
vide a library d1 over HI standard tetters that can 
be edited, amended and added to. so that your 
own individual needs are catered for. 

To put things simply (if you own and use 
tnfastript you'll appreciate that a program that 
does so much needs to be complex}, you begin 
by loading tntosenpt and then loading iQQ 
Letters. Now you select your letter from the list 
available, and with a cou- 
ple of keypresses you're in 
Brunword, with your letter 
ready for editing. 

The key combinations 
and method of wprkin g will 
be familiar to anyone who 
has used Brunwordor 
fnfoscripl Gut what at>out 



people new tp thi$ computing raft? it 5 ail very 
well saying, "Reset the computer, cat the disk 
and load the ihfo file, 41 but it you don't know a 
reset from a cat, what do you do? 

What you do is consult the manual. One criti- 
cism levelled at Jnfoseript was that [tie documen- 
tation was insufficiently detailed tar the novice, 
and that shortcoming has been admirably correct- 
ed for 100 Letters. You're taken first on a "walk 
round" tour of what you can do with the program, 
whicn cleverfy takes you through intoscript and 
into Bruoword. So. without knowing exactly what 
you're doing, you've already been actively 
involved in "Eh is computing lark. H 

After thai there s a we H l written and carefully 
explained tutorial thai shows you how to print out 
the summary >,so you know what fetters there arej. 
and sections on updating the LABELS file, creat- 
ing new I lies and using ousting ones, using 
library leitersand creaiing single ones, and so on. 

To be honest it s rather a lot to take in at one 
sitting, and you'd be well advised 10 go out lor a 
brisk walk to clear your head, But it you have 
gone to the trouble oi shelling out £50 lor 
intQ$cript and have perhaps found it not as easy 
as you'd hoped, why not make the liftte extra 
effort 1o try again with WQ Letters ?• 
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Get well 
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LET07 


Advert 


For Sale 


17 Descnpt 


071 


LET07 


fldver t 


Persona 1 


None 


0 72 


LET07 


Adver t 


dan tea 


17 D«cr ip t 



GOOD NEWS 


BAD HEWS 


■ Useful utility. 


■ Requires intescrtpt and 


9 Very good introductory manual. 


and 128K of memory- 



Die if that's the best 
it can do , 

For this you"re 
asked to stump up 
£29 95. consider 
ably more than the 
price of a damn 
good hardback the- 
saurus. 

It seems such a 
great deal of money 
to pay for some- 
thing so weak • 



1 Press ESC to quit 




KE VH All 


brain 

conceive 

conception 

conscience 

conscious 

critical 

ego 


note 

perception 

personal ity 

psyche 

psychiatry 

psychic 

psychology 

rational 



GOOD NEWS 
Simple, sturdy background 
program. 



SO AMSTRAB ACTtOM 



BAD NEWS 

■ Ei pensive. 

■ 1 0,000 words I* not enough, 



SERIOUS 



SUN COMPUTER 



£17.95 disk • keys only 
Akom LW • 01-052 «75 

A cracking crossword is noi something you'd 
expect in the Sun, bur. living modestly 
beneath the bingo and right next door to the 
star signs is a decidedly enjoyable cerebral 
assauJt course. These puzzlers, having been 
compiled into countless hooks, are now mak 
tng Lhcir presence felt on the CPC 

Atom Ltd. undei licence to Mews Group 
Newspapers Ltd, have released The Sun 
Computer Ciosswoids Volume 5 ("Now That's 
What I Call Crosswords Vol 5," perhaps?), an 
idea] way for budding cryptographers lo cut 
their teeth Not that the seasoned campaigner 
should feet left out, because there's enough 
wordplay here even for the crossword freak 
who | use lives for idiograms and synonyms 

Tht* best thing about this package is the 
gentle way Jt introduces novices to the 
intriguing world of the anagram, woid spin 
and palindrome. An analysis of the first puz 
zle as included in the manual, tor example, as 
is a list of the abbreviations used in the clues 

The puzzle is presented tn a simple and 
easily understood format. The crossword sits 



at the top of the screen, you select a clue by 
sts number and the poser is printed below 
, along with a solution box - just in case an 
answer apings to mind 

This is no simple question and answer 
session, the program being designed to help 
you understand crossword dynamics. It tea 
Lures four levels of help to suit everyone from 
absolute beginners lo those swme who finish 
the Ttmes in less than ten minutes 

Clues are first presented in cryptic form, 
and the help option may be employed to 
determine the way to the question should be 
attacked An signifies an anagram. Do tot an 
action, Du meaning word dj vision and so on 
This breakdown helps you work out what 
clues to look For in the question itself. Even if 
you get completely stuck the learning curve is 
enhanced when the solution is revealed. You 
won t get the hang of it straightaway, but 
you'll soon pick up the technique for cracking 
the toughest of crosswords 

Tunes crosswords are also available on 
the CPC as are the previous four volumes of 
Sun brain teasers. The later modules all con- 
tain a team game feature, but that's not what 
crosswords are about: its the duel of wits 
between the puzzler and the puzzled, a brain 
battle for pride, not points, ft 



HAL & me 

The Computet Crosswords projeel has been a 
labour of love lor au|hor David Aktnhead. 
David, son of Edmund, Editor ol Times cross- 
words from 1 964-1 98-3, has now published 
across some 14 lormais, having begun in BBC 
Basic 

It was the him o( Arthur (X Clarke ! s 2flfft 
curiously enough, thai gavrj David ihe clue he 
needed. In it ihe Americans and the Russians 
d@ vise a docking communications system to 
enable them lo rescue a US modui'e disabled 
near Ju pilar. The method - a compiler program 
with a slacking device that lets it out in chunks, 
and a dtlfereni program lo unload n - gave 

David Ihe inspiration 
to solve the complexi- 
ties ol fitting 50 cross- 
words onto a single 
disk. 

Did you know, by the 
way, thai the 'modem 11 
crossword was invent- 
ed by a silent order of 
French monks in th# 
labour of love ^Sl+i cenlury? 




GOOD NEWS 
■ Educational, challenging and fun. 



SAD NEWS 
Expensive. 



AA prize crossword... 44 prize crossword... 44 p 



By special arrangement wilh Mam, we 
bring you a crossword taken directly 
from ihe volume reviewed here We've 
given you a couple ol solutions to start 
you off and explained tiow ihey wort, 
Eftlnts to A A Crossword, Amstred 
Mm 4 Queen SI Bllti BAl lEJ.bj 
31 si CclobeMSW 

Across 

l A Dieis can disturb for the duration • 8i 
So-fu uon . Distance a s ■ -j '6 ij an arca- 
gram tndtcsfor for "Diets cart" OfS* 
TANCE iS 2SS0Ci$te4 wfo durtf rflff. 
esp. m taxing) 

7 A Russian lor whrjm I get the vehicle 

So/uf pott: WAN fge!" means joined so; 
ffience J wifrr a won* meaning H w Hide" 
-VAN) 

8A Control ol pleasures on the never^ 
never! [&\ 

Solution: JOYSTICK iJQYS/'pk* 

surej." TtCKmemstttttit JOYSTICK 

isaformotevntrotf 

34 Stroke treatment cm ship \i} 

10A Headgear manipulated by Svengali 

(6) 

n A Part of fool |o nol« (8) 

12A Flat in either direction (5) 

14A Engineers go to a church on pan 



of a river (5) 

1GA Mark or Dorothy? (3) 

1| A Old Bob has ptenty enough for a 

specimen (6) 

MA Complain! about the bowler's tri- 
umphant call? (6) 

22 A He raises unnecessary tears of a 

mistral storm {9| 

23 A Stamp on animal (4j 

?4A Street on which a politician gets 

poini of French flight! 

Down 

1 D Abandon original plan and evade it. 
perhaps? [7) 

2D CifOi has energy to bum "Si 
3D Moiice liir change |6) 
4D Animal shy. with broken toe 
SD A cold task outside lor Biblical 
favourite (5) 

60 Hit by withdrawal ol labour 1 6; 
OD Die m river epitaph put up inside 

ID 

rSD Slaughter by a band of sailors in 
prison (T) 

16D One gets cold m departmenl show 

n 

170 Vehicle lesl lo reverse Iwice wilh 
instr^menl (3-3) 

1 90 Everything put up (he old lane (5) 
21D Discrimination In another state (5) 



The Sun Crossword 1 



Score 




Insert clue nunber 



Name 




Address 



— i 



AMSTRAD ACTION 21 



25% 



0 



1st Choice for fast 
friendly 





ARCADE 




in* 


Disc 


*X*Oif Road Racing 


7.45 


10.96 


Aulicm Force 


T.4& 




An«r B*jm*r 


?4S 


10.95 


Barbarian? 


745 




Ba1minCap*<5cfj% 


7.<g 


1D.S5 


OommandFfrrf 


fi.70 


10,« 


Crazy Can 2 


7.iS 




C^bemold 


7.45 




D*nDara2 


5.95 




Darn Stf* 


7.45 


1G.W 




7.46 




Dr*gofiNin|a 


7.45 




Otw 


10.66 


^s.4i 


Fir* Trap 


7.45 




Ooih« 




HUH 


oi«mt 


ft 70 


14.95 




7 45 




iNflthsrworld-B 


7.AS 




QparatlenWolf 


7.45 


10,95 


OWHeralor 


7 45 




Pecieno 


745 




R»alGhoHCjil*'t 


?M 


tC Si 




7M 


10 « 


fkinningMdJi 


745 


10.W 


fern The (tauntM 


7.45 


io.» 


StmuriiWvTkof 


*,70 


10.9B 




7,45 


1Q.05 


SlonnlOffd 


?M 


10.05 


Thund»rbird* 


7.4fi 


io.» 


V»ntnn Slnkni Bach 


7 iS 





ADVENTURE 



Gem* Owi 2 

LATUM 

RmAtiqI IhaTrolli 



fl.70 9.70 
10» U.» 

7.45 0 70 



off non-budget 
software 
RRP 



BUSINESS 

"Ape Ok 



HomaBudgel 
Mint Office ? 
Teectipy 



1.75 

24.70 

».« 

10.95 tJ.« 



BUDGET 



Che** CnMta 1 




Ghc** Cheats £ 


;■ fKJ 4 !Jf- 


Big Fool 


2.B8 


Commando 




PoWbaJIManagar 


Ul 


Footballer of Ih* Yw 


299 




?W 


Mcrto C*d*i Suriyteiey 


ue 


PraSnooh*' 


2.99 


SASCwibel 


2,00 


£!r#*t Sang Foot bill 


£.00 


ThaHIt Squid 


2.S& 


Trtanji* Wand Dizzy 


2.90 


Twin Tud» Vfl 


?W 


ZOffD 


5.« 


WrWOff 


1J0 


B. McGuHgan'sfita^ng 


1 90 


Somo4*ctc 


1.90 




Iff 


DynimfteDan 


1-99 


DttfiDamch 


1.90 


EutipHn 5 a Stde 


1. 99 


GhoatbuHem 


1,00 


GunSoal 


1.90 


JoeeiaOf 2 


1.W 


Srian^KiKafttbl 


■ m 


Sim Davit Snooftr 


1-99 


Thing 


l.M 


Va&baDaibo«Ch» 


190 


Yogi Bear 


1.90 







EDUCATION 

Tap* One 



Ant**rB*ckQutf(frt 1)7.45 T0-45 
Fact Fjhtttor fibOvB 

Arthmite flfrl t) 5-70 9. 7D 

Englitn Wonss 02 + \ ^70 9.70 

Gen. Knouriedgfl j T & - | J.70 9.70 

"3#n Science jle * J 5.70 9,70 

ttal.HWoiyllO - 3.70 9,70 

iipfli Inn |8 i 1 3,70 9.70 

Sonar Maim < 1J- 19) 6.20 ia.70 

6«nafSoalllng^14] ft 20 i270 

©**O0jrf12 m M0 12,70 

Cft#m-«ry(l2 $.20 12 70 

Ctwriittn/GC$£ to.&a 14,90 
French Mialraa* 14,95 

Fun S«IW0l {2-5] 4.45 5-70 

FunSchooHo-6] 4.45 A.7Q 

Fun School 4.45 fl.70 

Fun 3ch«J ? lUndtr B) 7,45 9.70 

Fun School 2 (Ml 7.45 9.70 

Fun School 2 fOver 9| 7,45 0.70 
German Metier 14 05 

Mag«MaaJii{4-91 i.W 12.70 

Mam Man* 15^ $-20 12. 70 

Mto Mmim |ft Mj A 30 12-70 
Phyt**i12 16; 12 fC 

Pny«*aCStT 10.BS 14.95 
Spelhng « s 70 

LEISURE* SPORT 

E. Huphw Int, Socw 7.45 10.86 

^rx7lballMa?4ag*r2 7.45 10-96 
Game Sel and MeJch ? 9.70 1 3.45 

G Lntlir Sup SKil'l T.45 10.96 

GoU S#lv*f BccMize 1 Q.95 ) fi. 7r> 

Touf d* Force 7.4b 

Trrv Piifturl Naw Beg 10H 1 4.0Q 

Trtv. Purport Ganut r0.&6 14 96 

Triv, Punjuit ¥our»g 10JS 14 9$ 

WecleMejie 7.45 1 0.-96 



phone 
070672728 




CHEAT 



for only 



Tape £2.39 
Disc £4.99 
Bond the rules! Play your games until dusk r with 
cheat options such as infinite weapons and 
rmmuniry. 

CHOICE CHEATS 1 

Ch*ai at 0¥ Fv Mftane or FouJ. Cyban^d, Kamav. Operation 
Wfiff, FVing Shvk, fl»dki*. Tanium, Mvinod Pmtia.il SimwIaEar 
Joe Bad* 2 S*r 1 -rtmpv Reflei: and Shangb' Karate 

CHOICE CHEATS 2 

i HOflpwr Copper Arfconod AnHanoaJ2. 

DyiWHtDan Sotam-in t Kay, CMzjry j, ATV&fnultfbf Emp*e 
Snkta B«*. R-q Ski Si^usihar SaEman ind Haad Ow He*is 



1^0 



pf^rS^^ pf Kses are 
in cl u si ve of VAT 
andP&PinUK. 
To order send cheque or PO to 



1 st Choice Software Ltd 
Dept A A/ID 

4 Paul Row, Temple Lane 
Littlebofough, Lanes OL 15900 



Please stale Name. Address, Title Disc or Cassette and price 




NIRVANA vi.i 

The Ultimate Disc Management Suite 



A POWERFUL SUITE OF DISC UTILITIES WITH THE FOLLOWING FEATURES 



SELECTABL E DRIVES 

Any romtHfiHlion ol di&i: dnv*?& can b& se*ecteo 
EASiaiSC FORMATTER 

Formate a disc m ufitfftr 20 MCOflfli F&t malting >& pQSS&a m 
dnvB Atf B with a C*HX» o< DATA or VENDOR lormatt 
H€HAaalFll£S 

NinvAiMA tufoon*. s**gr# and mualpla nramu^ ol li^as 
EJUSI FILES 

WIRvAna iuooo^s 'l-ngfci and muhipie ora^no of MM 
PlHECTQFlT BPffflB 

On-acrMn. rjiradory atlowi allaraEion Eo ir.y part or a flaKl 
diraclory 



SECTOR EflfTPB 

On-scrwn. adltirvg o\ any sector i* passible alfcaMMin^ aneraHo^ 
lo t» mode diractly Eo ir^e disc's cods- To help quid* you round 
a daia tormanad- dw a Deia Sacior Map is mcHiaad m ihe 

m&tnjdion manual 
DISC MAP 

Maps a disc with ins opfw)rt ol (wintwg ma map lo urea* of 
pnrMar The map enow* ma nam* of aacn lit* logoihar wiir> ijh« 
tracKi * sectors n Occupies 

FILE ATTBltlffES 

Four options a-e available allowing *-W*l 10 0» HEAD ONLY or 
READ WRITE and DIRECTORY or SYSTEM 



FILE COPY 

A unlqua and JrttalligaM Ida coplar allows smgle or molliple 
irantlar or Mas Horn on* disc lo snolhar This oplwn wilt chacfe 
lor and use any additional mamory including D K irpnits 
mamory oa*5 up lo 25€K WiTjh a ?564C pack it m rrartstef on# 
SJtoe ol a due in a s>ng!a pass, (ort+y one disc change fo* single 
d»kva um) Futi On screen raporfing ol now the translef it 
progrosstng 

Thla option allows single or murtipu IracHs rg be rrans^arreo 
■rom Ono d>3C 10 anottler Full on-SCreon repo^irg shows EraCM 
and sacEC-rs being Eranslfif red 



The ROM versKan qt NIRVANA has ■nivrff ictient room |p soma laartufei. Tntsa ara however, lupollad on o-sc 
NIRVANA 15 CAPABLE OF BACKir#G-UP SOWS COMMERCIAL DISCS AUTHORITY MUST BE OBTAINED FROM TH£ COPYRIGHT HOLDER BEFORE A COMMERCIAL DISC B BACKEI^UP 

Simply the best Disc Management Suite available today 



Upgrade ycm r earty D*sc ^sion UK €300 Eu«m t* 25 

Upgr»rQu' ROM unci *wi UK CGOG EiiiOpa C?25 

Dtscro ROM upgrade nnc dHC) UK C"3 00 Europe t^2S 

Disc ws on UK £"5 00 Europe C^25 

ROM vaN ion imciudfifl disci UK £26 00 Europe C27 25 



Rastol the World £5 00 

Rail at m* wond fift.OO 

Rs*«. or ihi Work! £f500 

Resl or mo World ElT.Ofl 

RbeI qr -hti World t ?B 00 



AMSTRAD OMP2000/3000 PRINTERS 




CHARACTER DESIGNER 


Tht prvrrta* buflar pretantty m ma DMP2000<3000 prmfers <* a ?K RAM Moal of m# RAM is 
used oy the pnntffa operaung ? ysiem lea^mo around 1 W as fctifltof space Om upgrade tot 
contains a now italic RAM ch»p which will mcraaia Iha available buMar by aboul 6K 
■.approximawy 4 pages 0^ i»rtp Th«s up^rid* also aHows an o^wnrcwiabw cnatactOf* io be 
Itdiirtati anablinQ lHa user to dawgn ipeoai eharacttra (o# use m scien^idc and otntK pro^^i— , 
The Hil ls suppled witti lull- ptCIOnal inslructions rg allow the amateur to carry out his own 
upgride (ihe DWPS 'SC' hkhs .mou! ? mmuiaa) li you don't ihlnk you'ra up 1o ir your local TV 
Shop can do the jgl> 

UK. £14.50 EUROPE £15 7* REST OF WORLD £16,60 


" REDEFINE PRINTER DOWNLOAD CHARACTERS * 
■ REDEFINE COMPUTER SCREEN FONTS " 
H DESIGN SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC CHARACTERS * 

Tht* utility tikes i\> Ehe hard work oul of cnaracTer o*sigr»ng making n a pi«aau'« All o**grn^ 
>5 oarifl or^ screen »□ you can S4« auctiy whu you are doing. Vou can ague your newly 
dti^ignad cnarideri CO disc and reload Ihem mlo tjgsic prpgiamn and most word procfissgf s 
Tht program dwe alH COntiiriB twalva lonn tor SKpsrimenEaSion 

UKi H OO EUROPE £16.50 REST OF WORLD 1 1 7 7S 



Plc«so send your cheque {£ Sterling) Eurocheque or UK P.O. to: 
GOLOMARK SYSTEMS, 51 COMET ROAD, 
HATFIELD, HERTFORDSHIRE, ALIO OSY, ENGLAND 



Write or Telephone 
(0707)271529 
for a brochure 



PRINTER 



Prince of printers? 



Can the Mannesmann Tally 
MT222 real/7 be worth all of 
£800? PAT McDONALD takes 
some convincing. 



MT222 



E TOT, 25 

Mannesmann Tally « 0734 78871 1 



You certainly ge: your money s worth with this 
one! Open the box and you find a wealth of 
bits and pieces ta plug in and attach There's a 
cut sheet feeder, tractor assembly {already fit- 
ted bu; detachable} and the front cover 
Everything fits very well - no rattling or ten 
dency to fat) apart. Obviously a lot of design 
work has gone :nto the moulding. 

Since this is a wide carriage printer, you 
can fit paper up to 15" wide into it As a result 
it does grab a fair bit of your desk space. The 
paper is, as usual, fed mio The back, and that's 
where the printer cables go (either the normal 
Centronics parallel or RS232 serial connectors 
can be used) Add to this the power lead, and 
you'll need an square area of about 70cms on a 
side 

Start print 

Once you have the whole thing connected up. 
you'll appreciate that the motor drive in it is 
not exactly underpowered After spending all 
of five seconds fitting the paper, the printer 
whipped it out of my hands and fed it through. 

Printing speed is excellent. The claimed 
printing speed is 220 characters per second in 



• The MT222: chunky and solid 




» ■ 



draft mode; ] timed it at inch high 

about 170 cps. sua fast |^ SSH! ! The normal print routines. 

indeed It's much faster than H'airwj, 1** *1 1 good as they are. in pro* 

the Setkosha SLB0. and , iV^A? * aJT: !';5u grams such as Advanced 

shows the Star LC24-10 a 11**1 ArrSrurtioandSropF/essare 

clean pair of heels too. simply not up to exploiting 

Getting good quality rt « J£ this kind of capability proper 

prim out of the MT222 is not ** ** ** !y Nonetheless the results 

straightforward. It emulates axe stunning, and it's only a 

the Epson LQ Uettei quality) ™.*iLi„™d ^ n , tth matter of time More some 

i_ mii • Speed, quaftiy and dtpendabihiy: 

or the IBM XL standards, samples o1ihe MT22Z s good work flfclUttS comes up with 24 pin 

which means that most com^ primer routines 

putei users must buy a sepa- t(V n a -n^ ^ **^ tlC p ° ilits ' There are two manuals 

rate font cartridge to get supplied with the printer, 

good looking characters. One is the operators manual 

Five are available, Courier, r 1 ■* & * e and is written in a very clear. 

Serif and Gothic among informative style. The other 

them Luckily for us CPC * p * c 1 is the applications manual 

owners. QuaUias does nice- which contains the codes 

|y. r t rimk > s , . „ - needed to get the most out of 

You can download fonts * p * * <K * 1 it, Both manuals assume that 

into the UTZ22 very nicely , you have never used a print- 

jndeed. Once there, you can of * v fJv w« Jr + teii er before, and serve as an 

ck: ail the normal tricks or. excellent introduction 

the test: superscript and There is one problem, in 

subscript, double strike, emphasized, double that none of the example programs in the man 

height and underline ual work without modification If you ignore 

the opsw commands, replace lprint with 

You get what you pay for priht is and lust with list is you'll be 

The graphics printing of the MT222 is fine 

formidable, because not only can you do the The finesse of this product has to be seen 

normal 24 pin printei stunts, you also have 360 to be believed. You pay for quality, but if yon 

dots per inch horizontally and vertically A one- want a punter that's going to last you years 

to-one scale of the Amstrad screen would print and years, or do some serious fanzine work, 

out at under two inches wide and jtret over one then it s a real investment • 



GOOD NEWS 
WondeHul graphics capability, 
Beautifully put together: you 
won t be upgrading. 



Yours for the asking 

Why is AA reviewing a printer twice as expen- 
sive as the CPC itseU? For the simple reason 
that we're giving this big beauty aw*y in our 
first Edition DTP series (see p 40). Some ludry 
blighter is going to be giving some poor post- 
man a hard time, courtesy of Mannesmann 
Tally and Amstrad Action. 

Besides we intend to review a whole 
range of printers for all poctefs, and. as the 
best that money can buy, the MT222 provides a 
standard against which lesser - but more 
affordable - printers can be measured. 

Incidentally, a while bade it was doubtful 
whether the MT222 was ever going to be on 
sak in this country {see Amscene h issue 41). 
Due to a technical design fault, the printer had 
to be put on hold until the problems were 
ironed out Now at last it's available, if you 
have the necessary readies. 



BAD MEWS 

■ Cost. 

■ You'll probably need font 
cartridges or QuaSitas. 



AM ST HAD ACTION 23 



MICE GALORE 



Rodents running 
all over your table 



Of mice and mice software: at a 
glance, everything you ever 
wanted to know about mice 
but were afraid to ask in case 
people thought you really 
believed a mouse was a small 
furry rodent. 

STEVE WILLIAMS assesses 
the brand new value-for-money 
bundle from Datel Electronics, 
while PAT McDONALD makes 
comparisons with the other 
two currently available. 



DATEL MOUSE 
BUNDLE 



C49.99 with OOP Ait Studio 

Date) * 07&2 744707 

Disk ^nd tape. 1 2BK memory required 

(Note: available with OCP Advanced 

Art Studio from WAGCI) 



Datel Etectronics' new package consists of: 

• the Genius Mouse (long available for other 
computers); a mouse mat; 

• OCP Ait Studio, generally Tanked second 
only to the Advanced An Studio as the 
best ever graphics package (or the CPC: 

• a mouse holder; 



• arvd - last but most important oi : all - an 
interface that enables the CPC to interpret 
the signals from the mouse, without which 
nothing would he possible. 
A sleek Luie crream coloured beastie (10 by 6 
by tons) with a nice solid feel to it, the 
Genius has two buttons on its surface thai 
gjve a satisfying audible click when pressed 
The cable is a generous 380cms long with a 
joystick plug. The roUerbal! uhe bail on which 
the mouse travels across your desk:- is medi- 
um-sized and coated in a sof: plastic shell 
The unit has an optical rotary encoder which 
has a speed of up id BGOctot per second. 

The Datel mouse interface has a very 
familiar look to it. bearing a sinking resem- 
blance to a Dk tromcs memory expansion 
pack and even sparring the Dk' tromcs logo. 
Surprising 7 Not M you have been keeping up 



Comparison; AMX MOUSE 



£49.95 with AMX Art 
£74,95 with 5 fop Press 
Database Software ? 0625 B788SS 
Dish and tape: all CPC* 

Reviewed AA7 

Stop Press reviewed AA2B 



When it was released three years 
ago. the AMX mouse was the only 
one of its kind available. Since then, 
a number of utilities have been 
made available that work with it in 
perfect harmony. The best is AMX 
Stop Press, the most user friendly 
and powerful desk top publishing 
program lor the CPC. 

The interlace is about the size 
of a packet oE Swan Vestas and 
plugs directly into the joystick port 
jutting out from the side of the 
compute! by about 80cms. The i.1 
draws its power from the Jive volt 
line by interrupting it with a plug 
and socket arrangement. It is 
always to the tack o( my mind that 
one day I am going to inadvertently 
going to catch something on the 
protruding 1 3 unit and send a nasty 



power spike to the computer via the 
interrupted five vote toe with dis- 
astrous consequences. 

H only for this reason I prefer 
Datel s package The i 1 sits nice 
and tight on the tack of my com- 
puter out of harm'* way and there's 
no messy fiddling wtth plugs and 
sockets to provide a power supply. 
Thais the way to design add-ons 
correctly. 

The mouse has three buttons 
which have a very soft feel and 
dent punish your lingertips. The 
feel of the mouse in the hand is 
comfortable, though most people 
find that the palm ls held above it. 
father than on it. It's impossible to 
please everyone, I suppose 

AMX Art, the main drawing 
program supplied with the mouse, 



has several disadvantages com 
pared to other art programs- It only 
allows you to edit a portion of the 
available screen. You can only edit 
pictures in the four colour Mode 1 
And the manner in which the pic- 
tures are loaded and saved means 
that a special program i.also sup 
plied with the moused is needed to 
use them in your own programs 

Having given it a right slag 
ging, however I should make it 
plain that it s loads of fun to use. 
The mouse control is by lar the 
most responsive i ve seen with any 
art program, and you 31 find yourself 
spending hours perfecting pictures 
on your CPC 

There are two design programs 
on the disk to let you create your 
own (onts, icons and patterns- for 
use in AMX Art. They're all my tp 
use and understand, 

Another excellent extra ls the 
control program With it, any 
halfway competent Basic program- 
mer caa set up a WMP desk top 
with a mouse pointer, and some 
icons too And ol course, pull down 
menus too! So writing your own 
programs to work with the AMX 
mouse is no problem at all 



The manual Sot the whole she- 
bang is easy enough to read, hut 
because it cavers all the various 
programs the detail isn t quite there 
for the absolute beginner It must be 
s-aLd though rha- you really learn 
bow to use a mouse system by play- 
ing around with it. and so the AMX 
(overall) is a good choice for any 
Amstrad ownei; 

The rollerball in the AMX unit is 
made ol plastic and consequently 
is very light. In use this means that 
it doe* not have such a positive 
"feel" as the Genius mouse. The 
buttons on the Genius also have a 
better action than those ol the 
AMX which seem to have a weak 
return eo the normal position In 
addition the Genius mouse glides 
over ihe mat more easily than the 
AMX one 11 had always thought the 
AMX one was pretty free up until I 
did this review I At the end ol the 
day it is going to be the Genius 
mouse that will outlive the AMX 
mouse. 



Software 
Comfort 
Value 
Overall 



7 
8 
7 
8 
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MICE GALORE 



Comparison 1 , M4ST£R MOUSE 



with Cherry Paint 
£64,99 with Micro Design 
Siren Software - Q£1 228 1831 
Disk only! all CPCs 
Cherry Paint reviewed A420 
Micro Design reviewed 4428 

Billed as "compatible with all AMX 
software, the Siren Matter Mouse 
is another three button effort that 
does indeed mimic all the actions 
<rf the AMX offering. 

There are two options: you can 
either buy it with Cheny Paint, a 
French art program di.stiibuied 



eiccltistvely by Siren; or with 
Micro Design, a Siren program that 
almost - but not quite - makes the 
claim of being a DTP package, 

Chttiy P^nr works in mode 2 
only, and is stun mug when used for 
the first time: icons, pull down 
men us a nd 50 Oil Are executed SO 



well you might think that it was 
running on an Apple Macintosh 

The program does have (laws: 
pixel accuracy is difficult, the docu- 
mentation is skimpy and the pat- 
terns to paint on the screen cannot 
be edited. Nevertheless Cherry 
Painl has lots of charm, 

Micro Design is different in that 
it has loss of potential power and 
so is tricky to get to know. Mouse 
control works quite welt with it 
you could easily knock out a 
newsletter or poster on the setup 

As for producing a fully fledged 
fanzine with lots of different fonts - 
it would take a dedicated user 
indeed to find the time for all the 



tweaks necessary. 

Although it cannot really be 
matched with the AMX or Daid 
products, the Siren mouse has one 
advantage: it s compatible with the 
AMX, and is cheap 1 If you already 
own some mouse software 
I Advanced Ait Studio and Stop 
Press) then this will be the best 
way to ha ve the best com to 1 G nod 
for somebody who (usi wants a 
mouse. 

Software 7 
Comfort 7 
Value 3 
Ouerail 7 



with Amscene and recall thai Date! is th& 
company that bought up the company that 
bought up Dk ironies {many moons ago), and 
now they are putting their circuit board in the* 
sell same boxes 

The Dk'tiomcB box on a 6128 has a 
through connector for the expansion pert, and 
{a nice touch} a small tunnel passing through 
the lower left part that allows the printer 
cable to pass through. The 464 pack is about 
half as wide as the 6128 one and therefore 
doesn't need the hittc through tunnel On the 
left hand edge of both packs there is a joy- 
stick socket and emerging from the box below 
it is an 18cm cable with a joystick plug at the 
other end 

The interface plugs snugly onto the 
expansion port at the rear of the computer 
The joy suck plug from the unit curls around 
the side of the computer and fits into the 
6128 s port The plug from the mouse then fits 
into she socket on the side of the interlace 
pack. 

Mouse magic 

Ah H the joys of free-hand drawing with a 
mouse 1 It allows you to sit away from the 
monitor and view the design from a distance 

From the keyboard for instance you can t 
create "artistic masterpieces' such as the one 
.n Fig t The Genius mouse has a nice precise 
control over the cursor and the action is very 
^rr.ooih The only limitation is ones artistic 
ty - --r in my case, aitisuc liability 
iVr.i :. yau swstch to zoom (or "magnify i 
mode the advantages of usmg a mouse 



become manifest Touching up the errant pix 
els thai have somehow found their way into 
your work of art ceases to be a boring chore 
and becomes an occasion foi joy and happi- 
ness. 

There is, however, bad news for those of 
you with Stop Piess and dreams of compati- 
bility The pointer moves around the screen 
alright, but the lack of a third button means 
you can't click onto icons. Perhaps the techno- 
bods at Date) might consider malting Stop 
Press compatible 1 

But is this rodent up m scratch? 

The complete package - Art Studio, mouse. 
.Mi-iidCt- mouse mat and holder - costs 
£49 99. Considering that The Art Studio alone 
z&a;is at CIS, and that the mouse mat and 
holder are worth, say. about £13. you re get- 
ting the mouse and interface for a mere £19. 

If Datel had just boxed the Advanced Ait 
Studio (saving it from obscurity) with a mouse 
and interface allowing CPC owners to use 
thai excellent program, they would have 
earned my approval They have done both 
these things, added extra goodies and bun- 
dled them in an excellent graphics package at 
a keen price, 

If you don t yet own either art package or 
mouse then Datel s Genius Mouse kit war 
rants serious consideration. 



Software 
Comfort 
Value 
Overall 



10 
& 
9 

& • 




* OCPArt Studio is simply the besi iher* i« 





A Th# Master Moljs* car also be used 
wjlh Stop frpss 
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A AMX Art ddesn l lei yourtfn Iftft wtlOlti serpen 

i^irmFTTEOia 




Living in hope -and a note of caution 



• IMIlKtani&bm 
<ku CPC uhihii a gratt mt p 
vice by rekmmg Advanced 
Art Studio from rtu TWiikjbt 
aw*" b It too nactt to bop* 
tfcftt tfai tttoeflect tod modi 
VVgfctt mm AdvWK&d Music 
System ntgfc tuppu m Mm 



uirfctf? 

# The interim nviewed 
tare m ■ component of the 
Qatet mwm ia the one 
fi*«tgil£d for Hm 6128 The only 
dtfftrencv between this and 
dH mwmuml£\b& shape of 
the box if fi botuad in (the 



design of the bade of 4St it 
different from the fSM I \WlM*£ 
note thtt *&* owner* will need 
the Dk'trnnka 64C RAM pack 
as well 

• Finally, note thai you c&h t 
tm An Studio on a 4§i to 
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tut mum 
p«rinH ii.*.Hiin 
Lmmt HliulBN 
UHnlv icmn 








Irtlp harirowktm 
1fI4p U*r1fcC*l 

i:nt.in- 

no tat* L/fl 

Hntat* 

CJiflftn* Ink- 





ih Merc Design, included wllh the Master Mouse, 
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Three pages packed with powerful problem-solving from the pen of PATMcDONALD 



•How long is a piece of string? 

I'm wilting a database program on my 6128. 
and have come across a problem I'm using the 
second 64K of memory fox 
storing fields, and 
arrays lor storing 
record titles arid field 
titles 

My problem 
occurs when f try to 
save the file Here's 
an example, which is 
supposed to create a file 
t hats 64 K long:- 




Tr*cle i 

^^ 00 oa 22 

OD OA ZZ El 

OA Si 22 

22 61 22 OD 

61 ^2 fll> RA 

22 00 OA 22 

H OA H Si 

OA 22 El 22 

22 Gl 22 00 

61 22 UP OA 

22 00 OA 22 

00 OA 2% El 

OA 22 El 22 

22 Gl 22 00 

gi as (ID IIA 

22 00 OA 22 



Sec tor 009 



■1 H^H 
1 II II 

II - II ' Ik 



II L II 
■ I — II 

1 m h + 



"A" . 

S 1 L 

ff f+ 44—44 

1 . . 



■ * " m 
. . . " A" 

» E M^.l 

■ F _ n it _ II 

M « ■ 4H ■■ 

"a* . . h a" . . M 



Address: 0000 Pag*?: 



1/3 



•Desperately seeking help 

Could you tell me where to get the manufacturer's data 
sheets dealing with the chips inside the CPC , as mentioned 
in the Firmware Guide? I haven t got the foggiest idea 
where to go and 1 need to know bow to make sounds, read 
the keyboard/joysticks and also use the tape deck, without 
resorting to the firmware. It's for a game thai ray (nend and 
1 are writing. 
John Girvin, Belfast 

Hmm. The only company that I know of for dais sheets are mk^^r 
RS r who don t sell to the pubhc. They have a setup called wm^i^ 
ElectromM who do help out individuate *OS38 204555. ^ ^ $SSSuSS^^ isSti*T 

Mfldjm f dou £ really think that data sheets are going MMM| iwfct?) 
£0 he/p you much. W7is£ you really need &o Jmow w bow to 

dnve the hardware of the CPC directly, And no book currently available t&Ils you about it. That 
may, however, change in the not too-distant Mum... 




• The contents ol the lilMhat partes David Palnck 
("Ho* long is a piece ol siring 1 ? 11 ) 

10 CPEHOOT TILES 1 

20 a$*~a~ 

30 FOR i-1 TO 65536 65536 bytes = 64K 

40 WRITE 

50 NEXT i _ 

60 CLOSBOTT 

The result is a full disk, which was previ- 
ously for malted and the file was over 64 K 
long 1 then went on to find something else 
which was odd Here comes another program 



as an example:- 

10 OfriaOtfT "FILES" 
20 a$=STRI1iGS(10. "a") 
30 FOR i-l TO €554 
40 WRITE f9.ftS 
50 HHC1 1 
60 CLDSEOUT 

The result of this was a 90K file I then 
went on to search Jo: an answer to this, so 1 
used a sector editor and looked at uack 01 . sec 
tor CI Results were as shown in the accompa 
nying picture 

I unders: l u LluH the 22s on the disk are 
the * character and the FFs are for the . char- 
acters, but what are the iOD and 4 OA for 7 Is it 
some kind of control character that tells the 
computer to stop when it gets to this point 7 Is 
there any way around this without messing 
about with machine code 1 ? 

David Patrick, Sheffield 



You'll be glad to know, David, thai there s a 
simple answer to this The Oo/Oa setup aw 
indeed control characters: on consulting the 
manual you 'if rind thai they re carnage ieturn 
tinti ttnvieed (CR/tF) Your piograrn is putting 
them there f 

When you print something, either to the 
screen or to a disk hie then CfVLFis automat- 
ically added unless you suppress it Thai 's 
easy enough simply add a semtcolon to the 
statement like this - 
40 WRIT! I9 r a$; 

•Incomplete conversion 

[ own an ageing 464 and for a time now have 
considered upgrading it to a €128 {as shown m 
AA20) After reading your article what 1 would 
like to know is does upgrading allow you to 
use 61 2B hardware, such as the 256K memory 



>A1I cut up 



Due to unforeseen circumstances (ie my expletive deleted little cousin} 
the video output connector on my CPC is in two pieces After Joui weeks 
searching I've managed to find a six pin DIN plug, but now IVe lost the 
other plug, and can i solder anything back until I know which colour 
wire goes to which number pin 

The wires that have been cut off {I'll never forgive him r ) are coloured 
white, red f green, blue, black, red (are you sure that's two reds? - Pat) 
and a hollow yellow sheath 

Hy the way 1 have u green GT65 monitor I'd tove to see a modulator 
hardware project Oh, and did you know that if you set your video to 
camcorder, ie source mode and connect pins 6 and 4 of the computer to 
video in. then you get a pretty good black and white picture that you 
can video' 

Michael Hoys. Nelson 

iSrt've, can I take apart or^ rJ $vi ii:om Definitely nc 1 ed) Assuming 
that you re leJJmg libs about the two red wires, Michael, then black 



staJd he GND. and the white and yellow wires tyou'll probably have 
to extend the latter} are SYNC and LUM. though which is which who 

knows... 

What I'm saymg is you'll just have lo try all the combinations once 

black is connected to 

CND you can t huii 



the monitor by getting 
them wrong You don't 
actually need the red, 
green and blue signals 
on a green monitor 

Anyway the con- 
nections as available 
m your ever friendly 
CPC manual are 
shown in the accom- 
panying picture 
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• TTsi s miisiratfon may prevent Michael Beys CM 
cul up") ffom strangling someorw 
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BrunWord 6128 f 3D 

EkunWord 6l?t is Specially written tor the Amstrad 
C PC 61 28, Months were spent jusE optimising The 
rout.nes inlo 1h«ir smallest, most eNicienl form. 
The re&ull 14 the fastest, most convenient, word 

process for this compyler, cornDlele with the 
lastest spelNng cnecker and a card liling 
programme ior mail merging. Whether you are 
writing a tew letters or 9 compret* novel, you will 
-ind no belter assistant Than B r ^nWor<j. 

The word processor, spelling cocker and 
30,000 word dictionary, are an loaded into 
memory by typing RUN -BBUNWORO\ The disc 
drive is Ihen completely tree ior your data disc. 

Air Diner wortf processors, even the ROM 
versions, need lo access the programme disc to 
lest the spelling. t ROM versions have the 
dictionary On disc), Thtj [| slow and can involve 
many disc Changes- For e-.ampie F Protect needed 
Ihe disc to b* changed eight times to check the 
spring ot Our test Me, whereas BrunWord needed 
no disc in the 

The <0 frafle BrunWord manual has several 
detailed examples* starting with step by step 
Imrtr'MCl ons to produce ano print a simple letter. 
But your very first step is to load the TUTOR tile 
into BrunWo^O. This takes even the complete 
novice Straight into word processing and 

demonstrates the powerful editing and tor malting 
features at BrunWord. There are also examples oi 
pnnter control, showing how to create headings, 
to underline Or to emphasis, and live deliberate 
speHmg errors for you to correct. Tiro tutor takes 
abouE 20 minutes to run through and alter that 
you will feet confident to type in your own ten l. 

BrunWord Features 

*4Q. ID or i2$ <«ivflui dtuUv 'forth fwtef p#*r 

iO& wordi/mm *lfu# milM O* 4vftCiprilt »Ju*t<*¥ 0' 
irtJuM-'* p***yt*Z>* O* «hQl* t*"1 *Jvt%lf'*d t*i* H«t 

TiQ^i, top-*, lfll#M And dtltll Uocil *d>ting pit* wor-a 
d « i v ■ * u r d • I * 1 * ' A d i -j a : * b i * t * r $ i m 1 h a 1 ABi 
*CG'uPin/Ljht/P*flt diipitv with flit rumi *Tru# word 
count "Find and ripi«rt "H*rp mtnu» ■M#mofy 
atii*rn *5l*iglt chificf*' *rfibi<Jd#d. snnt#r i omm j n d \ 
4 1 ■ wH* 1 prlniir cod*! and 21 wrth ID prints codul 
*Pjfl» tnroii ^li'Mfi *MgM pl« CQQitt *Odd/*v«n PJ?i 
ntadt'*/fO0l*rt «i|h p*g# ni#mfr*ri * Mxi I f ■ 'Ht panting 
(At« ptf* Or tfint'^iui) •Pent *0«<iiiad *WOrh« 
with **r pnnltr * Trill d'lpitr *wp*ncriM *r.<J uutwol 
*ynnbt*» B Uw dtlintd D^im thtrttitri "Load ASCII lil»* 

Irgm olhfr wqcO prec«fH r t >S«i>« ASCII tlln for otMr 
vord pfotattor* «Fii*f can o* anervpttd •Ma^iirvrfn til* 
i f • iboul 9' 0*4*1 a1 1**1. 

BrunSpell Features 

*U*triQfv r«fid*nt mth *>ord c-fottfiof B Ch#cn* 4.00Q 

*qirai/*lr *-JQ,QQ0 *^'d tfittleni'v "Nq ftHtaflfM 
ipt»llA01 f Add »D to S.&0& Crf ^Ou-' C*n words ''^SiaM 
icoNup *M*ipt to fjftdj corr«C^ tp-tlNAQ •*ul*5f*i#ti<: 

DataFile Features 

**lfrh*b*l't*f, n^t+i t&rt^a on i"t liftld *U**i 

0*1ln#a h»idlng> "5i»rc* rgytin-* 'Dill mtrginq Into 

BrunlLord Junior 

Low cost WStOn oi BrunWord on J inch disc, 
including the spe^mg checker, 10,000 word 
dictionary. TUTOR file and manual Holds just one 
ptffi i le*t and cannot save words to the 
ftetiOrWy, Otl-^riiyise as BrunWord 6128. Cost £18. 
l grade later to BrunWord 6128 for f 14. 

Tasword Upgrade 

ie^S t o^i final Tasword 612S d<$c f "ol the 
pac^^ng or manual)* and £ 23,00. We will return 
/our programme together ^th the full version ol 
BrunWord 6128 *'i h BrunSDeli ano Datable, 



BrunUJord 



lnfo-5cript £50 

Thr- greal power at any dalabase is only realised 
when trie data can be put to use, A database 
system 15 centred around saving, sortings finding 
jnd diSpiaymg the data* Qt>viously r very essential 
features buf CMily if there is a purpose to storing 
the data* Thai purpose* mighl be names and 
addresses tor mail merging, a stock list ol items 
being sold Inat generales a buying list, a 
catalogue o4 your compact d^sc recordings so that 
you can take a printout with you To the shop, a 
catalogue of recipes so that you can have a print 
out \n the feitcnen ol (he in-season treats^ a 
catalogue ot garden activities that gives you a 
reminder list to hang In the garden shed 

The common elernenl be^ng the need to take the 
dala away from the computer, in a torm that surfs 
your immediate requirement 

We gawe considerable Ihou^ht to this and 
concluded that the only solution was a proper te*i 
handling system withm the daiabase- .(sell, in other 
words, a word processor. We looked «ntO 
designing a special word processor but qurckly 
realised that BrunWord, with its memory tiling 
system, is ideal. 

This is the exciting concept ot tnto-Scnpt* A 
comprehensive relatlona^ dalabase integrated with 
d pow^rtui word processor, giving total flexibility 
to Ihe way that the data is printed. A fast, user 
friendly combination that has the depth of nower 

to keep up with your nee-ib. A n\a- shot, a 

restaurant wine Ifrst. a summar y ol e»pflfises ++ 

BrunUJord Upgrade 

Send your BrunWord 6i?S cfisr, BrunWrtrd ma^jHl 
(not the packing) and a cheque for f 22,00, We 
will record !nfrj-5crip! F tes1 the disc and rplgm 
with a new manual. 

BrunWord Elite £90 

A superb programme which has printed this 
advertisement but the release date has been oul 
bach wtirlE we resolve problems with certain 4 ]4 pm 
pfinrers, Meanwhde don't despair, buy IrifO^Stnpl, 
Our booklet BrunWord & Printer will need a few 
changes to the conclusions, so is also delaved. 

Comparisons 

We nave tested BrunWord 6128, Protect (disc) and 
^asword 6128 with the same file ol 3366 words. 

BrunWord scrolled 40X faster than Protect which 
in (urn scrolled I9t faster than Tasword. 

Pretext was the Fastest to justify but needed a 
separate operation to See Ihe result. BrunWord 

produced me best appearance of all three and was 
30 limes taster than T as ward. 

Our simulated typing test reached ?18 words oe r 
minute. Both BrunWord and Protest had no 
trouble at this speed but Tasword was very slow 
inserting tpxt inrg the Start ot a paragraph an.j 
could only handle 16 word5 oer minute. 

The spelling test checked all 3366 words, 
BrunSpell foo»« 52 seconds and needed no d<sc 
changes. Prospeii took 6 mm 24 sec and needed 
8 d'SC changes* TaspeH look 13 mm 46 ser and 
needed 3 disc changes. 



100 Letters £15 

This If a utility tor use with Info^Script. It is 
supplied with over 50 pre-written letters and has a 
special format that will allow you to add hundreds 
of your oiwn letters. 

For example, you want to place a 'Wanted* 
advertisement to buy another CPC61?8. insert the 
Info -Script disc. Type RUN ■INFO*. Inserl your data 
disc an*} loac your name and address Me. insert the 
100 Lelters disc. FIND ihe 'Yellow Adverser* 
record from your own tile (now in memo' v J. Type 
LET072 mto the ACTiQM field andCPC61M into 
field 17. Press T tor Transfer, Info -Script will load 
letter 072; personals? it with the address ot the 
pape< and insert the 'Wanted' item* The Jetter is 
then in the word processor and can be ed«leti m the 
normal way to be exactly what you want, a^d then 
printed out. When that is done press <6SC> • *nd 
you are back m lnfo-Scr.pt, with the 'Yellow 
Advertiser' record still selected, ready 1o address 
the envelope- You can write as many letters as ^ou 
like without changing the d^c and you will never 
wail more than a 'ew seconds. 

100 Letters 4 supplied with an operating manual 
which takes you easily into writing letters and 
explains, in simple terms, how to create *our own 
letter pat'^n-j. An average CPC6128 owner, using 
easy patterns, can expand the library to e&oul 100 
letters but there is no limit. 



Letters 



I am extremely interested in the sound ol your 
Info-Script. However, as the cost is (50 I am 
somewhat hevilan! in purchasing and would 
Iheretore be grateful for any further literature, am 
presently usirig Prole*t on ROM with Promerqe and 
Pro-filer, bul accessing Pro-filer Is incredib'y slow 
a-id long winded* Your advert would indicate that 
access time to Stored data is much superior, 
Mr G ^Nottingham), 

Thanfc you tor my recent copy of Info-Script. My 
euphoria t'-as nearly died down now - it is superb. It 
is a b\q improvement on my Protext and Pro-filer in 
that it combiner the two with vastly Superior speed 
and is exactly what J need. 
Mr Q iN.-.ttinghtfn), 

Mav I take Irns opportunity lo express rny 
appreciation of BrunWord. My son has been Ihe 
main user. After years of torture in school with pen 
<n hand, the use ot the word processor enabled him 
for Ihe first time to concentrate upon the 
substance of what he wanled lo write, and return 
later to correct and organise. The net result is 1hat 
a yourq man who formally struggled at school and 
haled *t, now accomplishes the written components 
Of his course with ease and satistactlo/u 
Mr Glutton Coldlieidi. 

i have found if (BrunWordi a very easy word 
processor to use, and Ihe more I use it the more i 
like it + The same goes for Info-Scripl, the more I 
use <t the easier and more flexible it becomes. 
Mr L (Australia** 

Please Supptv BrunWord 6128, I have both Tasword 
(used for tns let I e^ and Prole^t, Why do you Ihir* i 
deserve the discount offered... +J my age 76. 
Mr S ( Glasgow >. isee ACU Aug m * 



Send cheque/PO/Acws* number/ Visa number to 



Brunning Software 

34 Helston Road, __ 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 5-JF E3 
Jelephonc f0245) 252854 (24 Hours) 




BrunWord 6128 with BrunSpell * DataFile. , p £30,00 
BrunWord 46« with BrunSpell A DataFile. . , fT5,00 

BrunWord Jyn-or 6128 with BrunSppii ( 18,00 

Into-Script 6128 with BrunWord 4 BrunSoelU . fSO.OO 

tOO Letters (needs Into -Script! (15.00 

BrunWord Elite and Inio-Scnpl include backup disc 
(All supplied on 1m OiSC ~ slate wt«ch computer 1 

All prices are inclusive tor UK + Oversea! orders spnt 
insured air mail - Europe add f&SO £ R e5t add (1>W 



DnOT.CWTNNTP 

THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

prediction ud h caw compl^t wntfi Che lanrest datibut 

» PREDICTS Nar mfl 5COitf;DFtAWS. bul AWAVS, HOMES 
Mid NO SCORES 

* SUCCESSFUL $}jM*Bm PwsdKwirjsei pwtoira 
ju^TLficiswly b*twr Chan chance 

* ADAPTABLE hrtMiulif *i* tfPtn wierenr fixture 
chocm* ii nwiy Mfeaian* u you wwd tor your bet Tht 
prectse pi w-bcuoti fcunrnd* cv be wt by Hie user ~ you cm 
develop and TO« tout cram unxfun method 

# SIMPLE DATA CffTKT A1J laim names tn the jp*o^r*Jn. Sutipty ry*pt m Ihe relet race 
tumbeiv from Uh- ■crwn Or use FE<C£_N io produce fctfwe Ihj *uigm*rK*ilY rs*e below). 

• LEAGUE UND NQN-LEAGUE AU Erg J^ti uvd Scottish League r*amj *f e supported. 
And *1*0 the iwn- league aid** otler. >jsed or. pool! coupons 
FllWTrR 5UPPOHT full hard copy pnnlout e[ dtli if you Lave a priro#r 

PKICE £24.00 (all inclusive) 





FT Yfi r N RQ/Qn fc,rtiire ^ ^0^^^^ ftxcem ^ 

1 lAVJjll UuW FTogrami^i^haJIEitQtBh^SconisliU^^ 
fMCMiPs fw J S«& 9C SiTnply type m iJur date. *nd (he fuU future La u a* ranged 
in imronds fliily conip«iiWe wrsl' Poalswznnet teiity updates ivuUbl* 
POOLS WINNER with FIXGEN £26.50 (for both) 



COVRSCWINNE3tv3 



P*Ot JUST ft TIPSTIZH 
PROGRAM. &*iiw**innrT 
V3 cut be uied by *xp*rti 
THE PUNTERS CO MFUTEH PROGRAM jl-.J 
You can develop tu-'il tea your own vtwque- Mwnsurig sysrecn fay ad^mtipg ih* 
anaiysu formuik, or use the pfoortm =n simple mode Cftur-i-w V? u*trz 
statistic*! jjujyiu of major faci or* including paafcwm. ipeed taii- js esurie 
statistics, prize money, weighi . going, miner and jockey focm etc etc- b 
outputs mon likely winners oood king odds becs ; fcuecasu ine&o* at TV 
daiib*** includes vual course stiusthcs tor alLBnusn courses. You can update 
tiwdUibue nevez goes out of date. FULL PRINTER SUPPORT 

PRICE £24.00 fall inclnuv*} i&elaiH Fli* RNQ Hfeiiaa*! fiani tftu^m 



AVAILABLE 



AMSTMADCPCS AMSTRAD PC"A« PlcaSC State tape Of dJSC 

: - • : .-■ ■■■ - (add £2.00 for disc* 

SPrCTRtTM ATARI ST 



Send Cfetqu**TCl Eor 
iBtum of posi itmre (o . 



r 


1i 


par 


t±3 



yt) r l"\\\R] : phone £4 

62 ALTRJNCHAM RD. GATLEY, CHIADLE.CHESHIHE SK84DP. S Q6i-43B7425 



SOFT EXCHANGE 



SpecIaJ Offr m 
Cassette only 

lliMor>- m Miking .fi.flfl 

Oi> Chlev ^ „ r ^,„4^ 

Stiper Spoffls...,, r 2 99 

Motof MuAsacre 2,» 

fSNipK-mi* thaUpnittr ,5, 50 

9up#rtttftfi 2.50 

Wi/jinl-L LiLr 1 2.50 

Wi/jird* Liikr II 2 -50 

liidi-n b^»n> 

^ I) Eknuilj; 

Sjj f hicilIkiI J.flO 

Stair I.€0 

Sh,icJimV SklillMwY im 

123 1« 

siiLinUtor I-BS 

Jock>' WJlson Dans 

JUihI llfcru ,...2^5 

Disc only 

...3W» 

tj» „ ^_ JkfiB 

$C4Ml|fc4ftT-.r. - 

U.ifLiMlh. . ... 1!V 
VoUeybtflt SdniuKator 6 TO 

KiMliEikj Sln.r\" I 'PI 

S|ivM i . 

ltil?|r*hii^ 

Tr tsJand riWA . 2.W 

liUckhw-HiTil i m 

Adv Plnl till sum 2.450 

ACE II 

H\L\ trinktiLktiv II .2 60 



ft9|j£„„ 2.430 

MurdhidlL 2ih.i 

Vir Ai Klie, I li ...2.m 

Maceh IWrtl Zt«> 

Summer CuMim 2-fiO 

lYolMtterSiimtSAtor.. MW 

TLcfbo Fi^pant 2,fln 

ISLii k ik-.iivl..,. t.tW 



Title 



Ce» Disc 



Kk-ksian II. 
i. r.tr". L\ir* 
fin-t tt Hrrn 



ii 



-I 60 
2.60 
2fiO 
,260 
.2 60 
260 



Title 

Hk-k thiiifirmu^.. 
K-onspHen WmWi 

Silk Wcn-m 

Mrr«ormr Sncrrr 
Ht-d Ural 

H"Ih*!.|I 

I i' I 'If t:.^lamp^... 
|iidi:ni:i .Jin; i 
Thmidri Hjfil^... 
Cnrnn ( cMiniunri 

Emhn lluAhft ... 
£>om«iuii<H r 

Fhob|ii.r r . rn ... M .^.. 
Run IS" (i^Lintkh 

Vnirl Sh(I 

U m.nl 

h- ii I iltttMlluMv-tt 

lUUTUft The Mnnr 
Ih-M h VulUr? 
I ^•^Nlwych 

( l-.j-mf* Summer 

tirrriim WjlliJ. 

Li/rr ISqtiLid .. 
\lr IfrU 



Caw Dl»ir 



.7.40 . 

, 

lO.lMk 

; f» 

l, M'l 
. I 1 - 

7.49 . 

7 -iy . 

.7 49- 
7 

7-49 . 
7 I" 

v 14 

7 fc-l 
7 l-l 

7 HI 

-7-49 
-7-50 

7 » 
..7.H0. 
,JM. 
..7.50 
.7,50, 

7,f»- 

7 



|H^n 
N W| 
IO 

..fl.BH 

Ih.sjb 
ii. p. 

tG'M 

I0IM) 
KIWI 

IU.H0 



: 



3U w 
II 99 

I I 9!* 
1299- 
12 

12 

I2f» 
12^f 

I I W 

. 1 0.tH* 



7.fly 

7 ■ mi 
7 h» 



7 99 

7 99. 



b^HllHIH PnLUMl 

I0%k 

^Ill»inbt | -rr 

>k*\\r >t E>lf 

M.ir W.ih Tnl*^vK,*3R. 

Vimlihrne 

Ktftopbtite,,,, t .7M 

,7M 

\m\ V4W(^ 7.9<J 

Df.ic rfJ Vtrtf a .. 
Aitrr IfLtriier 

EJwnbi Orttiwuiri'Ui7.B9 . 
fun Sin-. I 2 in NJ7.25 
Kiur Srhc«>l 2 \n*\7M 
Pun Sk'hu^iiil 2 MH 7.23 

^lup Press . 

Sliip l^esi * Mini-M- 

VhwkM- * An 

ProtFAl^ 

I'ronk'w .. 

I'hiHprll .. 
Fterl St Edtlor ... 
M;i»1iTfllp III 
lit J>/i*«' VIO 

DrGriipH 10 - - 

Aa Lam flu* 

Sufj^rtriifcr 2 

Aritir t ('umpire 

|| , ,„, ,•, n . 

"UiFt|M*> 2 FsHc-rf T\ pjnn2 
Uinkcv L'r-L*-ll t "iir^i: 1 

Kim ill |h-vp*flM) 

f-ftwdfi C C<sfttJ»Wr 



12 <W 
|l>99 
10,99 
1299 
10.99 

! 

12 99 
12.99 
12.99 
I21J9 
.10.99 
12 » 

12 

.9.25 
!t.2^ 
!>.25 

^5.99 
lift 99 

10.99 

1 7 45 
|i, 

1^,99 
2S.Q0 

2 <j. 911 
42^* 
MM*-i 

Lr. pi 

i6.9y 
1. 1 1 



— " 

Orders under £5 mtfudfr 50p postage, 
AH orders liespatched within 7 days of racefpt 
To Order send Ch&qu* fo: 
SOFT EXCHANGE LTD 
101 CUFTON ROAD 
SOUTH NORWOOD LONDON SE2S 6QA 
Orders horn Govt, or Educational Defrt^ Welcome Please Write 




HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED 

23 Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke RG21 1LG (AA) 
ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 



Personal 
Organiser 
Stationery 

85gsm 
E7,95 

for 250 sheets 



Dust Covers 

*CPC 464 2pce set E7.95 

'CPC 6126 2pce set £7,95 

DMP 2000 Printer Cover £4,95 
'State Mono or Colour 



Printer Ribbons 

OMR 2000^3000 Black £2.95 
DMP 2000 3000 Colours* £3.95 
'Colours Available ar&:- 
Red. Blue. Green, Brown. 



Stationery . . . Stationery 

9.5" x 11 " 60gsm Micro- Pert all edges 
True A4 70gsrri Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 90gsm Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 1 oogsm Micro-Perf ail edges 
(coloured - Cream, Blue. Grey or White) 



, . Stationery . - . 

500 1,000 2,000 

E950 £15.95 

£8.50 £12.95 £23,95 

£9.75 £14.95 £27.95 
£16.95 £31.95 





1,000 


2,000 


4,000 


Labels 3.5" x 1.5" (1 across) 


£5.25 


£9.50 


£17.95 


Labels 3.5" X 1 .5" (2 across) 


ES.75 


£10.50 


£19.95 


Labels 4.0" x 1 5" (1 across) 


E5.75 


£10.50 


£19.95 


Labels 4.0" x i .5" (2 across} 


C6.75 


£11.95 


E22.95 


Labels 2.75" x 1 .5" (3 across) 


£4.75 


£8.50 


£15.95 



NO EXTRAS 
TO PAY 



Credit Card Hotline 
(0256) 463507 

Faxiine 
(0256) 841018 



Amsoti 3 "disks (uncased): One £2.85; Five £13.50: Ten £25,95 



Maxell 3" disks (cased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95 





Orders under L6 in value carry a small order charge of £2 



•Whole lot of questions... 

• buy a silicon disk and turn it into a memo- 

ry pack, as well as a silicon disk. Then L 

• buy a fiOlfboard Xtra with a 40025 6133 
ROM chip in the appropiate slot. Then t: 

• buy the 40015 Amdos ROftf chip and stick 
it Slot number 7. And finally, supposing I 

• built a disk drive using the J N Bull Hitachi 

jobbie... 

- would I haw converted my 464 into a hilly 
operational 61287 

r am having trouble with my Cheetah 
Am drum. Either it crashes the computer or 
no sound comes qui tt does work the odd 
time, which is odd What s going on? 

last but not least: is there a hart cart or 
some other type oE instant access memory lor 
the 464 or 6128 ii my fast point is valid? 

Simon McCartney, Ballindeny 

So you have a CPC plus 6129 ROM with a 
disk ROM and a disk drive eh? Is it a S12S? 
Not quite f You've forgotten all the httSe con 
iroJfer cfiips which m also in the DDI ! first 
disk drive for the 4M. fm surprised that a& 
one has come up with an alternative first 
drive for the 4$4 but until they do to IJf 
Bull device can onl y be usedas a second 
drive. 

As tor ihe Arndium. it so\ir\ ds iike a 
loose connection or a dry solder join t to me - 
send at hack to Cheetah 

As for an instant memory ares; the only 
one /can think of is thetorm 2 torn 
Silicon Systems. It s a 1SK sideways RAM 
device which Sets you store flOJIfe and bits 
of machine code in, If there is an actual ftard 
drive for sale that plugs straight into a CPC. 
I've never heard oi it Bu t that s not to say it 
doesn't exist... 



r 



• 6123 connectors are shaped dilterently 

expansion oi the drive switcher 7 

As the chip is soldered in. I want to buy the 
Microslyle Romboard Xtra, so I can just plug in 
the 6128 ROM Can I load a 6128 only game 
with all the external ROMs turned off? Some 
games need this, you see 
M Parker k Knutsford 

The problem with 6128 hardware is thai ihe 
case and second drive connections are differ- 
ently shaped to the 464. So in most cases 
you 'll have to get the 464 versions of hard- 
ware As for the POMS, that'll be fine 



•Bearer of bad news 

I have ]ust purchased a Multiface 2 for my 6128 I do 

not Know a tot about computer, How do 1 save 
games from tape to disk that load in many parts, 
such as Gauntlet? 

Andrew Skinner Bridgnorth 

Bad news, Andrew, you can't A mzifn-Jcad game is 
s one-off. so you would need a custom program for 
each one. f J hope you noticed, by the way. everyone, 
how for once we managed 10 tesisi illustrating tins 
lettet wAh yet another picture of a MuAtface. TVwtft 
is. we wore the lasi one out Normal service Mi be 
resumed shortly.) 



•Midi assistance 

Here are a few pointers which may heip S D Green o( Woking {Forum AAA7) who wasn t having 
much luck with a Yamaha DD-10 connected to his RAW Music Machine. While 1 don't own a DD-10, 
! have had quite a Lot of experience with various Midi instruments and I can't see any problems 

On my faithful Roland TR 505 drum machine, as well as assigning drilerem drum sounds to dil- 
ferent Midi channels the note at which each sound as triggered can be altered The Music 
Machine's samples start at middle C : in Midi terms this is note 60. So sample 1 sends Midi 60 sam- 
ple 2 is 61. and so on If the DD-10 offers the same facility, try checking which notes the sounds are 
set to trigger on. 

[f it's impossible to change the DD-10, then use the bar editor of the Music Machine (or the 
rhythm This will allow a much greater range of notes to be sent, from C2 to C2 some il not all of 

::. .nds musL be m this jange. 

As well as sending (and receiving) on a 
specific channel try setting the DD-10 into 
Onuu-oxi (mode 1 or 2) to receive on all 16 
Mid: channels, 

I* ail else fails, check the connections 
are they pushed in all the way 7 is IN oon 
nected to OUT? And so on) I know it 
sounds obvsous but it has been known 
: • >:'••:.::-•: tfiad& GOD BDniet^es 

cause a weaker Midi signal Hope this 

heLps 

G W Hesiingion Sheffield 



MUSIC MACHINE 

Thi Lflnipirrr lami innjui-ii \vliiit. 





On behzKof the Green of Woking: (ftl 



• Rem & Wusic Mschim. jhjw tnHrtg sold by Da Eel »lill Ihe 
same cheap n cft«Hul package 



►Helping hand 



I'd like to offer some assistance / 
with A K Kirk's problem in [ 
AA47's Forum regarding Mini \ 
Office and Easi Amsword While \ 
I can t help with the former the fol- 
lowing bits of mfo may help, bearing hi 
mind the problem of altering a copyrighted 
program- 

This letter was written with Easi- 
Amsword on dish. The Tim thing to realise 
is thai Easi-Amsword is written in Basic 
and consists of two files: a 2K loader and 
the 21 K mam file EanmcFd. These two 
files must Gist be listed. For disk only pur- 
poses I find the loader unnecessary, and the 
mam file needs lines 10-40 deleted and this 
line added :- 

3760 CLS:CLS #1 : XHPtJT DOOMDIT 



NAME ■ ■ fJS : N$-LZm ; PK*=1 :KETW 

This can be improved upon, because disk 
operations need different parameters. In 
other words, file names are limited to eight 
characters and features such as save speed 
ate redundant. Here are the changes to give 
a disk-only Easj-Arnsword 

First, delete lines 960, 1920, 3830 and 
5070 

1930 14, 1,7;FRXNT M,\, etc 

; etc 

3910 CLE : CLSI2 ; LOCATE 12 P 17,1 : PRINT 
#2, 

"DISC WHIT 

3920 MUflDOir l7,3^ P U,ie:K» Ifel 

etc 

3650 LOCATE 10 r L4:PHXH? "eady (Disc 
in Drive) M 

5010 GH DCTRf ^CEHRSPD' , 1$) GOTO 
5020,5025, 5030, 

SO40 r 5050, 5060 r 5080 

Ii would perhaps be more useful lo foeep 
the option of using tapes to store data on. 
This only requires the alteration of several 
lines as per the following listing Beware 
that the tape print option may not worfc 

3120 ffi$= ir CE^PTD I :CT5= r TARD-- 

etc 

3855 LOCATE 10, 16: PAINT 1% i»c drive 

(disc in -drive) 

3860 GOStiB 3780 FOA 1**1 TO 

Lm (CT$) :IF 

ZS=«T3S(CTS Ii 1) THEN 3855 ELSE 

NEXJ:90SUB 3770 -GOTO 3860 
3865 IF I^>2 THEN GOSUB 1400 
4400 Wti DISC Cfo CASSETTE CHOICE 
4410 IF I%=3 THEN | TAPE :AE TURN 
4420 IF I%=4 THEN IDISCjAETORK 

The define colour routine is held in line 
1740 1830 and it s easy to change one or 
more for your own preferences. [ hope this 
information is uaeful as over the years I 
have learnt quite a number of hints and tips 
from your magazine. 

Peter Shepherd, Warrington 

Cheers Peter; your helping hand is much 
appreciated. 
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•Bag full of tips 

If you enter a command such as sow 
so, 30000,7 you get a high tone Ehat goes 
on for ages. To stop such, simply press che 
del key which issues a CHRSf?) control 
code - In other 
words, a beep] 
This flushes 
the sound 
queue, 
stopping 
any tone 
in its 
tracks. 

Poking 
illegal num- 
bers into £B2BT 
while m modes one ot 
zero Call Qfgi MiltiCu^oured characters Tiy 
this listing (for mode 1 change line 30 to 
POKE £B2BF,ti£; 
10 SPEED UK 1,1 
20 MCOE 0 
30 Km 
40 UK S f 2* P 0 
SO UK 15,0,26 

eo uxxrt i ao 

70 PRINT w You have a suioui cut of 
shaky- tight it is 1 w 

Putting a ? at the start of the name of a 
file when saving or loading suppresses all 
those boring loom Block cassette loading 
messages. 

The simplest way to change the graph- 
ics pen colour on a 464 as CALL 
fiBBDE, k, x, k where the number of x s is the 
pen colour So for graphics pen 5, call 

&BBDE r 5,4,?,3,2 WOuld do the itJCit CALL 

4ebe4 for changing the graphics paper 
colour. 

Oh, and did you know that you get a 
free Magnum light gun with a Spectrum +2 
horn Tandy's for £149? You don't get one 
with a new CFC Send all complaints to: 
Alan Sugar. Amstiad PLC. 169 Kings Road, 
Brentwood, Essex 

Shabaz Yousaf, Slough 

Than* you for those words o/ imsdvm. 
Shabaz. H Mr Sugar's la wyers could direct 
aU writs and so on to Shahaz rather the AA 
offices we'd be vesy grateful! 



•Too big for its bootsectors 

I have an Amstrad 6128 and a MulUface fl> P 
and I've been having problems copying games 
from tape to disk. On tape the game uses three 
blocks of unprotected Basic followed by 13 
blocks of unprotected binary code I can get all 
this onto a disk and it uses 2BK of space. 
Trouble is. I can t run it without getting an 
error message improper axgumant Hboqey 
full v: a** comiftnd What arn 1 doing wrong' 
If 1 use the Muluface. then I get a working 
dESk game but it uses 46K of space. Is there a 
way to compress Muhtface files? 

W R Blunt 



r 



•To finish 
with a fresh 
SCART 

1 now have, at last, a good 
picture on my television 
ftonatbeCPCtiaaSCART 
socket. 

It s been a struggle, 
but herewith is the final, 
conecr wiring diagram. 

Only problem is that 
the colours are a bit dull 
Can you comment, or 
should I leave well aione? 
Inc i dentally the problem 
with the letters AV on the 
sere* n has solved aselt 

Once the TV receives a 
decent sipal on the 
SCAET input the letters 
dasappear after a few sec- 
onds 

JotaD Copley 
Hickmanswoith 

Thanks Jotm. You dc r I 
take it have the match- 
ing resistors, of about 56 
Ohms, connected 
between the colour sig 
na/s; red red. blue- bine 
etc? 
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• At last: a Ire ah SCART Worth me eflort. 



Drive As user 


G 




GAME .BIN 


IK 


GAMES 


CAM El .BIN 


IbK 


GAME6 


GAMES .BIN 


14K 


GAME7 . 


GAME 3 .BIN 


SK 


GAME 8 . 


GAME4 .BIN 


4K 




70K free 







2GGG 




3GOG 




4000 


r. 


5000 


1 


6000 




7000 


F 


8GGG 


I 


9000 


^4 




Write now, make £&., 
open Bank Holidays! 

Forum is designed to do tin Jobs previously 
done by Words Woik, Hof Jlpf and Problem 
Attic, which always overlapped to soma extent 
anyway. It will be as big as you want it to be - 
depending m your reaction and the number and 
quality of letters we receive . 

Ibioawig* you mm giving $mj £40 
Ml ill ever? Enroth to the wiften of the 
tottett tips and tb* ben tp»stions Soilyw 
bave a problem. Of a Miutioa flet ft la writing 
now Send ft to: Farm M i Queen St, B&th 

lum 

We're very sorry but we timply haven't the 
timfc Us rtiply pettonaily to ywu ktfMKMM 



4 A game may take up sDmetnmq like 40K on a mem- 
ory map (shown above in the memory map) bul 
much more on a My l| if ace disH fCATted, lop). Il oughl 
io be po5^tbie !o compass Mull if ace files - any 
lak#ff? 

Tape games are qiute often tape only, in tftaf 
Lhev won 'r run from a disk drive without some 
modification As for compressing Multiface 
files, it's almost certainly possible - any list- 
ings (WC ti pass)? Otherwise I'm afraid it s 
either /earn to program machine code, or buy 
lots of disks. Or invest in a large capacity sec 
ond drive. 
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MATCH REPORT 



AA goes down Wembley way 



T 



[▼1 Ml 




Back in our "Football Special" 
issue (AAAb) we ran a super 
competition to celebrate the 
launch of Audiogenic's 
Masteigame, Emlyn Hughes 
International Soccer* The lucky 
winners tell it like it was. 

We bad an inkling that a visit to 
Wembley to watch Arsenal play 
Liverpool lor the Chanty Shield might 
be a popular prize. And 
the fact that the win 
ners were to have a 
special torn of the sta- 
dium the day before 
and get to stay at the exclusive 
Hilton National overnight could 
only add to the excitement. 
(Unforxunatety, however, the oth- 
erwise lucky winners did have to 
share the weekend with Steve 
and Trent Still, every silver lin- 
ing has a cloud.) 

What we werart pre 
pared for was the sheer number 
of entries: we're used to receiving hundreds, 
but :Hls was ridiculous! 

Eventually we whittled down the winners 
to JOHN CORDON of Blackheath in London, 
and CHRISTIAN HALL of Stetchford in 
Birmingham. John brought twin James (other 
wise he'd never have been forgiven), white 
Christian's dad made it clear that he would 
need to accompany his son on che long and 
arduous journey (so i:ic;ugn:u: nf kin, don't 
you think?) Coordinating events was 
Beverley Gardner of Audiogenic, though boss 
Peter CaJver was also around to ensure things 
ran smoothly. 

Early bath 

But rather than us telling you about it. lets 
hand the rest of the page over to our special 
reporters John and Christian for the full and 
uncensored story ol What Happened When 
AA Went to Wembley 

"We amved at the Hilton.* AA reporter 
John Gordon writes, ft at about 245pm on the 
Friday, ready for the tour of Wembley, to be 
met by Steve and Trenton in the bar" (I 
thought ! toM you not to mention that bit - 
ed.J. 'We all had a drink, which must have 
been quite expensive, as I saw someone pay 
by credit card " 

"Hello, said Steve, 'the first prize is 
meeting me 1 And the second is meeting him 
twice. I thought. 

Trenton thought we should wear some 
thing with Amstiadi Action on it, so Steve put 
teth his hand into a plastic bag and saith, let 



there be Aznstrad Action T-shirts,' and lo! 
there were Amstiad Action T-shirts. And 
Steve saith, Lo k put them on; and lo! they 
were put on. 

We were shown around Wembley and 
saw a film on its history. Trenton took lots of 
photos of us. That's right, smite. I'm good a: 
taking these photos, arent P' he said, with 
the lens cap of his camera still oh-* 

What John fails to mention is that he and 
James had previously done che Wembley toui, 
so whenever the guide, smiling through grit- 
ted teeth, launched into another joke routine, 
the terrible twins stole his punchlines! 

The Wembiey guide showed us some old 
footballers shirts,' writes special AA cone 
spondent Christian Hail 'including Emlyn 
Hughes' old Liverpool shul He also showed 
us the crossbar Geoff Hurst hit in a famous 
goal from the 1966 World Cup. 

*Gomg into the changing rooms was best. 
We even went into the bath which was 
empty It's just as weil it was, because it was 

No match for Liverpool 

The next day we had lunch in a nearby 
restaurant, 1 " John recalls, 'and heard a speech 
by the ex-England player Peter Osgood, and 
then went on to Wembley to see the match. I 
entered Wembley with my West Ham sup- 
pollers feit iseart » hat, broken bottle, knuckle- 
dusters), and we took our seats just past the 
half way line. 

'Before the match the band came on 
Personally I think they should have been - 
banned, that is. The match was good, though 
I don't why it's called a friendly. The highlight 
was a Peter BeardsJey's goal which I, hating 
Liverpool, caJJed a lucky chance which any 
one could have scored My brother James, a 
Liverpool fan, labelled the goal a "brilliantly 
controlled masterpiece of a shot." 

Christian agrees that Liverpool deserved 
to win: "From the press seats we saw 
Liverpool dominate the match Ian Rush put 
the ball wide of the Arsenal keeper John 
Lukic, but although we all thought it had 
gone in the ball hit the post and bounced out 
into Lukics J arms Peter Bearsdley make no 
mistake after half an hour Liverpool were def- 
initely the better team on the day: 

"Arsenal were definitely cheated," John 
claims; "according to an Arsenal fan m front of 
us who showed us his watch. On it the digital 
display lead 44 48. Tm not saying we could 
have won,' he said, 'hut its unfair the ref not 
playing the last 12 seconds!" 

Let the last word be John's (it usually is): 
I'm iclieved the game didn't end in a draw 
Both teams would have had to hold the tro 
phy for six months. 

"Wouldn't Kenny Dalghsh's arms be a bit 
tired byChnstmas'"* 




• Chnjt^n, James. John and Damien, aa $ Qiwsts 




# Trent ieiE£ ms joke 





# The learns emerge to ihe famous Wembley roar 




* Steve and Bev muscte m on ihe aitentien 




• Sieve pa$$££ the cup to Christian and co 
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DISCBASE 



The only fast dksc-lile organizer for CPC machines. 

"&Q% of disc users wti! find DISCBASE irtdtsp&nsabte* aa Apr m 

DISCBASE ts a specialised database for keeping track of your 
disc collection and the fifes on them. 

To bu<!(3 up your database, simply insert each of your d^scs ir> turn 
and tne program automatical!/ reads them. Then you can search to 
find any file in UNDER i SECOND ! 

* Fhck through discs as CATs * Comprehensive file and disc lists 

* Automatic rjisc update # Hard copy ot lists or CATs 

Rfp £11. 95- P&P UK tree. ^tuxM ei for Eijfop*. £2 iw ^i o* 



GREYHOUND SOFTWARE (AA) 

Kennel Con. Hqcklcy Une. Wmgerworth, CHESTERFIELD 542 6QQ 
Telephone enquiries: 0246 235233 Mon-Sal Epm-8pm 




ADD AN 8Q0K DISC DRIVE TO YOUR CPC 

Our 80 track double sided 3 5 inch disc dwe will allow yau to store 800K on 
a Single 3.5 inch disc. The drive is a slimline 1 inch high citizen mechanism 
(as used on the Amiga and ST) and comes complete in a steel casing and 
with a power supply and cable to connect to the computer (please specify 
464/664/6128). We have three different software packages that complete 
the system, RAMDOS & ROMDOS by KDS software (ROMDOS is a ROM 
version of RAMDOS) or RODOS by ROMANTIC ROBOT 464 owners must 
already own a first drive and interface before they can use our drive. 

NEW LOW PRICES! SAVE £15.00 ON ALL DRIVES 

Disc drive with RAMDOS £109.99 

Disc drive with ROMDOS £1 19.99 

Disc drive with RODOS £1 19.99 

Blank 3.5 inch disc ,.,..£1.00 

R0MB0AR0 (holds 6 ROMS) £24.99 

Alt prices include VAT and postage 



TELEPHONE 
061 228 1831 




84-86 PRINCESS ST. MANCHESTER Ml 6NG. 



MEGA COMR 



The Amstrad 
Action fourth 
birthday 
competition' 







Regular readers will need no 
reminding that we like to 
celebrate our birthdays with 
rather more than a novelty card 
and a bowl of jelly and custard. 
And what better way than with 
the world's biggest CPC 
competition? 

It seemed such a good idea at the time, as 
most, ideas that turn out to he cotton 
ideas do. 'Look' said Stove, "wc/re going 
to have a mega competition, aient we 7 " Yes 
Oh Mighty One With The Power To Mate 



Our Life HeU 1 chorused Pat and Trenton. "So 
we want to give a way thousands of pounds 
worth oi CPC goodies, do in we?" "Yes, Youi 
Deliciousness/ they duulully replied 1/V<HJ. 
why dont Wi? tjt't all the stuff ut, so wo can 
photograph it and show the good people 
wh.il they're getting?" r Ei foul../ 1 "Bui m-- Wd 
huts - just chu*" 

46 'phone calls and two weeks later and 
no on* can even get into the AA office tot 
- 1 1 1 ■ i 1 1 - attempt lo son the staff out, "WHY 
DIDN'T ANYONE HAVE THE INTELLI- 
GENCE TO POINT OUT THAT WE HAVEN'T 
ROOM IN THfS OFFICE?" Iwllowed SUrtrti 
Ej .. sorjy boss," muttered Pat <irid T^/nton 
usJung only the tiniest of tuts at this latest 
example of editorial incompetence Voti 
know what he's like when lies m the wrong 



Securicor cares f 

Hence the call to those nice (bui nut soft, no 
not for a moment soft) people at Sccuncor 
They agreed to hold the stuff until ion lucky 
and one extiemety lucky puze winners take 
all the assorted hardware, serious and 
flu rues software off out hands 

Just look at all this kit a Star punter, n 
Siren 3, & inch disk dnve. the entire Pwum 

COllEJCt SOIL r>t L ROM, jUSt all* Jilt d\ 'ft 

Database's wjdt: mngu o( Cn§ sukwafe. nui. 
to mention great items hdni Ikitel. Sweii 
Stars and many others fplu*. of course. 200 
odd hnlhanl games) . the Jilt Iff just aho*.' 
endliis:; You wuulfint believe how JDLicb J. 
tiiijls us to have to hand nyet ail this hr^ . . 
Jul bounty without us fjetima ev^tt * tw-ny 
weeny hit of it 1 
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AMSTRAD ACTION 



EDUCATION 



FREE Caialogue Amsliad CPC, PCW PCI 51 2 
Commodore BBC, IBM PC 

Jl.^sf'Jd PCW 8u*\n*t$ S0iTw*r* $trtOQl A&mw PC 21 Hr 
Acttti Hofim* ftmg UK Of 0353 - 6 1497? tOtftce Hours} 
tiff 061 27994 j 010 3*3 6 1 45399 (UK 24 Hf J 

MAX I -MATHS 

Amstrtd PC, IBM PC. Amitrid 4W 6i2fl 

1 Tntngltt. 2 Angle*, % Sin Col Tin, 4 R«Esngl«i, 5 Circlet 

A btghiy interactive program such mm BMMit Geometry 

provides i very stimulating framing environment 

MAOIC MATHS J M « 4-1) 

CBM &4. All Amslndi, IBM PC 

ddd^ <?ns jntf Sutffrif rron H A serjout challenger to 
simitar BBC programs and # good t sample of its type '. " 

Prtmtry Teactffng and MfCfOJ UK. 
MATHS MANIA lags ft<12| 
All Afntlrid CBM 64 IBM PC 

MuJ upt tcMiron and Division, "ft appeals to the age group. My 
son h$S been sneaking downstairs before break tasl to play " 
ffflC CEFFAX f« view 

SETTER SPELLING B -Multi 

Ail Amglrads CBM 64 BBC IBM PC 

"Wei! QtgMritseti L*$-tan$ EdottUQ nitty ft 1$ very sifong &QQQ Ptm 

BETTER MATHS [•*• 12»1S) 
AH Amfllradi CBM 64 BBC IBM PC 

R&tetf m trie top five m Amstr&d Action educational survey. 

CHEMISTRY |*g« 12-1 ft) 

All Arn&lrads CBM 64 BBC IBM PC 

Very $mof\ious tn terms of the range of topics. High 

standard ot Questions " 8000 Plus 

BIOLOGY (*» 12-16) 

All Ametrecta CBM $4 BBC IBM PC 

"A very good excuse to pity wtm your computer and have 
I fun white revving " Your Computer 
MapwmK Omz (9-Adull) CPC, BbC, CBM &4 
The Three Bean (5*10) CPC A PC 
Phy»ECm (12-16) CPC PCW- PC 
Schoo' Adm?ns?raMon PCrS T£ IBM 
CPC A PCW DISKS £16 95 
PC DISKS £22 95 
CASSETTES EH3 95 




IJ SCMOOtl 




Send Cheque Visa Access and Exp. Dal* f£1,0O 
School Software 



Ta it Business Cenire. Oepl A, DomFnuck Streei. Limerick. Ireland 1 
Tel; {UK) 01 0-353-6 T 43477 {<RL. 061-27994) 



CHEER LP! SEAL 'n TYPE 

ive ue get ijdu , 

r ru p r p rJ 1 " protec ' lve keyboard cover 
KU, through which you can type 

w kiAAi^ * 24hi bust spilt cover 
^JmH " fiemovabte- washable. 
;^^B^*4^l^n^7^P reusable 

J ^^W^W^^ k e y bo j rcj Ring iQr details 




Ring or Write for our FREE catalogue 


^D?^ rt r L rr ! r, L % ? ,,r1h " 1 • - ' v ■ J :) ^dt>* ro 

DMP iremkine kit- £ ] 0 'jU u . ! 
VDU Screw K^DOft 
rCcHour/Muncii 2. . ■■ y ni1 4 




0v$< Cover <CoVT*jno)£ 7 5 5?!^^°" 

P^lAff Bok Wld kia morgan Cf 4S 4EP 




A4 £0W A3 flOJ f m I 

v-i i'riiv, Mrs US oo kadcf 



ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 



Football Boa Porm tugs..!'; 1 ?fi> > lT ^. 

# Th#OilLY pools grog'iam wrrften bp a Of NUINE EXPERT wha has own pfofessi&ffiily 

^■.ployo<a as sucti t»y me leading pao!s c&m^f hi knows mcw to mprdve ¥oua cmahci$ 

# The ONLY program dealing with rooloa 1 1orm [har ha^ ?? } team mgfrr ratings pu&ished in a 
■ natiCrflai s^orhntj ^arja?in& 

# 1 1 ii* ONLY program 1hal us*6 mac+iine cudu dnrj advanced stasisncai m#ihtnj^ ip analyse 

fOCrtbail 1onn Li$1k homes, aways AM fjra*j Ifl r>?<ier p* merit and flives Hue odds tor 
Avery malch CavHfi leflQue A nrjfi -league c*ub* 

# The ONLY progiam ECu^.m 50*^ MORE DRAWS i*>A^ oora by i^wce 

BO JtFORM £ HANDICAP WINNER €' ■ i 95 ' - £5 '0' *3 04C| 
Two programs Pgr th* ortce or one tasy to use and ttey ^ever go out of dale Ah jou rteed is a 
lew mirutaS with a daily paper BOX FORM uein,hs up d ryiCti &>« corrt^tf^ng ine many Picets ot 
Igrm, amenoeo 10 Suil 1hfr ubar 1 ^ idea& HANDICAP WINNER f,hQw% me value Far money 

ber&. OVER 7M WINNERS in hanfjicapl Chi* year al pfices. up ta 
RACING TOOL KIT M-^S tape Or d ie 
A iwckaoji oi 7 programs ro- ^ racing enthusiast BOXFQRM 5 handicap WINNER plus 
programs lo proouoe lafcnp^ and nmo ri5or«. wpoaie priwaie tianoxaps or ior^ you? own keep 
fftCOttfe. work o«T almost any put ttfC 01c 
Why pay inflated pw^' BOXori CLE VCR a^d &n me BEST 
At*iabu» 0^ ^3/* ovsc 'or Spectrum cmd C&4 12& a&scpC s Sfl<: b from 




BOX OFT (A A), 65 Allans Meadow 
Neslon South Wirral L64 9SQ 
Crp&it eanj hGtdtfS may phone ; 051-336-2668 £24 hours) 




Esc roe pic 

11 Mundells Court, 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL7 1EN, England 

Telephone UK: <0707) 334460 Intl: (44) 707 334460 

DISKS, DISKS AND MORE DISKS AT TRADE PRICES 
DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC AND COME COMPLETE 
WITH USER SETS AND ENVELOPES. LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE. 

PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING AND VAT 



PAYMENT, CHEQUE OR ACCESS 




ORDERS WELCOME FROM GOVERNMENT, 
LOCAL AUTHORITY, EDUCATIONAL & 
CORPORATES 
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So. how did we go about selecting all 
these sctumpuoui pnzes? Well, it was 
cteai from ihe beginning that what we 
warned was the very best m each cati^go-v 
We alao wanted to publtose the vast am^nx 
y. equipment, haxdwaie and software, serious 
applicaUflfia, education anil games, utilities 
ind peripheral*, available for the CPC And 
remernbei many of ihew items are available 
exclusively for the Amsuad CPC 

We had no hesitation in deciding what 
printer to go for. The St a: LC10 colour we 
jave away lr. last Christmas issue of 
AA auracted a huge irsponse, and we were 
convinced that at the pi ice it cannot be beat* 
en. QuaUiny Plus, just released in Vision 2. 
gives it That extra edge of elegance and 
chain* I 
And Siren Still wares 
BOOK 3 S inch disk drive has 
a long and dttunguishea 
rerad e& a hard weau:tg 
and rentable item. 

Sinmlaily in the word 
processing depajtm*?nt we 
had no hesitation in choos 
Lag Pretext Irs what we use here at AA, so 
perhaps it ftas an unfair advantage (but then, 
we chose it in the first place because we 
thought it was the best* And if you're talking 
absolute luxury youre talking 
Lhe enure Protean suite on ROM. 
So that i that sorted 1 

DTP on your CPC' Easy . 
Slop Press, simply the best therw 
is Net cheap at £9C induing 
muse, but then on this paiticu 
tar occasjun we knew wo had to 
have the beti - and besides, you can some- 
times find n at less than list price. 

And as for games, well we knew the 
people we deEifrie'.y wanted to talk to. 
Incentive, o( course, tot their superb 
Freescapes, Drifter, £te:ir &de. Tots! Schpse 
and Tola; Edjpse li Sphinx Jstix And we defi- 
nirely wajiied Ocean's Renegade trilogy, as 
weLJ tjTneltung from Electronic Arts.. 
Actmsion, US Ooid and Hewscn - all of 

Those ten runner-up 
prizes in full... 

Crikey oh fleilly r 

1 Amstrad {Virgin Uastenromc : Magnum lighlgun 
fun School H (Database) * Arctic Fox {Electronic 
Arts) • Cyterffotf {Hewtf flp • CybtrMkill 
(Hew son j # Stamford iHewson} • Exofgn 
(Hewson}# ratal £ dips* (Incentive) 1 Total 
Echpse 11 SphifiM Jmi (Incentive} • Lance tor 
(Level 9} • Time and Itegik Trilogy (Le*el 9) 
Sttkworm (Virgin) • Time Stunner (Aclivision) 
%neg«* (Ocean) • Senegal if \ Ocean ) 
flanegade/W (Ocean) t Anarchy (Rack- It Hew son) 
Gaunito iQCbpQt Put Gbo$ii>v$i*ts 
(Artmnoft) • Zytups (Hewson) t knpo$ub»(i 
(Hemon) t fijrtfi fate (Bee ironic Arts) 
anrj but cenjtnJy nol leist, j year '* sub* 
4C rbption to 44, a binder to put ihem m and jn 
44 T-shirt lo ***r wftrfe you read them 



»ROTEXT 



HOW WOULD THIS LITTLE LOT 

SUIT YOU? 



Here s i complete check list of »*ai one lucky 
reader wilt soon be ntetvmg. At current retail rec- 
ommended prices, Ihe value of the pme is close 

0 n E l , 000 - and tiul s without the more than 20 
games we've gathered together too. which them 
selve must be worth some E2M 

Note: Future Pubttshing Ud, the puUistms of 
AA fiMM be hekt responsible tor any bwkttng 
work that mjy be neeiM to strengthen or 
expand your house to contain afJ ihe following 
equipment 

1 LC- to Star colour printer (Star recommended 

retail price, £299) 
X Siren 900K 3,5" second disk drive (EH9.W) 
1 Quotas Plus Verskin 2 (Seven Sloes, £14.05) 
l Mmr Offlce W ( Database, C21.4SJ 
1 Stop Press iDalabase, E?9 »J 
1 5 top Press uri^ies | Database. El 195] 

M^X (Database. £19 99) 
1 fun Scftoo/ W (Database, £12*5} 
The Arnor Prolext coi^c'w - 

ftofeifon BOM (£39 95} 

Prornerjeon ROM (£34.95) 

Prospell on ROM (09 J9) 
anct oi course i ROMBO ROM tK3i to hold all 

these wonderful ROW goodies* (£W 95} 
Uiopf# on ROM (£29.95) 
Thorrspion Computers Uatfmefge furortjJldisk 

C995) 

MAXAM version t 5 on f*0«i[29 95} 
The RAM Music Macline (Datei. £59.99) 



Soundblaster, including Harvard sleteo speakers 
and Boxer stereo beadptwie equipment 
(Sirm Q4.99I 

t Amsirad (Virgin Mastettronic} 
Magnum tightgun (£34.95) 

Arctic Fox (Elect rofwc Afts) 

Cybemoid (Hewson) 

Cybemoidlli Hew son) 

Sfo/mtofrftHewson) 

Exofon {Hewson) 

Oari Side {Ir.ceMivtj 

Dnlkf : Ir.r - ii ve) 

Total Frirpse {Incenti ve) 

FoNp/ Er^pse Sphriur Ji/ii (tncenhve) 

lancefof (Level 9) 

ttmr and Mjgik Trilogy .Lr vcl 9) 

Sltkworrn (Virjinj 

Tune Scinrm (Aciivisioci) 

Renegade (Ocean} 

flifiepadeW (Ocean) 

r7ene?adWW(Oceari) 

Arrar^y ( RacNt ttewson) 

GaunfferfTfKiii) 

Real Ghostbtister* (Activisksn) 

?r/iaps(Hewson) 

^poswb^f/(Hewson) 

Sards T*fe [Declronlc Aria) 

... and last but ceftainly nol least, • year $ sub 
sciption to 44, i binder lo pui lt*em in and an 
44 T-shirt to wc*f while you read them 

That should be enough so be qq\t\q or with' 



whom we:t? vtry keen indetd 
to gel involved 'Amsirad 
Action is the CPC maga?jne 
and we want to do anything 
we can to help yo&i celebrate 
youi fourth birthday!' was 
how just one of them put it 

So we took thero at their word - and 
helped ourselves to mote than 200 games! 
Tientoa was posted on me door, of the AA 
office lo frisk anyone leaving (that gave him 
some pleasure, i can assure you 1 ). 

The rest. d«ar leaders, is up to you. You ve 
qo\ to be m u to win it, so turn over immedi- 
ately anrl get cracking. You have nothing to 
lose but you j desk sp^ce 1 • 





H 




AMS T Ft A D ACTION 



MEGA COMP 



And now, the moment you've all been waiting for. Ladies and gentlemen won't you give a t»g hand please lor... 

THE 44 FOURTH BIRTHD4Y 
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM! 



1 
I 



This compelruon has trwe parts, Answer ihern all 
correctly and you wilt WIN in the great Amsirad 
Actim birthday cefrfral wn. 

PART ONE: Tick one ol the following boxes; 

U VES I realfy do want to get the most out ot my 
CPC I remits* its polenta! is much underraled, 
and thai this competition gives me Ihe oncein-a- 
liletime opportunity lo Tool up my Am sir ad SO II 
cart really do -is stuM 

U No rm nrt really interest in Ihe G PC In I act 1 
was tti irking of idling it eicepl I could n 1 Imd a 
pen to wile the advert I mean it s not as if rt is a 
very good computer ^atty is il 1 mean it s no) as 
it you can do word processing and play games 
on it is there anything on the telly I'm realty 
bored (and boringp 

Did you tick ttie taf ol these two bases? 

Comjral ulalions! You re already well on the way 
lo winning out ol the ten runners up prizes in 
out fourth birthday competition, and you could 
even win first prut' 

PART TWO OK now, keep calm, keep calm, don 1 1 let 
Ihe nerves gel io you. You're doing ffo Jus) I 
few simple answers and you're almost there, 
What we'd like you to do now is to answer the 
following questions about Ihe CPC and the com- 
panies that supply hardware and software tar it. 

la) Which company recently moved into the CPC 



market and sells a wide range ot CPC peripher- 
als, such as the * tromes range, OCP 
Advanced Art Studio and the RAM Mu sic 
Machine? Is II: 
(i) Joe B Foggs Ltd? 

(n] Arthur Daley Enterprises (Est, 1987}? 

pjoris it Datel Electronics? 

(Ctiier this company advertises In Amstr&d 

Action) 

(b) Which large company based in Manchester, sells 
Ihe enormously popular Mmi Qtfkv W„ as well as 
She education program Fun School tf?1s il : 
(i) London Competing Soft wear? 
fit] 16 Bi! Only Ltd (sorry, no CPC stuff)? 
(i ill Of is it Database Soil ware? 

(cf Which dI the lollow : is ml a producer ol high 
quality, eiating games tor the CPC? 
(i) Incentive Software 
(i) US Gold 
fiii) Eleclfonic Arts 
U v j Hew son 
(v) Audiogenic 

(vi} The N on Play tested Dodgy Games Outfit Co 
( vin) Virgin 

(d) And linally (keep calm, keep calm V . What is Ihe 
name of Britain's best- selling and only indepen- 
dent magazine lor the Artistrad CPC 464, 664 and 
6123? 

ft you wed a ctoe you probably wouldn't know 
whal f o do with the pfties anyway.} 



PART THREE: Gosh, thai was a bit the tough 
side, wasn't H? Never nund, you're within sight 
ot your goat All you have to do now is to com- 
pi elf this sentence in an apt and original way In 
t Swords or Jess: 

1 would like Eo win one of Ihe fabulous collections 



of priies in 
because 


he A A fourth birthday competition 



















Finally, cut out this completed entry toim (or photo- 
copy ft, it you don't want lo spotf your copy of 
AA) ¥ IM in your name and address and send il la : 
The AA Fourth Birthday Competition, 4 Queen 
Si, Bam BA1 1EJ to arrwe not later than Tuesday, 
31 si October, 1599 Entries received after that 
dale wilt be thfown away {eicepl lor overseas 
readers - see boi above) 



N*nw_ 
Address: 



□ Overseas reader (please tick if appropriate - see 
box above}. 



Rules and conditions of entry 

1 M enftw Rtoti be irirtfw? by 31sl Otfoto* 198*. eacept lor overseas enftijnti. lor 

■^M$eco^prcebu^>»!ta^f^b^ These tM^r-i wii b# awnded 
as jfld when** judpi &L*i% and there"! an me Ui it 

2 Haca"eiponaenGtcanbet*^^ 

I Because the l*(rt w-to* ot prim being jwjrcfcd future PubkMg c*n aooepi no 
r«pon*toidy t r* pfif » *w wfi^ receive do nol u nac% n tflch ihen devc ' 'pl« r r 
tire Hoptvr tit AlptoflfM to make every etot id mte sure ihar 

wm&i r*r#ttc«wytftrg towfuch fwyr* enlital Han«% tough. Stewe ted a 
hecX & *pt}V?WQ# ffv$ gear out espeeal/ atttr Ol>e and Stuart had 
■*73$n*3 « m and P*^ tt. uc**d * foa* «n e tesres any D y how I danl hrw 

vipeopto. 

< AJleftlnesbicon*^ property alftib* flycw 
wohtt ftawicv e^»r d«»T^ Dh* coffftewon clases yo^nma senda 
fft**tf Qftnefta wih f tv p^. Acondncn ^njry b ihc • ampeiiHon ^ 
lr>ese ru^&s areacctpt^l 



• We wDukJ ifte 10 take ftts oopor jn-ty to :hai* all those ca-Tioanitfs w^c re^s 
d*d 50 Oj-C"-/ a r <J gt^'OLSy <n provdrr-g w'^i pf*z*i5 It/ ins cQmpf?it i Of'" Oatet, 
S&f Anw, Odtaoa^ r Seven Ssa^s Eieciro^ic Arts. Hewson, US Gdi 
Incentive Vu^rr, tev^ 9, Actwson and aH the ofrers loo (tt weVe rn(ssed you oB 
ifrs hsi ftecai^w o» «ac* ^pace sorry arsd it's noinmg perr,o" j ! ; 



Overseas readers: 
this one's for you! 



We onen get complaints from our 
loyal readers overseas lhai by Ihe 
time they've recei ved their copy ol 
d A our compeHtions have ollen 
closed. Unfortunately there's often 
nothing we can do about thai; we 
know from experience that people 
in the UK don't much want to see a 
doling date lour months a Her the 
issue has gone out, because thai 
means even it they win they won t 
see their prize tor at teas' Nye 
months and possibly longer. 

What we've decided lo do is to 
hold back two of the second pri£e 
bundles lor our overseas readers. 
So wheiher you live in Ireland or 



Australia, Greece or New Zealand, 
Spain m Denmark - wherever you 
live (as long 1{ * ™°l England, 
Scotland or Wales'! your entry will 
go into your own special competi- 
tion. 

We shan't specify a closing 
date lor overseas enirtes: aniicipat- 
rng the vagaries of internal ionai 
post isn't something we'd care to 
attempt 

So q*| your entry in as soon as 
yotJ possibly can - copy your 
answers onto a* arrmail letter if 
yotf Ihlnk it may hetp {don't lorget 
your name and address! j. Good 
kick, everyone! 
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Computer shopping is fun at 
the ComputerShopper Show! 




Yes, for three excit 
November, Computer Shopper wi 
turn Alexandra Palace into the 
world's greatest computer show 
Everything you need for business 
and leisure computing will be 
availabfe under one roof - with 
experts to help you make the right 
choice! 

The Computer Shopper Show is your 
chance to meet the dealers with the 
bargains, the manufacturers with the 
latest machines - and to take away 
the things you buy on the day! 

Auctions, demonstrations, 
competitions , , . everything that 
you've ever wanted from an 
exhibition will be happening at the 
Computer Shopper Show - the only 
show for The direct buyer and the 
ultimate computer shopping 
experience! 

And, with Computer Shopper you 
know you'll save money! 

Why not start right here! By ordering 
your tickets in advance you will save 
£££s! Simply complete and return 
the coupon with your payment or 
telephone the Credit Card Hotline on 
051 357 2961 to place your order, 

Pr**1*l or Hit roUnk 

To pbcc four (jrder Prestel Key +49 then MtattH nkrohnk uwn 
TtouJc krt 77. MAG GO I Please quote y our credit card number* and 
W T*** M WW 40d 4ddr™ wttfri rOg pl*tt jfifcpr urder, 



The 

Computer Shopper 
Show 

Alexandra Palace P London 
I0arrv6pm Friday, November 24 
10am-6pm Saturday, November 25 
103m-4pm Sunday, November 26 



SAVE MS WHEN YOU BUY 
OUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE! 



Yes 1 Rust wnd me my tickets For the Computer Chopper Show* 

I 

J Adult tNrket* M it (Sav# £ I !) 
J Under I Si tickets It £2 (S*ve £1 ') 
J Family uckeu - admits up 10 2 adults 
and 2 children - £9 fSive £S!) 

I would like » piy by - 
J C heque matte payable » Database Ejfti**iioni Ltd 
J Credit card J A«eji J V u Ex--* Datt 

No I I I I I I I I I I 



TOTAL 



N.i i -it- 
Add rEss 



Postcode 

Pleite return your tornpieied order form to - 

The Con^iiter Stopper Show Lrta 0*re. Daabue !*r**tnm 

TELEPHONE HOTLINE 

Place your orders for tickets by calling 

O 5 1- 3 5 7 2961 



Over 250 stands serving every 
major make and model - the 
ultimate computer hypermarket, 
packed with pre-Christmas 
bargains and offers. 
Incorporates the Amstrad 
Computer Show, the Atari 
Computer Show, the Electron & 
BBC Mrcro User Show and much, 
much more! 

* On-site car parking for hundreds 
of cars - ideal for caking away 
your computer bargains on the 
dayf 

* Excellent public transport network 
with courtesy coach link to the 
local British Rail station. 

* Special show features and 
entertainment to make your 
shopping experience fun! 

* Special discount tickets for under 
16s and family groups. 



Orgori/sed by 



DATABASE 

EXHIBITIONS 



DTP SERIES 



, 

First edition 



Last month we began a series on 
using your CPC to create news- 
letters and famines, In this 
second instalment ADAM PETERS 
considers the revolution of the 
word according to Amstrad. 

So you ve finally decided to get down to it 
and make a go ol that brilliant idea for a 
publication youVe been thinking abom 
last "Jung every ^9^1 for the past few months. 
You were prompted to this bold and brave 
decision, no doubt, by the story of one fanzine, 
Wo use of Dolis, as revealed exclusively in the 
first instalment of First Edition last month, and 
by the promise of this series 

The Jfouse 0/ Dolls gang found That the 
CPC was quite sufficient Co lake them from 
blurred four page photocopied typed effort 
with a "prim run 1 of less than 50, to a proles- ' 
sionally produced and printed high street mag- 
azine with a colour cover and a circulation in 
the thousands Play your cards right and the 
same could happen to you 1 

The fust thing you II need m your publico 
tion is a bit of text (ones without words are 
rarely huge successes). Obviously, if you ie 
planning to do a comic" style magazine, con 
sisting entirely of picture strips, any words 
present probably won't have been typed in on 



a word processor (which just goes to 
prove thai I cant win). 

For the rest of you budding editors, 
r.owever. here is the Fust Edition guide to 
choosing a word processor 

Cheap and cheerful 

There are certain features magazine and 
newsletter editors need in word processors 
that types who iust write "the odd letter can 
live without: columns, Eo: s start 
Unfortunately, no package provides the best of 
everything It's more a matter of selecting the 
most suitable from those available. 

Mini Office 2 is the best- selling piece of 
CPC software ever - in fact, across the formats 
us 1 ust sold its 




H l< I 



600 .000th copy 1 U s 
very cheap and fea- 
tures a number of dif- 
ferent business pro- 
grams. Most CPC 
owners probably have 
a copy lying around 
somewhere already [f 
you haven t got a 
word processor, and 
are considering buying one to start up a maga 
zine, then my advice to the would-be editor 
cuti 1 publisher is. avoid Mint Office 2 hke the 
plague* Its much vaunted versatility is in fact 
so limited you will (eel the need to upgrade 




If something's worth doing, it's worth copying 



Whatever the nature ol the pub 
UcatJon you're embarking on. 
you'd better get used to the 
idea that you il be "nicking " 
ideas. Look at East mouths 
cover and you'll see that 
Trenton (for it is he} as the 
small magazine editor is doing 
just that! 

This "theft" Isn't as sinister 
as it sounds. Everyone bor 
rows" from other people. The 
House Of Dolts dudes (see AA 
last month) , for instance, 
showed me examples o( 
Melody Mater having blatantly 
stolen their graphic ideas. Yet 
they themselves admitted that 
nothing they came up with in 
the way of graphics, interview- 
ing and writing styles was ever 
original: ' You tend to take 
ideas from all around you." 

' We ll steal ideas from any- 
where, as the editor of a CPC 
magazine based in Bath once 
remarked to me (ahem -edj. 




# Our vm\< our wry own. T. Webb 
demonssrstes |h* g&ntte art ol mol- 
ing prists - it's mart common than 
you think" 

Theie are two mam arenas 
in which you can hunt out 
"inspiration The first is those 
established High Street maga^ 
zmes ■conce rned with the same 
subject as your Taurine For a 
CPC famine you should flick 
through AA and see what it 
contains - news, games 
reviews, letters pages, type- ins. 



a wonderful series on fanzines, 
and Jots of other stuff. 

When I say rucking " things 
from other mags , that doesn't 
mean lifting Trent's review of 
Siikwartii and sticking it in your 
own magatine! If you do you'll 
get all sorts of legal hassles, 
and Fll get a thick ear from Mr 
Carey. It's simply the " concept" 
that you steal. 

Games reviews are an 
important part of AA Maybe 
you'd tike to do some reviews of 
games you own. For a sports 
f amine, look at every pan of 
the sporting press Reports on 
sporting events are common, as 
are interviews with sportspeo- 
ple. Most minor public figures 
ate ha ppy to spend a few mm 
utes chatting to a spotty little 
oik, for a magazine with a circu- 
lation of six (well, there's no 
harm trying \ For a loca! maga 
utie, read xhe local press 

Motto he shameless, 



almost 
immediately 

Let rne just point out a (ew of 
its many drawbacks. Printer control codes, for 
one thing, must be entered in fulL and are 
replaced by spaces m the printout WYSIWIG 
(= what you see is what you get? it ain't 1 In 
other words you can'L emphasise, undertone, or 
italicise individual words. Even more annoying 
js that once you start to enter text, you can't 
change the ruler length. 

When producng magazines, you will occa- 
sionally have situations when the width of the 
text is dependent upon the length; you'll often 
want text to run around illustrations With 
M02 these functions could involve retyping 
whole pieces several times or pasting together 
lots of little sections. Aaargh 1 

Having said that 'here are some ruce fea- 
tures, such as a real tame clock." so you can 
see at a glance exactly how long you have 
been slaving away on a particular piece and 
how long past your deadline you are already {a 
sobering experience) And perhaps it is useful 
to have some of the other features, such as the 
graphics module. The word processor howev 
er, is, I'm afiaid a joke that anyone trying to 
get out a real publication won't find tn the 
least bu !ur.ny 

Slow on its feet 

Tasword 6128 is a full specification package, 
but nothing to write home about or indeed 
with. The annoying "one word at a time" for 
malting operation can actually be '"turned off," 
but the speed of all screen functions still falls 
sadly short of Procejrt One consolation is thai 
ownership of lasword 
does open up the 

1 




whole world of 
Tasman products 
to you Taspnnt, for 
instance, is a multi 
font printout package 
which can be integral 
ed with Tasword (useful 
in the world of fanzines, 
where every font counts 1 ). 

A complete chart ol "in 
text" functions can be easily accessed, and 
there is a comprehensive (and unbelievably 
dull) interactive tutorial fue to accompany the 
manual There is also a masl-merge facility 
(absent from 464 version) 

Brunword 6! 28 has a superb mail- merge 
utility which enables the computer to deal with 
the "lop" of the letter by itself {it even selects 
Dear Sir/Dear John as appropriate) Most 
fanzines aren't likely to find themselves send- 
ing out lots of "circulars," except when sub 
script inns expue If you'vi* already got your 
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DTP SERIES 



Revealed! What's inside the ZX Spectrum... 



As for Arnold, an I page U6, 24 
and 32 pages are the best sizes 
for famines) imaginary mag 
dedicated to the CPC. we've 
gone for: a spool letters page: a 
spool problem page ithe easiest 
i in:- pi to write comedy in): m 
editorial {on the current 
state of the CPC world); a page 
dI serious ranting isex and Vio- 
lence m games is not 'just 
harmless lun '); a comic itnp 
{on the bach page f. a page of 
hard ware/solt ware reviews; a 
guide to What's inside $ ZX 
Spectrum 1 1 you can work that 
one out lor yourselfi; and Last 
bul lirst, if you see what I 
mean, the front cover (which 
makes t\qUl 



Having gorte on about steal One idea of your own. is worth 



imp ideas, it s worth pointing 
out that these ideas are |ust 

springboards for your own 
imagination and onginality 



a dozen borrowed ones 
Personally. I've never nicked 
the merest smidgeon of an idea 
Never Well. 




# The tenet? p*g< itom in* imaginafv AmoW; note ftefrir ii quite happy cop- 
ing fltth coJurnns in CPU*. Ihwgh when they re Ihii wro* you Mfli* odd 

"hvtts" {tti &1 pufcli5*iiing jargon tgr you (hrrft. my n»ntt 1 £djrn Pelen 

lrunkyoypwdnighii 



subscribes stored on DataFile (the Brunwoid 
utility), it's a simple operation to run off some 
"send us more cash" letters There are even 
separate programs for printing addresses onto 
labels or envelopes Brilliant! 

The spell checker, BrunSpeK is also includ- 
ed It's the fastest, and most intelligent" spell 
checker avaiiaiu 1 A word about spell checkers 
in general though they are no substitute for 
proof- reading They don't spot punctuation 
errors, or your you :e style mistakes, which are 
the most common (and easily made) Also, be 
warned that the dictionaries supplied are limit- 
ed {around 30.000 words usually), and tend to 
reject a lot of perfectly -spelt " simple words 
(BiunSpell rejects "hello," for a start!). This 
often means you waste a lot of lime looking up 
in a "real" dictionary, to check that you are 
indeed more intelligent than the computer 

Which wrod (sic) processor? 

Whenever word processors are compared in 
AA, Pioi&xt always conies out on Lop, and 
rightly so It's the fastest and most comprehen- 
sive package available on the CPC There are 
none Of your fancy meniss on Pioiext Alt com r 
□lands are entered in as part of the text , so you 
can actually change from continuous to single 
sheet printing (foi instance) m the middle of a 



I Ft .!■>.( SPILL v3 14 (c> few Tint- JsctLD^i 
I 7i £ i v ^(tatti ItmaftK CCK****), Lt44&0) P^cumt 



Scuiif... 

{ufrl PICriSHAn ijic *wS imi irate 
CMduiq.. , in Est frmf It itffl 

ind i ipm mHi J i tt tI 

s til Lit It *L Hf arte* i+M 



• Prospf W. the Frofejtf sp* I eh§tki* ltiil 5 trt-n stowet than 
an ejctremly tired tortoise (hat's carrying i rieiw irjad and 
i*rY1 in that nujcn oi i hurry anyway idofl'i fry Jo copy Adam 
Peters' tbffgefoim caption mrtling iecfwitQve at home, #rU 
you. reader? «J l 



document Quite wiiy you'd want to do some- 
thing like that I don't know, but it's possible 

A few months back someone wrote to AA, 
pointing out that they'd said they used 
Pretext to do the mag, yet columns weren't 
possible In fact, columns are possible on the 
CP/M* version of the program (as narrow as 
you want, and as many as you like across the 
page) The CPM package includes mail- merge 
and an a-g-o-n-i-s-i-n-g-l-y slow spell checker. 

There are though disadvantages co the 
CPM environment. Files can t be as large as 
available disk space Only a small amount of 
text (around four and a half pages) can be held 
in memory at any one time, so the program 
starts making ail sorts of hrnbo files once tins 
size has been exceeded When you start mess- 
ing around with columns, the figure drops to 
just over a page Unless you have three times 
the necessary space on the disk, you can gel 
into all sorts of trouble 

A further warning, when you mess around 
;vjth columns (moving blocks around and so 
on), it occasionally confuses the computer 
{"available memory ' and all that), and the 
hugely upsetting message " Fatal Error 10 79 " 
sometimes appears at the Lop of the screen 
I've lived through this unwelcome experience 
myself a Sew times, and you'll he relieved to 
know that all it means is thai only half the 
block (column) was moved into position. It's an 
easy operation to pick up the remainder, and 
put it where at should be 

Comparing pnees as weU as features. 
Brunword almost comes out on top. But the 
"Box Mode" (column- producing) feature on its 
own is enough to guarantee the lndrspensabili- 
ty of Pretext CPM to the fanzine editor The £60 
price tag is more than a little daunting, of 
course, and you'd be well advised to check out 
the ads in your friendly neighbourhood AA 
before you shell out the full whack • 

• 0on H | mtss neirl month's First Edition, in which we 
consider the rote of artwork 
in your publication 



CREATE 
AND 

WIN! 



You realty shouJdn'i need any more encourage* 
mem than First Edition to gel c racking wfth that 
magazine newsletter bulletin of whatever rt is 
you've been driving your friends crackers sboul 
lor rnpnihs. 

Bui we thought you might appreciate it rt 
you htd an etira teeny, weeny bit of motivation. 

So we arranged with Mannesman* Tally, the 
printer people. Eo give way their £750 {yes. 
£7S0I>. 24 pin MT222 printer! 




To win This beautilul beast you'll need lo do 
two things; 

THING THE FIRST: follow First Edition every 
month (this fas pan two: another three pert* to 
go), and answer the simple question wel be 
ashing each month. 

Last month, lor Instance, we wanted lo k now 
who wrote the series. (CSuei too* at the top 
of the fmgCr under the headline *} 

THING THE SECOND: Mowing First Edition 
should give you some briHianl ideas for cre- 
ating your very own publication, 

Whatever your interest - sport the CPC, your 
i ooa I club and so on - there's always room 
f of a witty, incisive and intelligent pubfica- 

tm 

Send in yours, whether iTs the first issue or 
the hundred and fifth, and you stand a read 
chance ol picking up The Printer They're All 
Talking About l 

So keep your eyes on First Edition, note the 
answer to each month's question and gel ready 
to send in your wiry, Don't rely on us to repnnt 
the question* (but: we iwgnt M we feel lite it)... 



Question two 

According to this month's First Edition who 
w^S On last month"* cover? Was it: 

a] Bra? 

b) An alien tan outer space? 
cl or Trenton Webb? 
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Ivery much doubt that the number of 
Arrt.sirad Aciiox riders whu uw: the CPC 
61 2B as I do wouldn't fill the dock in my 
court - or even overflow from the witness 
stand ' For I use my CPC for crucial judicial 
tasks Also, as an author. 1 find thai it can cope 
with books of 100, GOO words. 

From an early age I could touch-type at a 
furious rale. Thanks to playing jazz piano, and 
an Army typing course 1 wide my first book 
on an IBM Golf Ball typewriter Naturally, 
errors and second thoughts bred like rabbits 

To a moderate perfect lomst, avoiding blem- 
ishes means either bathing in Tipp-ex fluid or 
typing a manuscript about five times I did 
both When inexpensive word processors 
appeared, guess who saw them as a must? 

I bought my CPC G12B. knowing nothing of 
the innovative PGW B256 - launched a week 
later as a specialised word processor I was 
underwhelmed with satisfaction But my disap 
pointment vanished with experience The CPC 
was line for me, a user whose limitations the 
machine has been graciously pleased to over 
look 

Guilty of jargon 

I find most of the text of the manuals for my 
CPC and my software incomprehensible, 
exquisitely painful and superfluous I have 




read 

derail facilities of 1 
have never had to as) 
After my solitary str 



lere are probably wnn- 



I do not dream. Yet I 
[the suppliers for help, 
lies, every new insight 



1 find most of the tea of the manuals 

for my CPC anp my software 
incomprehensible, exquisitely painful 
and superfluous n 



into how to operate mak&s me feel like 
Christopher Columbus. 

] have no interest m the technicalities of 
computing, or in writing programs 
Spreadsheets and databases are a mystery I 
don't play games. I have not added any bells 
and whistles, such as esrtra memory or a Serbo- 
Croat dictionary 

t don't use the machine for correspondence 
as 1 find it a nuisance to disconnect continuous 
suiunniTv ami r.n feed in stnql. ■ l.ir-prheads 

Therefore, it is a tribute to mv CPC thai a 
computer illiterate like myself can use it sue 
cessfully for massive word processing In four 
years of almost daily and heavy bashing, my 
CPC 6128 has been up to every task, without 
malfunction or breakdown in either the equip- 
ment or myself I have not received any electric 
shocks. The monitor has never overheated The 
keyboard copes with my typing virtuosity The 
screen is easy to read 

Fine sentences 

My only complaint is that, exploiting my weak- 
ened state in the small hours of ihe night, the 
CPC sometimes commits contempt of court by 
making cheeky or critical comments on my 
text. But next day, on reflection, t usually agree 
with them. 

For word processing as distinct from hunt- 
ing aliens, juggling figures and such trifles, 
what more can one ask of a computer"? ft ts to 
ihe software that one must then look. 

Tasword, my first word processing pro- 
gram, was user friendly and coped with large 
Steed files, but it was slow I switched to 
Pretext Although it limits the size of files, 
large amounts of text can easily be split up. 
The outstanding speed and flexibility of 
Pretext make it a pleasure to use 

My set up includes a Canon PW 1O80A dot 
matrix printer, a reliable work- horse Its NLO 
mode has been found acceptable fot 
manuscripts by more than one publisher 




processors excel an tmlft fnr fuy a no- 
ting text into a new structure This! is 
je my CPC in judicial work An exc 
(prepare my charge to a jury in a 
1 For days or weeks I have to take j 
[testimony about some serious offej 
Jan assault or a robbery The offlj 
|d record is of little help here 
simulate into a mass of detailed. 
conflicAg evidence It is a fudge's dutyjto 
■inalysenhis, to extract the issues, and to 
sent thfcr. :o thr \\\jy for decision, accurately 
and faiiiY, with directions m law Usually ihe 
evidence is reviewed overnight to prevent 
delay in the daily progress of the trial 

Verdict: the evidence speaks for itself 

Drafting the charge to the jury is a two stage 
process My first draft includes everything 
important and relevant in the evidence, in the 
order in which I noted st I insert comments, 
references to legal authorities, intended direc- 
tions in law and so on This is easy to compile 
on a word processor, since it can ha changed 
later 

It is a tribute to my CPC that i com- 
puter- illiterate Like myself can use it 
successfully for massive word pro- 
cessing. In four years of almost daily 
and heavy bashing, my CPC 6128 has 
been up to every task, without ma) 
function or breakdown in either the 
equipment or myself.., 11 

The second stage is to edit and arrange the 
material for presentation in the most clear and 
appropriate way The charge to the jury is not ft 
mere summary of the evidence ft must focus 
all the questions for their decision, while fulfill 
mg all thr- legal requirements, including fair- 
ness, so that the ]ury may reach a proper ver- 
dict 

The value of a word processor for such 
tasks is clear I also use my CPC for other ooun 
duties including chamber work These are per* 
sonal applications ol my own equipment But 
courts are now introducing computers for word 
processing, administration, reference to the 
law. recording decisions, and other functions 

My CPC B12B is also fully able to handle the 
bonks I write of up to 100.000 words, it often 
looks smug about the results one book, pro 
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m oted in 30 ooum nes and another, pu blished , 
last year, and to be < tinted (or the third lime. I 
const&ndy expect tt e screen message "Could 
a PCW do better?* 

The pleasure of ising ths machine, and of 
editing and poMm ). does much to overcome 
ihe usual writer's nertia on facing a blank 
sheet - or worst, a ill of bJaiik cofumuous sta 
Lionery- 

I learned, that I w.^s essentia; lo divide 
chapters into short files foi flexibility to save 
alter every page, tot make back-ups each time I 
switched off, and to use ™i:nluoils 100 gem 
paper for ease of handling. 

I have no plans to replace my Lned and 
trusted CPC Indeed I am just embarking on a 



new series of books, an d It shows event s mn 
that! will last the course' • 

ai s Ihe judge's story, and tie s sticking I 
W be delighted to hear from you H your I 
hal an equally unusual and exciting life: Day rn 
ftopfe exists to demonstrate Ihe variety 01 u*es 

|o which Ihis versatile and understtaitietf 
machine is being pul Send your account ol how 
you u&e the CPC to run a medf urn-sized country 
lo: pay in ihe Life, AA, 4 Queen Si Be*h BA1 EJ. 
The editor is always happy to receive short oui- 
lines, in case you don'l want to risto writing the 
whole thing straight off, 
PS Oh yes. there's one other thing. We pay 
you too, handsomely! 
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Special Show Offers from Dynamics 



ON CURRENT RANGE 
OF JOYSTICKS 



M*w Hem* Q*m+M Starter Am* 
Co/np+MwA Ano AC «mT Jt/D fiAnwi CAfltf 

' HI I 




V U*f a^fjoodcjuaMydigrtal 
poywlcfc, on yem CM 

I <,* 



See us 
on stontf 

345 f 

PC Srto* » 




with 



COMPtTTTKH* WtO PC JdtfftCh #\ fcgni gray 
surfcaMe to* Alan. Armlrad and Commgdor* 
ccmputen. Top »Hr>9 joystick wnflh Mead* 
quality and fc4iab4ty *nc or por atmg the**- 

• Supe* sensHi 1 ** nwrmwAcnn - tor precwon 
Control 

• Dual lire button* lorMc r*gw hand Control 

• Frm non %hp pjd% 

• Robust steel shall and rubber nHum lor 
tittOOtfi rrrtwrrwnl Go with, the Pre' 

^HMKIhw^ci f 1 0,00 fxa 9£ 
The Dyrwnpci A/0 (UMfS CUD combined 
^■wnp's ^kJ *rtakVdK|itji change* alio** 
the use d tfw Companion Pro PC JoyibCks or 
Qlrwr digital gayilKk* wnth fOM PC, AT, KT and 
compaoW* ffdhiP— and wrtft fctwdtr Euro PCv 
Bu T th* MQ PC Jnd A/P GAMES 

CARQ m (h, li r V4M«CS IMffTfA MCff and 
wf will mcKKkh ncriina OCLAN SOFIYMAE 
a game* se*eet»on toalurng Che best letlng. 
«qbOCO*» *omti tt nasi ttiyH 
SpKiarf K *nc* C40.00 HRP C+9 96 

superb joyibcM 

Th* itjc wftni 4wc Jd* EHuriitv pov&lKk 

coMPrmxw mo - uriu 

Th* uibrrufr *i Ihr ConipeljEMiri Pry 
l^dilKMw^H £12.00 «flP£i6*4 



NAMICS 




h4 British Leader in Joystick manutactun 
■ :0/^rfat/Sa«taV COrftTSFM't f fltivrON DtOMAM OL2 6JZ £ 
^_^HP' NOWTf 0b I 675 7222 Tflf Jf &S9?05 COTJVG 
■■■■ 



BEGINNERS 



To begin at the beginning 



If you've just acquired a CPC, 
and don't know the first thing 
about this computing Lark, 
perhaps you should get some 
nice man to tell you all about it. 
Step forward Head-Line. 
TRENTON WEBB explains all. 



THE COMPLETE 
IHTRQDUCTtOH 
-4MSTR4D6128 



C33.50 disk #61 28 only 
Headline u 0432 271 593 



Have you ever wanted to be more familiar 
with your CPC* Do you want to know its most 
intimate secrets, just what makes u tick' 
Head line Communication would tike to intro- 
duce you 10 your 61 28 So sit down, say 
Hello CPCT ( Hello, CPC"), and i( you re sit- 
ung comfortably we'll begin 



Tutor i a J. h 




• Ajsaulling your sonsftS. vjSuSI and auditor y: £3 frrief 

taster ol The Complete fnjrpffuerffpn 



The package consists of four audio cas- 
sette tutorials on two tapes and a work disk 
which contains exercises and an electronic 
book." Using the system disks supplied with 
your 6126, the aim is to take you from setting 
the computer up, through to using CP/M 

The whole course has been designed to 
alleviate "techncfear" and introduce the CPC 
as a powerful processing and computing tool 

So. simply slap the tape in your walkman 
and do what the nice man tells you After 
plugging all your wires into the right holes 
{yes, it really is that basic 1 ), you're taken 
through the very fundamental steps of pro- 
gramming in basic. 

This is not intended to tell you how to pro- 



gram, but familiarise you with the 
terms and concept involved. 

Delving deeper 

After a headlong rush at Basic, the 
tutorial now changes tack and goes 
straight for the CP/M jugular In no time 
at all you've started up CP/M Pius, digest- 
ed the marvels of an operating system ana 
are ready for some leai action 

The rest of the first tutorial is used tt 
make you comfortable moving around this 
sLrange new work! thai your CPC has 
entered dir commands, switching drives, 
filenames and resetting are all covered, but 
the most rewarding part is using DISCKIT and 
actually creating something. 

Tutorial two delves deeper into CP/M with 
exercises in which you chop and change the 
system disk backup created m Lesson one. 
BIT. S$OW, even submit are all dealt wl-Ji m 
a deai and informative manner, Leaving the 
student relaxed with CP/M but aware that 
there are many more .secrets to be discovered. 
Rather than plough ahead though, the operat- 
ing system is dropped and you are plunged 
back into Basic. 

This time you flick through the Electronic 
Book' supplied on the other side of the tutori- 
al disk This is dull stuff indeed, with the nar- 
rator, talking at you and you flipping screens 
following the onscreen text 
In tuton al three, things start to go 
awry Everything starts nicely with 
some more exercises in CP/M. Then, as 
an example or gome applications and 
programs, you are taken into a spread- 
sheet. Nothing wrong with that: this is 
after all a complete introduction to the 
6128, and spreadsheets are an impor- 
tant and useful application 
However, this general introduction 
soon turns into a precise; guide of how 
to work this particular spreadsheet All 
this is very informative, but not much 
use when you're up to your neck 
Supefcatc ft which follows the same 
principals but a totally different operat- 
ing procedure. 

Falling between two stools 

The same problem occurs in the fourth tutor i 
It, where you're introduced to databases The 
only useful informal ion apart from the general 
guide lo databases is the introduction to "the 
electronic book" for recap purposes 

The CoxnpJeie Jmrocf irciion starts by guid- 



GOOD NEWS 

Effective teaching method. 



tea? 
I Amstrad 

CPC 608 



TO 




* Wnjt you get tof your C35: a book, two la pes and 



mg the proud owner of a shiny new 6128 
through the minefields of Basic and CP/M. 
The lessons are well constructed and lay solid 
foundations for later learning, but just when 
'.hey start to get into some real detail the 
whole scheme is abandoned 

In the final tutorials examples are given of 
some of the serious applications of the com 
puter. Both are good, but running them in the 
same package means that neither concept is 
fully followed through 

If the idea was to show the various soft 4 
ware applications of the CPC. why were only 
spreadsheets and databases included' 7 What 
about word processors, art packages, DTP or 
even a playable game? 

The very flexibility of the CPC makes the 
"complete introduction" to the various soft- 
ware options a no go project. Whereas in the 
CPvM and basic tutorials you are led into new 
fields and the scope for learning is defined by 
the logical steps that are prevalent in the two 
systems; so more can be learned and at least 
then two areas could be completely intro- 
duced. This way solid foundations are being 
laid for later, more specialised study 

Nice try Headline, but possibly too hard a 
try U s an impractical task to cover complete- 
ly all the possible operating methods and 
applications of a machine like the 6128 in four 
half hour sessions. 

The course is split between the way the 
6128 works and what it can do, and it should 
concentrate on one or the other Admittedly, it 
could not then claim to be "complete," but at 
least it would have the potential to be more 
thorough than its present form allows * 



BAD NEWS 

■ Hot *« complete e« claimed. 

■ Expensive. 
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lCASPELL COMPUTER x 0202 666155 ,24h„ 



Amurad DM P 2:3000 mfws 24fi? 
Amslrad DHP40OD ...... 2426 

Amstrad PCWttflrf (I/Lrtftju. .. *274 1 

Amsliad PCWK*12 *2?4a 

Brother HR 1- b ■ £i> - 40 *2696 
Canon PWlOQM. . ...„,„.„, 22^3 

Centronix GLP 2412 

Citizen T?0P lflOL LSPlD ?4W3 
C«(izen MPS601 .. . ?■*// 

Ep»n FX/ LX-ftO 22?3 

Epson DtfGX 60 24*4 

Epson LfrSOO 2477 

Epson RXSO 22/3 

Epaon 277^ 

Epson r-ull Width 2020 

Juki 6100 Duikywliiavl M/S . 2563 

NEC Pinnriler P1/P2 2254 
NECP2200 ....... 2S44 

N£CP6+/Pr» ...... ?®7Q 



Panasonic KXP I0fl I 1 1S0 2229 
Soika*na GPlQO ... 2317 
Seicosha SLtkJ (I I ilm >*+v,*9741 

StiiHutha b(Xi"ti io . 2290 

Sh tmw* CPttO MTdO 1 . B W 

Tatung/CofnniodDFa CPBO. mm A>m 
StarLClO 2S61 

Star LC24-10 2966 

Sl^NLlO 27«t 

ffd&ncs otf&f krngttf kte and m&y ha used 
wtih Ribbon HafrGsbf} / > „■ -' 

PRICE STRUCTURE 



h 

B 
D 
D 
B 
□ 

n 
b 

D 

h 

□ 

U 
E) 
0 
E 

[> 
H 

□ 
fj 

1) 

D 

i 

B 
o 





1 off 


2 off 


5 0 ff 


A 


£2.95 


Eb /b 


£12.95 


ti 


£3.95 


£7.45 


£16.95 


c 


E4.45 


£7.95 


E 18,45 


D 


£4.95 


£8.95 


£19-95 


L 


£5.95 


£10.95 


£24.95 



Prices include VAT & post 



WE ALSO HAVE 



DISKS 



and a Technical 
Library of 

1500 BOOKS! 

Please enquire/ 



FREE SUPPLIES 
CATALOGUE 

24- page 
FULL BOOKLIST 

50p 
(Only wtfi goods) 




PAPER 



A&pncsspBt i8Q8$fttm&inct VAT 

* P*P €? $@ any qumntity 

11/9.S 6tigsm Listing . . ... ££.45 

ii /a. 5 7Qg*m Micropetf .. £7,9& 

11/9.5 fibgsrn Letter QuaJ . . . £0.9h 
A4 we 70gsm Microperf £9/0 
A4 un B5g&m L etter QuaJ .. f 10.05 

' a a ■■ [«Htr! MOM £19.40 

Ab Lefl#r Quality paper. 

M«trop*rf ill aJqm Jor uffaM-wrnuK) 

□ Address Labels □ 

3.5/1.5. 1- or 2- across 
£3.75 per 1000 oh sow, 



At last - a unique 
new ink spray that 
restores ribbons in 
seconds 



SAVE 

£££sON 

RIBBONS 



* Quick & Convenient, 

* RMtorat ft R*4n*s faded ribbons 
In seconds! 

* Refreshed ribbon lubricates prim 
head for smoother running & 
enhanced printer lire. 

- Use on em fabric ribbon... 

again and again) 
■ Pays for Haelf the first Ifffi 1 lines 

you use It 



ONLY 

£8.95 

lt\£ VAT & post 





Cheques/PCte fno slamp needed) 

CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES 

AA c Hc£:P0S T , Pootfl D«er Qht5 r BR 

Tel: 0202 666155 or 0202 35650 (24-nrj 

TTUDE LMHJIHE* L LOCAi WTHMlTY CODERS WtLCCWtQ 



TASWORD 6128 

(Tit Wnrd Processor - with Mail Merge 

The established, powerful word processor for the Amsi rad CPC 
6 128. TA SWORD 6 1 28 h as be en specially developed to use 64K 
of memory as tcxL space. This means a text file can be a 
massive 60 n 000 characters tong T enough room for over 10,000 
wordi! Featuring all standard and many extra word processing 
facilities TASWORD 6128 includes sophisticated prim options, 
on-screen help, notepads and a built-in data merge facility. 
Extensive customisation options allow many facilities to he 
changed to ynur requirements and then saved into the program. 
Combining power with ease of u&e, TASWORD 6128 is the 
complete word processor for the CPC 612&. 

TASWORD Djm &9M 




PERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE 



Spri ngf ield t louse, 1 1 yde It r race . I ac^ 1 &2 9LN Tc I (0532) 438301 



TASWORD 464 

ITie Wnrd Processor 

Your 464 been me* a profc^ional standard word processor with 
TASWORD 464. Supplied com pi el c with a comprehensive 
manual and a cassette which contains the TASWORD 464 
TUTOR to teach you word processing using TASWORD 464. 

TASWORD 461 camttt £14.95 





TAS-SICN 







Th t Si«ii Maker lor the CPC 6128 und PCW 

Produce and print your own signs, banners and large notices 
to get your message across with maximum impact. A complete 
sign making package including four distinctive Lettering 
siyles and character heights from one inch to the full width 
of the paper Signs may be primed ii cross the paper or alo-ng 
the length of the paper to produce large eye-catching banners 
and notices. 

TAS-SIGN (4u4 matrix printer* only) di*c £29.95 

Use the clip coupon below and send for our FREE brochure 
describing [hese and other products for the CPC range. 



If you do not want to cut this magazine. Simply write Out your Order and poSE IO: 
TASMAS SOFrWARE LTD, t>HPT AA, SPRING PI I :LD EIOLSt-. FIYDI- IT-RRACE-. tl-i-DS LS2 9LN 



t enclose a c^hc^uc/PO made payable to Tasman Scrfiware Ltd OR 

charge my ACCiiSS/VlSA number: 

NAME ITEM 

ADDRESS 



AA 



CanJ expiry dale: 

PRICE £ 



£ 

Telephone Access/Visa order*: Ueds (0532) 43830! Outside Europe add JC2 per item airmail TOTAL £_ 

TEeajyc send mc d IRliL Tasman brochure descrihing your product* ftrr I he IBM/AmMrad PC □ Amslra^ PCW □ Amstrad CPC □ 



All prices include VAT and post and packing 
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THE RAM MUSIC MACHINE IS PROBABLY THE MOST 
EXCITING MUSIC ADD-ON AVAILABLE FOR ANY COMPUTER. 



Il l* a full sound sampling system 
aLl«wtng Any sound to be recorded 
digitally Into computer RAM. Once 
stored the sound can br replayed 
at different pitches with KUy 
varying effects. 
It'i -id echo chamber * digital 
delay line, Create very Interfil- 
ing effects. 

Various sampled sound* arc 
provided to get you going., 
Thr Music Machine cin be used as 
■ drum machine eight drum 
sounds are provided, but you can 
raslly produce mare of your own. 
The powerful software allow* you 
to compost lunrs (rum LnUlvnlLfc.nl 
bars uf music. You can edit on 
«.i tf-rn £j &a vp /Load KounoV 
mstrnmentsA rhythms, 
ira a. two Toice music/sound synth 



▼ 

▼ 



Fully MIDI compatible. The ham 
Mus*ir Martiine supports full MIDI 
In, MIDI Out ft MIDI Thru. 
Output Eh rough your Hi-Fi or 
Headphone* £ anin, complete 
with Microphone. 
Use m full Mite MIDI keyboard to 
play the Muale Me chine. 
Sounds produced by the Music 
Machine can be mixed with a MIDI 
Synthesiser's own sounds 
Oil screen Sound Editor can 
produce Mini, data Finrn your own 
compositions. 

No other product can offer so 
much In one unit it % the total 
solution!! 



ONLY £49.99 (Cassette) 
ADO £5 IF DISK REQUIRED 




I 

ii 

ffiiiiiirriiiiiirnti 




64K AND 256K MEMORY EXPANSION 



t oruplete Light pen and graphic* 
syatctn lets you create a whole 
range of effects on screen. 
It can magnify, shrink, colour fill 
and create circles, rectangles, lines 
and curves. 

Pictures can be edited at pixel 
levr | using a scratch pad which !■ 
niac/niKrd In full iCrefn 
Picture dtoiage and retrieval, and a 
pert calibration feature 



Printer dump utilities for Epson/ 
Amatrad printers supplied |on 
cassette], 

ONLY £14.99 
cassette 

or £24.99 

WITH SOFTWARE ON ROM ■ 
NOTHING TO LOAD 
4«4 or 6124 |PI«*t* 11*1* which) 



¥ 
¥ 



Simple plu£ Jn memory eJipanxicm 
gives Instant extra memory. 
Features bank switching software 
for easy use by the programmer or 
fOJ UK U i data stqrsge area. 
Ideal for use with the CPfct 2.2 etc. 

The software also features some 
extra BAHICJ commands. 

falH unit brings 464 up to C PC 
6129 memory configuration 

making a hluth IfijgeJ SOfiWuff 

base available. Will work ilraight 
off with many program* designed 



for this unit (including: OCP Art 

Studio see Ad ■ |- 

64K unit expands 4&4 10 12BK. 
m The a&tiK unit takes von* 6J W t« 

a rnasalre 320KT! 
V All dank switching done automati 

cally by supplied software [cassette 

4EU ■ dish tiiaoj. 

ONLY £49.99 

G4K for 464 

ONLY £99.99 

25EK idr 4E4 or S12J3 < Pi (rase: £t*t*J 




^ A simple but highly useful device 

^ F.»*y to use realtime t-lock 

battery hacked to Rive the correel 
time and date Uwivt 

^ Ai*o l>.*tuie* rilc^ Mbit I/O port 
for external control applications ■ 
very useful 

y Come* complete *Uh ful] 

in M ruction* and set up software. 

ONLY £19.99 

464 or 61 29 £Plv»aj slat* which | 



SPEECH SYNTHESISER ft 
STEREO SOUND BOOSTER 



This eafcy to use Speech Synthc 

hitter include* m powerful Sicrry 
AmphlLer and two Fed Speakers 
which is a great Improvment on 
the sound of the internal mono 
speaker. 

Using the 5PO/2&G Speech Chip 
the unit hit an ■■most Infinite 
vocabulary. 

Text to speech software Is provided 
in ROM to make Speech Output 
simplicity Itself 

Voicing it transparent to the user 
and the computer can carry on 
with other program t**fe* 
Speech output is mono directed to 
both apcakcT*- Booster gives, stereo 
to Internal sound output 



¥ 





SlLiCOp DiSfc 4G4/GI28 



ONLY £29.99 

464 or G12B [Please stater which] 



This la the fasteat storage syitem 
available Tor the Arnaf r»d CPC 
computers and Is compatible with 
CPM 2.2, CPM+ and all DK' Tronic* 
peripherals, 

The 25I0K Silicon Dish at designed 
tti tie uhed In conjunction with at 
J east one normal Disk Drive 
attached to the system 

When I he 2S16K Silicon Disk is 
fitted only "2K Is fo T the 
"Silicon Dish directory, leaving 

fOT Iturpge Chat S 70K more 
than a normal Disk Drive. 



V Data and program* can be 

exchanged between Silicon Disk 
and normal Disk application 
programs can then work on their 
4*1 ■ at vastly increased speed*. 

W Software is on ROM [nothing to 
" ICflril and can be used In two mode* 
Basic under AMDQS with normal 
LOAD, SAVE CAT MERGE 
commands etc. and within CPM 2.2 
CPM* where comrnercinli programs 
are designed to run on mull I drive 
syitcms 

ONLY £129.99 

4t#4 Or 61 23 I PI**** *,tdt* itflliohj 



AMS I 



dAtel 



THE ULTIMATE 
GRAPHICS 
PACKAGE 




W 

f 

f 



Genius Mouse is a high resolution two button mouse featuring optical counting! teflon 
guides, ftiicroswitches, rubber coated ball and high quality interface. 

When combined with OCP Art Studio this graphics package is quite simply the best 
system available. The features are unmatched 

M Pulldown/Icon driven mfnui for 

(IK of UJTp 

W Mouit ope ration* p1u* JoyiHnk *nrt 

keyboard control. 
V I f! H apriyi, 115 tmuihei - to 

flexible- anyone cad crtilc aupcrb 
graphic* eatlly, 
S Full cue i ad p»U lacilif !*■ plm 



ART STUDIO 



Create in Image - ah rink it, expand 
It. move it. rotate it, copy It 
colour It etc., etc. 

Spray patterns or shade t. makr 
elaati-c line* - atrctch and 
manlpulalc ihapea 



PLieL edit, fant editor, fltp, invert, 
rotel r, aotid or Lcxt urrd fill end 
profr* iidny.1 manual mike Aft 
Studio * tin pip the brat flraphlea 
package for the Amu trad CPC. 



Zoom in 1q add del all in ftpr mod*- 



TAPE OR DISK FOR *** OR #12* 
[PLC Aft E I TATE WHICH REQUIRE D| 
M.S. 4«4 NEEDS DK *4« RAM PACK 




ONLY 

£49.99 

TOTAL PACKAGE 
INCLUDING GENIUS 
MOUSE/INTERFACE 
MOUSE MAT/HOLDER 
AND OCP ART STUDIO 



PC W 8256/851 2 
OMMUNICATOR 



W Cornplrlr R5232 and Cenlronlca/ 
Parallel inttrfaee- lot the prw 
AmaLc-ad 

■ Simply pi Lid 9 Into rear expansion 
w (lot, 

^ Attractively at pled In computer 
colour* 

^ Pull in*lructiona aupplied. 

Only C49.99 complete 



Pfnw jr6u fan add a auperh iop 
quality 3.S" drive Id your CPC 
Anutfad 

HfHIK of data uora^e on dfaka that 
(Ml lea a thin £1.00 



not Oiily Ehl* vbM dUk Lnv«H "<Ey 
but alao over SO new bar com 
mand* pivt* a printer buffer, -etc 
£a ail y fit ted ful I instruct ion* . 



No need to flip d.tk* 

f 
f 
f 



3.5 4l*ka are faal befonuna] 
Ifkdttitry standard. 
Comr-a rumptelr with power 
supply and 1 atltPN 
We supply our drive with Ehc 
RODOS ope. rating lytiem. giving 



464 o^nefft PQHt already have at 
leant one Amt-lf ad drive 



Only £119.99 for 

Drive and RODO$ including 
PSU/Cafcles 




Turn your Armtlrad MOrtltOr Lnlo a 

full featu.EC TV act with our TV 
Tuner Sysle m 

Latest chip technology glvea 
af JRPiil i-lraw wrrF.pt Inn Of) all 
channels 
Built-in speaker. 

On/Off vnlumi rr>nErn<|a. 

Bri.£htriciHt arid colour controls. 

Channel selector 

Attractively *tylcd to match your 

compuier- 

Why not realise the full potential 
of your monitor? 

ONLY £69.99 



HOW TO ORDER ... 



BY PHONE 

07S2 744707 
ntn Credit 
t trd Une 



BY POST 

SI 



Send thequea/PO* made 
peyabfcc EO 

Date) Gleet tonka" 



FAX 

0782 744292 

UK ORDERS POST Fkfcfc j 
EUROPE ADD £1 
OVERSEAS ADD £3 



PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIlfE OF PRESS 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANfiE WITHOUT NOTICE 



CALLERS WELCOME Fleair reserve flooda by telephone prior to vlatt. 




DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD.. FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOV AN ROAD. FEN TON. STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 


SALES ONLY 
0782 744707 


TECHNICAL ONLY 
07S2 744324 
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ACT I ON 




15 pages of Action Test - now that's a 
bit more like it! We've got some real big- 
gies this month, too: there's Running 
Man, RockstarAte My Hamster, Indiana 

Jones and The Last Crusade and 
Licence to Kill. But pick of the pack this 
month is undoubtedly Laser Squad, one 
of the longest awaited games of all time. 
And it was worth the wait, too! 



MASTER GAM £ 

Laser Squad 

RAVES 

Dragon Spirit 
Stridor 

Indiana Jones 
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XENON 



Virgin Games * E9.99 can, CI 4.99 disk 
joystick/keys 

Somewhere across the bounds of space and 
time a great adventure is taking place, A lone 
fighter is battling to survive against awesome 
odds, his only weapon a fantastic craft that can 
transform from a tank to a plane at the touch of 
a button. Enemies are massing, though, for one 
final assault. This ls the world of Xenon, and a 
battle's coming down. 

The aim of the game is simple victory by 
the complete obliteration of the enemy Youi 
lank/plane is a tough armour-plated beast that 
can np up the opposition easily on a one to one 
basis. But of course, like buses, they only ever 
arrive in threes. This forces you to be constant- 




# Youll tavft to change to Lank mode la cellees 
i he fuel drum 



ly switching from shape to shape to maximise 
kJl power and minimise the risk factor. 

On the ground you're immune to aircraft 
shots, but are slow and attract fire from enemy 
armour and gun emplacements When you' re a 
fighter plane, speed and range improve but 
you're vulnerable to shots from every tody and 
can't pick up the exua power packs dropped 
by retreating tanks, so a balance must be 
struck. 

You scroll up this hi-tech tiled corridor, with 
turrets protruding out of the floor One quick 
shot for even a near miss) soon has them 
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m A wily tough end at 
level giwdtan 



exploding beauti- 
fully, and the trip 
continues. 
Next, gun 
emplacements on 
a tughet level 
require quick 
change to plane 
mode, or avoiding 
the shells they 
send crashing 
down around you. 

Thai's just about it: differing formations of 
tanks, planes and fortifications getting error 
more dangerous until big bad end ot level 
beasties come out of hiding and give you a 
short sharp lesson in the art of dying The side 
effect is that you are returned nght back to the 
beginning and the whole battle starts again, 
amid much gnashing of teeth 

The whole point of a shoot H em up is that 
you don't even have time to think, and it's 
instinct and reaction speed that see you 
through On this score. Xenon fails to deliver 
The whole game moves at the speed of a slug 
with a sprained ankle. Even in plane mode, 
which allows you a modicum more pace every- 
thing's in slow motion. 

In a way the slowness ts a relief, because if 
everything was at normal blasting speed the 
survival time would be measured in microsec- 
onds: it's tough enough as it is ■ The graphics 
and sound are both excellent conversions from 
then 16 bit cousins and the scrolling is smooth 
if slow 

The blasting, however, isn't enough to sus- 
tain any lasting interest. Tough it may be, 
interesting it ain't. Xenon just doesn't set the 
blood on fire the way Silkworm did, there's not 
the mad and confused scramble thai makes 
shootem ups so exciting. 
It "s a shame, a 
crime even, 
that such 
good work 
has been 
squandered in 
such a gamo. 

Apart from 

SpGtttI Lt'S 



# Only b pia np tan ihooi 
ttowtod turrets 





TrWlfOW'* 

uwd. Xenon fe* 
conversion, tucking fust ttwt one 
menf no shoot* *n>up can turvivc witth 
our speed Thanks, bat no thank* 

SC 

GREEN SCREEN 

Crystal ctear 



got everything: good graphics, sounds, smooth 
scrolling and even a reasonable plot premise 
for a shoot out Bui it is just not enjoyable 
enough to warrant spends rag £10 on? 

In years gone by scientists thought the ele- 
ment xenon was inert I think they were proba- 
cy right. TW 



FIHST DAY TARGET SCORE 



50,000 points 



The Verdict 

GRAPHICS ... >„79% 

Crisp, clear tanks and planes. 
■ Exceptionally accurate arcade 
lookaUke. 



S O N J C S . 

Great tune. 
■ So-so spot effects. 



.63% 



GRAB FACTOR 58% 

Low -key pace makes it easy to play. 

STAYING POWER 33% 

■ Too slow to be interesting at ail. 



RATING 



57% 



Looks good... but it's all so 



WE'VE GOT THEN ALL 

FOR SPECTRUM AMSTRAD COMMODORE 

HIT NAMES - HIT GAMES 

HIT SQUAD 



ACTION TEST 




B Li dp soft T.ircjpt Games 

£9.95 caw, Cl4,95dfsk 

(Mate: expansion modules included on rfisJtr 

cost £3,95 tor cajf #tt#f 

joy Mick /keys 



OH Mill 
OUNDS ? 



A droid crosses m front of Corporal Hansen. 
He's been waiting for this, and takes a care- 
fully aimed shot but the M4000 s bullets skit- 
ter off iis armour. Hansens in trouble and the 
rest of the laser squad will have to get 
there pretty quick if lie's 
to avoid becoming a 
smouldering lump of 
laser fodder. It may be 
war, but that droid's 
geuing personal 

Laser Squad is a 
game of tatties 
and violence 
accurately 
simulating the 
one-to^one 
combat of 
rebel space 
marines. A 
war game in 
essence. it 
takes you 
down to the 
level where you can 
almost feel a victim s last 
breath. You've got id 
organise the men to 
achieve an objective within 
a specified number of turns, 
and when the strategy has 
been decided the shooting starts 
All movements and combat relate to the 
action points total of each trooper, which 
is calculated with regards to encumbrance, 
wounds and physical stamina. Every activi- 
ty from an aimed shot to priming a 
grenade uses a predetermined num- 






# h PotcAm ViAty ttv Rw tQfBttJflim oftir cwv from 

M^- _ 1 1 i— I i _ .h - n-n 

mm hmph mnp w pwm u wtpc 

Thm 1 ! only on* surf my to find out~ 



everywhere and Sterner is 
kitted out in the best 
armour money can buy. 
Sublet 1 /, though, soon 
gives way to overkill 
when you start Loosing off 
your racket launcher in 
•'is jvmg room 

Mission two sends 
you on an S&D patrol to a 
lunar computer station. 
This system has been 
gathenng too much in 
depth info on the rebels: 
your job is to go into the 
moonbase and blow it 
chip from chip Once 
again the base is defend - 
ed by some mean horn- 
bres (watch out for 
Trooper Sol) who must be 
persuaded with laser pis- 
tols to let you trash their 
hardware collection. 

Mission three casts 
you as the rescuers of fel- 
low revolutionaries incar- 
cerated in a mine com- 
plex. Long twisting corri- 
dors push your nerves to 
the Limit as you never 
know what you'll bump 
into at the next junction. 
Accuracy is of prime 
importance here, which 
can be a real test on the 
nerves and the patience 

Expansion one puts 
you in defence of a plan- 
ets geothermal core taps 
which are being attacked 
by war droids - which 



limit is the generous budget which forces few 
compromises on the easier levels. 

Tooling up the lads takes a few minutes - 
double check everyone's got spare ammo - 
because when the action starts you'll need all 
the firepower you can put your trigger 

GAMfll 



ber of action points, forcEng 

you - Che commander to JUL ckM^Kk ^ n 9 er on Different missions need 

carefully consider each J j BR different weapons and some 

and every action. ^ inK boc30mfi Positively dan- 

There's nothing more jw^^B^ ^L^l gerous to the user as well as 

frustrating than h;^ I f I i *l -i # Lhe lar0&l if use(i in a rash 
ing an enemy in your * II \ f i \^ j I a \ ^ moment of panic (rocket 
sights and no energy L aii L Lit = ■ rs in small rooms, for 

Left to pop off a ^ J* M MM ^ ^ instance) 

grenade and frag ^JB^ mm Armed and dangerous, the 

SQv&d reauv " . \:^-r.\. down 

The style of play ^SVlAi wM 10 the miission 51311 P° mts (° r LZs 

is completely in tho ™ as we used 10 call them in 'Nam) 

Remember you are so totally m control 
that you even have to tell them to pick up 
their rifles when you land! 

The first mission sends you in pursuit of 
Sterner Regnix, a man the rebellion want 
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hands of the commander right 
down to choosing the arms and 
the armour for the team. The 
range on sale at the local munh 
tions store is enormous and 
vicious: battle armour in four 
different grades, a multi- 
tude of rifles and lasers, as 
well as sundry explosives 
are all on offer. The only 

SO AM5TR4D A C TtON 



pushing up daisies and not repressing the 
masses The attack you have to lead on his 
house is no quick "nip round Ehe back and 
poison his cocoa" job. but more a convincing 
impersonation of Beirut. Battle droids patrol 
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Main games screen 
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Action pants remaning 






Direction indicaior 
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Action points needed to gel % 
opportunity fire 

The cursor on screen is your 
iroop selector 

Terrain and its cover value: 

itrrs often dictates where and m 

how you get to your objective 
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tf any enemies cross your line 
of sight this box flashes and 
tdfe you liow many. What n * 
wonl tell you is where 
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Scanner screen 

A map is always on hand lor 
checking enemy posrEiofis 




f 1 Fire 9 screen 




Move the cursor to ■ ndenhly target 
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The various tire options, and cost in action pomis 
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would result in a hole dean through the plan- 
el and not just the ozone layer Expansion two 
places you in Paradise Valley, a nice place for 
a venom spitting alien, but downright terrify- 
ing for space grunts Guess what you meet 
though as you stroll across the valJey Door 
escorting a top spy to safely' Yup, venom 
spitting aliens - b*g and nasty ones' 

Two things add excitement and great 



j 



SECOND OPINION 

r Ww qpfwwit town (ft* wordgQthtt 
mis is m> orouwy computer game 
Tte ahttt satisfaction QtbtowiOQ your 
oppo/wtrs fAJfM&Wfyf § ttfefnt) Bit 
aw fA* s»rwy to jn iifwiiafyf fr 

nniffirfng Jwo p^y* strrtc^M the 
M* otitic gam* but thm *rv twv 9G+ 
rmMthaitwm tear tfwCPC 
OA" PbM 

OftUM SCREEN 

Gnpftn scrmn Uwr Squad If Jus? 
u tf tear *rtrf /u*l n f of* N> 



appeal to the package; a two player mode 
and the element or luck, In two player, one 
sade controls the LSboys, the other player the 
evil empires soldiers. If you can exercise 
enough self restraint to avoid looking as your 
opponent directs his forces then a truly 
intriguing battle of wits ensues. So now 
you've a chance to hunt friends down, hound 
them till they're begging for mercy, and still 
shoot them 1 

Luck has the largest part to play of all fac- 
tors in any successful Squad campaign. 
Sometime you'll find your troops unable to 
even see Che barn let alone tut its broadside! 
And since all the combat is random, even il 
you aim at point blank range there is still a 
slight possibility you may miss, a chance 
magnified for a snap shot at medium distance 
and a near certainty for spray lire at long. 

Similarly, to surpnse an opponent and get 
opportunity fire as they enter your line of 
sight you must have more action points left 
than them But how do you know? You can be 
waiting hidden in an alcove and still be 
denied a shot by a particularly active robot. 
Worse still, if you get a crack at a bad quv -inn 
miss there's a surmcf possibility you've frit- 
tered away ■'«! vour action points and vois're 
about to be introduced to the business end of 



ACTION TEST 



PRIVATE 



a pump action shot- 
gun. 

The fun in Laser 
Squad stems from its 
flexibility and its paya- 
bility. With two players 
and four levels of diffi- 
culty (seven on the 
expansion modules) 
the games playing life 
is a long one indeed. 
It's the armaments on 
offer that really make 
the whole show worth- 
while, because even 
when you've beaten a 
scenario you can give 
fresh life by tackling it 
with over the top or 
completely inappropri- 
ate weapons. 
With the addition of 
"add on 1 " modules this one will run and run - 
who knows where the nest mission will take 
us ? With the two current expansion modules 
new weapons have been added and the diffi- 
culty has been stepped up. Laser Squad as it 
stands now will have any intelligent aggro 
freak" coming back time and time agam. 
You 11 love the smell of Auto Cannon in the 
morning. It smells of Victory. TW 



FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 




Kilt Sterner Kegnw 



The Verdict 



85% 



GRAPHICS 

InsLamly understandable screens 

5 ON ICS 30% 

■ Pooi sound effects and no music 



GRAB FACTOR 



94% 



STAYING POWER 96% 

Learn the tactics win the war 



AA RATING 



91% 



is go to war lun is 



# Turn to pagr 63 tor an c 
interview with IN* 
of Laser Squad' 
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LICENCE TO KILL 



Domark • £9,95 c»s, £14,95 disk 
joystick/keys * 



v 



What was Felix Leiter thinking of when he 
invited long time friend and colleague James 
Bond to be best man 1 ? Everyone knows any- 
where Bond goes trouble always follows - In 
On Her Majesty s Secret Seiviee James 
couldn't even get to the honeymoon hotel 
before his own bnde got killed 1 And sure 
enough the gunfire starts before you can say 
"I do, aaarrghhl" and the would-be Letter 
famUy get. all messed up. 

Never one to live and 
let live, James resigns 
fioni Her Majesty's 
Secret Service and goes 
off like a thiinderhaU to 
scare the living daylights 
out of the drug smuggler 
- Sanchez - who orches- 
trated the attack. There 
are a number of steps to 
tracking down such a 
master criminal, the first being to hit him 
where it really hurts, right in the shipments. 

So it's up in a chopper to start destroying 
the narcotics factories and chase down 
Sanchez, who's doing a runner in a jeep. The 
dealers don't seem too keen about being 
bombed and fire back forcing you to use both 
height and speed to isne up the sheds for 
demolition. Like Thunderblade it's a case of 
swooping in at just the right moment with 
guns blazing to keep the damage counter 
from ticking into critical. 

Having made your way through the valley 
of death you've got to nip out of the 'copter 
and get down to a gun fight. You see Bond 



Licence] 
To Km 



The men with the golden licence 



Domark have come along way 
since they announced they'd 
won the licence to produce 
Bond movies as computer 
games, 

This then tiny company 
has progressed through a 
whole batch of licences to 
become one of the young pre- 
tenders to the twin thrones of 
US Gold and Ocean. 

It's good to see that their 
commitment to the concept 



thai launched shem (View to 
a Kill and other movi&s} is not 
waning. Indeed Domark are 
about to release a complete 
trilogy or their Star Wars 
games. How long will it be 
bef ore they take the plunge 
and bring us a collection of 
the greatest moments of 007 
ontheCPC? 

With tbe current threat to 
coin-op conversions front the 
console mamii a timers, I Linns 



could well be the way ahead 
for the tie-in games. 

Tilings are definitely 
going that way: Robocop 
number one in the charts for 
|list about ever, Indy and [lie 
Last Crusade hyped beyond 
belief, and of course a little- 
known film tie-in called 
5a (man will soon be hitting 
our screens courtesy of Ocean. 

Maybe the times they are 
a changing? 



things the easy way and get on at the airport, 
you've got to try and hitch a tilt - ar 10.000 
feet! 

Next you visit a drug drop 
zone and take a quick dip 
with some particularly 
vicious divers, gunboats and 
harpoons Then it's time to 
steal a seaplane and go for 
the finale- a chase with 18 
wheeler trucks as thoy make 
| a dash lor the border. Life is 
never as simple as it should 
be, because the trucks have 
that everyday extra motoring necessity, 
Stingei missiles* 




SECOND OPINION 

"Without a doubt this Bond t* tho 
beat ot the bunch. It's flnishabte, 
which makes a change.'' SC 



GREEN SCREEN 

Nothing to complain about 
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• Lewi On*: duaa iht (**p and destroy I 



from above, sighting the gun with a floating 
cursor. You've only a limited amount oi ammu- 
nition and so dead traffickers must be looted 
for extia buJets - ammo can also be pre- 
served by shooting the barrels of aviation fuel 
which litter Lhe airfield, making them 
explode. 

Sanchez escapes in a plane, and so to 
employ hts Licence to Kill the world's 
favourite secret agent has to go up in the heli- 
copter once more. This time you're not trying 
to shoot anything down but latch onto the 
plane s tail. Yes that's nght never happy to do 



LTK is a compilation of themed games, 
rather than one scenario that tries to capture 
the feel of the movie. The music comes 
straight from the original score and establish- 
es atmosphere for the adventure. And all the 
best and most spectacular scenes of the film 
have been carefully chosen and recreated by 
Domark s gold fingered programmers 

The game ls not graphically stunning, but 
the action and characters are clear Mostly 
drawn m a Gaumleiesque 
style, Licence to Kill is the 
most irnpres 
sive Bond 
yet: not 
exactly 
innovative, 
but highly 
enjoyable 
to play 

The war 
against 
drugs takes 
on a whole 
new slant 
as James 
helps you 
say Dr. No . 
to drugs fl 




Licence: 




• Lmrd Two: 



frQht your wwy ktom 1l» 



Licence to Kill m a game which you'll see the 
end of without a poke, as it's intended to be 
completed, with you then going round again, 
improving your score 

fn the competition foe the best movie 
licence of the summer. Domark have certainly 
made their pitch with a strong contender. Just 
when you thought that you"d played every 
sort of Bond game under the sun. this is proof 
positive that you'li never say never again 
(thai 's enough had puns on Bond him titles - 
ed tw 



IMPT OAT TARGET ICGCE 



Tfie Verdict 

GRAPHICS 65% 

A gieai selection of cliff wen; playing 

■ A brt Ilk'- ',',' 

SONIC s 83% 

Brilliant film music conversion 

GRAB FACTOR 77% 

Simple games, well executed 
Su deferent games m one 

STAYING POWER 62% 

A bn too easy for the hard player 

Only :oi;r levels. 



A A RATING 



76% 



nveision best Bojtcf yet' 
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PASSING 


SHOT 


1 magew ori* s# CS .99 cm 


ss, CI 4.99 disk 


joy^tickVeys 


9 



It s just like the Des n 1 Gerry show at 
Wimbledon, as alt the world's best tennis tal- 
ent bay lor a crack at yet another British 
hopeful - jwj r Only, tin] ike the reaJ thing, you 
actually stand a chance of achieving glory, 
even winning the Grandslam 1 So limber up, 
put on those Reeboks and dnnk plenty of that 
yukkie barley water stuff It s time for a knock 
up 

Out on the court you take over pst as the 
lost set is about to begin, so this Is for the 




t Which teufnMKtni will you p*#y to 




# Ttw rptthn m mn from overhaul 



match. You get to serve first and the drama is 
all set to unfold. The spectators are hushed 
(either that or asleep) and the two players are 
busy psyching each other out. gunf ighters in 
white cotton shorts. 

Service couldn't be easier, all you do is 
bung the hail up and belt it. It always goes in 
- a touch of realism healthily ignored Once 
the games underway, you can send your 
player scurrying around in any direction to 
hue up your back and forehand shots. All 
you've got to do (on the easy level at least) is 
just get near enough to hit the darned thing, 
and Robert is your mother s brother. 

What's that you say? Sounds so simple it's 
bound to be boring? You couldn't be more 
wrong! In no time at ail you'li find yourself 
planning a couple of shots in advance and try- 
ing to outwit the computer opposition Even 
complete tennis haters (like myself) are soon 
wooed into the complexity of this "simple 1 * 
sports sim. You'll be waiting for that moment 



when the other guy 
makes a slip and you 
charge into the net 
poised for the kill, eager 
to smash the ball back so 
fast they re not even 
going to see it, let alone 
bit it! 

Doubles adds yet 
another dimension to the 
gameplay The challenge 
of playing with a friend is 
offset by the merry confu- 
sion caused when two 
identical players are on 
the same side of the net 
Once positional problems 
have been overcome, 
though, careful and con 
servative play results in 
you becoming an almost 
unbeatable (well t did say almost 1 ) team. 

The four mam shots m your armoury are 
the voDey, lob. top and back spin. Used 
together with a correctly timed fore/back 
hand stroke and even a computer can be 
wrongf ooted time and tune again. The hitch 
(yes, there had to be a hitch, didn't there?} is 
that things happen rather faster on the court 
than m the text book, so even the most 
inspired set up can be ruined by a lack of con- 
centration What could have been a great 
forehand smash to the left hand corner so 
often turns into a backhand headed for row G 
seat 13. 

The controls are simple on a joystick: for 
ward to come over the top of the ball, back- 
ward to strike it underneath, with the trigger 
to tell the player when to make contact 
Forehand and back is simply a matter of hold- 




• Str***** ^*Uwtttr*w*0mm+§***xrm ball tip *nd I* *• 



new tactics and so a whole new learning 
curve begins when you reach the 'States, and 
you switch from the green to the red stuff. 
The series concludes in a three match thriller 
at Wimbledon, which takes us neatly back to 
Des n Gerry. 

A real sport sim, this actually makes you 
appreciate the spon ralher than nppmg off 
the most recognisable bus and calling it a 
game You will soon develop enough skill to 
bypass the easy opponents and go for the real 
tough stuff . where speeds increase and every 
shot is just that little better disguised. Wit! 
you win and get that revolting plate they 
keep trying to fotst on people at Wimbledon 5 
Or will you be left shouting at your monitor 
that it cannot be serious, man, there was 
chalk dust, everyone could see that there was 
chalk dust, the goddam ball was good^ TW 



SECOND OPINION 

Passing Shot aprra* up m JOff j 
from (ft* much hattfwr 
mttctt to Pasting $ho4r PMcfJ 

owfN scuem 

8*d light woat srop mr 



1 



MR ST DAY TARGET SCORE 



Win a match 



mg the stick to the respective side But 
remember that holding the racquet on the left 
means you'll drive the ball across the court to 
the tight, so be careful when lining up your 
line dnves and it's match point. 

Better than the real thing in many 
:c?f>pprts, a Pacing Shnt game win sees a ten- 
nis bail creature burst into tears of frustration 
{not that real pros would behave in such 
childish fashion, surely?). Line calls are deci- 
sive, but you can't help feehng that the 
machine has been programmed to make the 
occasional odd decision just to add spice, but 
always on your points l 

The tour rakes you through four different 
locations which means you've to play on both 
clay and grass. The different surfaces require 



The Verdict 




GRAPHICS 


65% 


□ Flayer sprites move well 
■ fttestly just white and green. 




son res 

□ Brilliant theme - lust like the TV 
■ No crowd or teruus-type noises. 


70% 

1 


GRAB FACTOR 

□ Much easier than the real thing 1 

□ Sue different games in one 


80% 


STATING POWER 

□ Four tournaments to play in 

□ Four levels of sMl 


72% 


A A RATING 76% 


□ A great sporting moment for the GPC, 




AMSTRAB ACTIO** 



DRAGON SPIRIT 



Tenqen.'Domark • €9-99 G8ss p E14.99 disk 
joystick key* 




Historically dragons have had a tough time of 
n St George skewered a big lizaid and 
became a national hero, while fantasy writers 
have pamied them as tuv breathing demons 
with human blood dnppmg down their fangs 
and a malicious smile on their scaley lips 
Truth is that they've just got a bad press 
To see how they really behave look ^» 
at the one in Dragon Spun He *^£> 
risks his neckjsj just to help save q& 
some poor Princess who's had ^ 
the bad luck to be kidnapped 
by an evil devLl 

Now although this Dragon 
may have the best intentions, 
his methods are hjghiy suspect 
All he can do is fly all over the 
kingdom batting all the bad guys 
he meets with a quick bit of the old 



tTftrw heads ar& teller than one wh*ri you're 
hgrtung 1Kb phoeriiel 



fueball which cleans the corridor of all Dying 
foes, allowing you to concentrate oci avoiding 
ground fire. 

Eight levels of apocalyptic destruction are 
the product of these magical powers, 

«mm with the volume of assailants 
^rf ft threatening to breach your 
^tjfV defences at ail times. Chaos 
Jk f£\ reigns in the Land of Dragon 
Span when melee is joined, 
enemies coming at you 
from all angles as well as 
firing from below. Some try 
™ » ■ ^ kamikaze runs into your 
f& wm 9 s - to* 1 * hang at ^ e °' 



/ 1' i 

.Lid Q 



napalm breath - unsubile. maybe, but effec 
live! All you do is follow the trail 
of the malevolent monsters right 
back to the Ian of ZawelL the devil 
serp-ent 

Zawetl's forces. mythical 
beasts created with black magic, 
are almost as powerful (if not as 
dexterous} as the dragon. Lizards 
patrol the livers phoenixes hide 
m volcanos for snealt attacks and 
djagoitflies - what else* - swarm 
in waves to overwhelm their 
enemy To dissuade them, our 
friend the Dragon has his bie. i- li 
weapon for the airborne rangers, 
and bombs for those trying navy 
moves or land movement 

The hie air ; can oe made more 
effective hy bombing diagon eggs 
which release a bail of magic 
power U caught these have highly 
beneficial effects rr.oie heads 
range on the firepower, and even baby dragon 
drones to help you on your way. If yoiTre real- 
ly lucky a final capsule of enchantment will 
transform your three-way shots into one huge 




• Just some of the many 
mongers, on levels 2 and 3 




down intent on impact, while on 
latet levels dig blue creatures attack from 
behind m bombing runs. 

The fantasy theme 
strengthens Dragon Spirits 
chances of being an exception 
to the genera] "hi-tech" blast 
□tits: eight levels of glorious 
destruction and not a staiship 
m sight 1 Magic explains away 
the extra weapons and gives 
the programmers a free hand 
for those beast tes not included 
in the com 'op conversion brief 
Another shootout it may be. but 
it is tor from predictable 

For a hard day's wiggling 
you would be hard pressed to 
find anything that'll make your 
tugger finger ache as much as 
Diagon Spurt. Intense es the 
word that comes to mind Its 
depth will have most wilting 



more 



/x 

ACTtON TEST 



SECOND OPINION 

"Fast, frantic and furious. Dragon 
Spirit witi have you blowing on your 
joystick hamf to coof it down, Twiff&n 
and Oomark do is again f" S C 

GREEN SCREEN 

True to the spirit of the game 



under the piessure and pace The ranks of 
high quality shoot 'em ups have been 
swelling m recent months and it's the origi- 
nality and the accuracy of the conversion that 
sets this one apart. You'll discover fire can 
fight fire but then, you've got a Dragon 
Spun on y ou r side J T W 



FIRST DAY TARGET 



20,000 potDU 



GRAPHICS 71% 

9 Hitittti itUtytftij »tit*it 



S ON ICS 

■ T lien it* ic in- 



54% 



GRAB FACTOR 82% 
STAYING POWER 82% 



44 HATING 



81% 





• Above: bomb them lire spitting lizards to g«i lo in*- impressive iar*d 
dangerous) Lev&l Oris guardian fright) 



AMS TFt A £> ACTIO*! SS 



ACTION TEST 



THCTIC5 Ui»» 



KENNY DALGUSHS 
SOCCER MANAGER 



Cof fiito • C9 + 95 Citli £14.11 dlftk 
joystick/keys 



Q. How do you make a management game 

look exciting? 
A Slap on the box the name of the most sue 

cessful foocball manager of ihe eighties, 

that's how. 

The man whose rate words of wisdom 
have inspired thousands: {understood by 
dozens) has put his impressive image to work 
for this new game from Cogmto 

An icon driven game, Kenny Dalghsh does 
exactly the same as every other management 
sim. but with pretty pictures rather than bor- 
ing titles. Everything's there, even a board- 
room crew that includes trainers, scouts, 
accountants and bank managers (you wally 




§ CNth ory the 1 2 shift to swap the learn around 



want lo play a game that stars your bank 
manager?). 

Nothing new has been done to take the 
genre forward except for the icons. 
Everything develops at snail's pace, with you 
filling in the time between matches balancing 
the club's books, looking around for new tal- 
ent and swapping the team about. The only 
real influence you can bring to tea r is the side 
you select and their playing formation. 

So you wade through the season, con- 
stantly checking your 30b security rating, 
aware that runs of bad luck only ever end in 
the dole office When your league position 
solidifies everything gets a bit dull, as you're 
unable to find any more players of quality to 
buy - borrowing the money s no hassle, but 
try spending it! 



SECOND OPINION 

"I don't quite Me ths sttmction of 
tootbalt men&gemefit games* But 
ft you do, this is the one to get 
afrlght" PMcO 

QftEEN SCREEN 

Nicety suited - fust tike 
Kenny hims&tf! 




% PUtdng your team Mote a milch 



As a fourth division side you eventually 
get knocked out o( the cup and life lust carries 
on There comes a time in the season when is 
either promotion is in the bag or out of the 
question and the cup competitions are memo- 
ries. What else can a manager do apart from 
sit around and just wait for the axe to fall? 

Kenny is a well done example of a stag- 
nant game form. There are no rough edges 
but there's no magic either Even the screens 
with their slow redraw speed eventually 
become an Lrntant r because with no direct 
influence on the field of play you end up feel- 
ing the helpless pilot of a prearranged course 
- a spectator and not a player Nice try 
Cogriiio, but it needs something other than a 
big name to carry this genre TW 





The Verdict 




GRAPHICS 


64% 


Good icon usage 




SON ICS 


0% 


■ The hills aren't alive with the sound of 


nothing 




GRAB FACTOR 


62% 


Icons are user friendly 




STAYING POWER 


58% 


■ The season stagnates if you're not up for 


the cup. 




A A RATING 


60% 


Good example of its type... 




■ but hardly earth shattering 





TREBLE CHAMPIONS 



Challenge • £9-95 east* £13.95 disk 
kayt 

Inside everyone who watches football 
there's a Ron Atkinson, or even a football 
manager, struggling to get out Arid every 
ttmchline general dreams of glory by win- 
ning the triple League and FA Cups, as 
well as the first division title. Challenge 
Software want to know can your team 
become Treble Champions? 



Excitement almost sneate m during a 
match, as you watch a ball by bail commen- 
tary, but is agam stymied by your lack of 
real influence (two subs per game and 
that's your lot 1 ) But watching the other 
team chalk up a 9-1 victory wsih no incica 
tion as to how to avoid such thrashings in 
the future soon gets 
aggravating 



SECOND OPINION 

"You'd be e reat fan of footle-sirat* 
to want this one* And to enjoy it 
you'd have to be the number one 
ten" SC 

GREEN SCREEN 

No pictures, so no foss 



With nothing more than boxed titles to 
louk a: you're launched into a league season 
with very little idea of what's going on or 
what to do about it (sounds like Bobby 
Robson'} The instructions supplied are 
abbreviated into a deconstructed morass of 
senseless jargon, made all the more incom- 
prehensible by tiny print, so your fust game 
is bound to be an unmitigated disaster.. 

The game must go on. though, and you 
soldier through gradually getting the Jiang 
of what to do and when. There is an allotted 
amount of time between games which must 
be spent coaching and training players, as 
well as going poaching from teams m other 
leagues. 



Just another 
management simu- 
lator, us main fea- 
ture - efficient pro 
gramming - not 
being enough to 
make it noteworthy. 
Outclassed by the 
likes of Kenny 
Dalglish, this game 
has arrived too late. 

TW 



a 

16 



a 
0 
0 



C/ KEEPER 
DEFENCE 
MIDFIELD 
FORWARD 
FIT/FORM 

POSSESSION 
SHOTS 
GOALS 



ARSENAL 



SHOOT 
O 



• A match bdog played, evclli 



The Verdict 



GRAPHICS 

■ Just names in boxes. 



SOHiCS 

■ What souses' 5. 



40% 
0% 



CRAB FACTOR 30% 

■ Slow starter with poor instructions. 

STAYING POWER 62% 

Five divisions, hours of play 



AA HATING 



Staid, but duos the iob 



49% 



r 



AAfSTR4D ACTION 



K & M COMPUTERS 

THE LEADING AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 



ADVENTURE CASS DISC 

Time and Magik £11.25 £11.35 

Grume IK Ingnds back Cii 25 £14 75 

Pawn (6? 26/ £ 14.75 

COMPILATIONS 

Heatwave £10 50 £ 13.99 

Soccer Spectacular £1050 £1310 

Special Acaon ... ... .£"0 50 £13.99 

The Story So Far (Vol 2)£ 10.25 £ 11.25 

The to Crowd £11.25 

History <n the Making £15 95 £21 50 
Tai?o Com-op^nc. Rastan;- £9.90 

Supreme Challar-9Br line = lei £9.90 £13 10 

Gold 5 |g*r 4 £t 25 £2\50 

Giants £10 SO £15.95 

Fhgni Ace £11: 25 £i3-95 

Arcade M usele C 1 0. 50 £ 1 5 . 95 

Command Per+a. r mance .£9.90 £15.35 

Par 3 £11.25 £15 95 

We are TheCnarrpions £7 75 £13.10 

SciccarSQuad , ,...£7.75 £11.25 

Game Set & Match II £9.90 £13.10 

Space Ace ...£10.50 £1125 

K:<isPlay £2.99 

STRATEGY SIMULATION 

Kenny Qaigieigh £7 75 

Fooibasi Manager H £7 75 £n 25 
F tell Mrn li Eicpan^-sr Kit . . £6 25 C7.25 

Fc-olM I Director II. ... £14 75 

Gunship , £11.25 £14 75 

Ancient BaiHes £11 .25 

Micropore Soccer £11.25 £14 75 

Times & Lore ....„ H .E7.75 £11-25 

Chuck togefs Ad Trains £7.75 £11.25 

3D Pool ....„„, . £7.75 E11.K 

Bards Taie £2.75 £625 

Passing Star ....W,...£7 75 £n.25 

FootbaJl Director |4G4> ....£7.75 

Treble Champions ...£7 75 

ThH» National £7.75 

War m Mrtfle Earth , ... . £775 Eii.25 

HeToes o1 The Lance £7 ?5 £i 5 3D 

Airborne Ranger £11.25 E*4.75 

T' s-a P-j^ssj * ■ New Ed i c - £ 11 2 5 £ 1 4 7 5 

Emlyrt Hughes Soccer .,..,£7.75 £ii 25 

TratK-Suil Manager £775 

Laser S<juafJ N....C7.75 £ti.25 

4 Socce* Simulator £7 75 £11.25 

Axhor Coiiecl-or . £2 75 £6 25 

Championship Gotf ,...£7 75 

Camer Command N. £Phone 

EDUCATIONAL 

Answer Back Jnr . .£7.95 En 95 
FaeHkie SOOs £3.75 £6 75 
Fun Scihotf <U5s. 5^. I2f .£5 50 £7 95 

Maxi Malhs (Gaometry? CB.5Q £13.95 

The Three Bears ($126) £15.95 

Happy Breathing r 1 2 161 £i3 95 

Mag t Mains (4 8* £6 50 £12 95 

Maths Mania ja 12) £8 50 £12 95 

Criemislry GCSE £11.90 £14.95 

Physics CCSE £n .90 £14.95 

B'OJo^y 1 (12-t6l EB 50 £12 95 

Wordhang £7 50 Ell 95 

Happy Wnfrng £750 £1195 

Phy&ics- 1 n 2-i6i £3.50 £13.95 

Mao Geography Qui £S.50 £ 13.95 

Spanish Tutor £12 95 £15 95 

French M»slress...„... ...£i 2 95 £i 5 95 

German Master £12 95 £15 95 

ian<ByCrasnCourM..f6l2fl-PCW/ £19.90 

ian*ey Two Firmer ..f6i2S-PCWl £19.90 
Fu.i School 2 ! UTs. 6-3, «. j . . £7.99 £9 .99 

Happy Fractions (12 161 £13 95 



ARCADE 



CASS DISC 



Tiumdertiirds £10.25 

An NewGhostbuslers,, £7,75 

Run The Gauntlet £7.75 

Doninator , £7.75 

Vigilanle £7.75 

Rainbow island N„.£7 75 

Rqbocop £7.75 

Sftttpofc £7.75 

SlormLord £7.75 

New Zealand Story £7 75 

fnefy (La$| Crusade} £7.75 

Super ScramWe £7.75 

Barbarran II £7.75 

Forgotten Worlds £7.75 

Bed Heal £775 

Crazy Cars II £7.75 

Gemini W -ng .. .. . H .£7.75 

Skate or Die £7.75 

NavyMo^es -£7.75 

Munstefs , £7.75 

WEC UMans £7.75 

Silkworm £7.75 

Vindicator* £7.75 

APB - £7.75 

Purple Salm Day N..CH 25 

XenophOtie N. ..£7.75 

Licence To Kill £7.75 

erasl&roids £7.75 

Batman {Trie Movies H ... £7 75 

Dragon Niflja £7.75 

Blood wycho., H. £7.75 

Gilbert .£7.75 

Rick Dangerous ~ £7.75 

BotcnerHill £7.75 

T.ian (SPECIAL PRICE) £6 99 

Renegade 111 £7.75 

Xybots £7.75 

High Steel .£7 75 



25 
,25 
£11.25 
25 



i.25 
1 25 
I 25 
125 
1.25 
I 25 
I 25 
1.25 
i.25 
I 25 
I 25 
I 25 
1.25 
I 25 
I 25 
I 25 
1.25 
I 25 
I 25 
1.25 
145 
1.25 
I 25 
1.25 
I 25 
! 25 
1.25 
1.25 
1 .25 
1.25 
5 25 
1.25 
I 25 
I 25 



BUDGET 



CASS ONLY 



Spy Hunter .£2.75 

Battleships £1 80 

Quest Golden Eggcup £i 80 

SpHl Personalities .£1 .80 

Frank Bruno Boxing ... ,.£1 .30 

Super Trolley ... £1 BO 

Traruor...... < £2 75 

Tvrbo Espril . £1 80 

BMX Simulator H £275 

Ghoslbus»rfi rr ... t ..£1.80 

720 £2.75 

Formula Grand Prix £ 1.30 

A T V Sirftulaior £2 75 

Rugby Boss ..,£1.60 

M<g 29 £2.75 

MoloXSim...- £2 75 

System a £2 75 

Borrrbjack £1.60 

Twin Turbo Vfl £2.75 

Shockway Rider £2.75 

BMX Freestyte £2 75 

Roadrunner £2.75 

Kickstari II £1.80 

Rocky Horror Show £1.80 

Postman Pa\ r . .. .£i 60 

Jocky Wilson Darts C2.75 

Grand Pnx &m2 £2 75 

Green Berel £2.75 

Treasure Island Dizzy. .. £275 

Fast Food m E2 75 

Adv PinballSim £2.75 

Gauntlet II £275 

1944? £2.75 

Blackbeard £2 75 

Slreet Cr«J Boxing £2.75 



The Magnum Light G un 
Wilh Six Free Games Including "Operation Well" 
Please Stale 464 or 61 28 
Only £32.95 Irom us. 



Lowest Pnces 
Available on 
Printer Ribbons 



Special prices on 
A,M,S, Software 

Sioi>Presa .£a&,S5 

StepPre&s * Mouse. 

Mouse & Art 

MftjttMBls.. £4 9& 

Ms.* 

Enrva EkWa... E21.9& 



KDS Electronics 
Special Offers 

Romtoir.. CJ4 « 

51/2 Second Ortve _ $5 

BMPt. Port £16 75 

S4?riiaJ im-r Rorn.... ^.._...£44 96 

Printer TSwKfi*! 0S 

Scrwn Maslftr ,„. KaUw , C 14,55 

RBmdM fOlBC) a ,.C23.M 

Ro*ft(l06 moffl) , C??* 

KDS Modems are no 
longer available 



Mini Office H 
Still our No1 Seller 
Cass E1 1.25 Disc £14.75 



Amsoft- ; Maxell 3 1- Discs 

Qns ^.^imM M^,».a wM iiMi,M ■ £& J$Q 

Fnq „ £12,50 

Tan £24.95 

5 1/2 Discs TEN „„, a .„..£3<90 
31/2 Discs TEN.,. £9,50 



A Swift Reduction on 
Arnor Products 

Protexl 
Promerge 
Promarge+ 
Prospeil 
Prq^p^ll 
Maxam 

Maxam 1.5 
Utopia 



D«5C 


£lfl.4S 


Rom... 


£28.45 


Disc 




Rom......... 


£2345 




..,£17.45- 


Rom , 


£23 45 






Rom ,.. 


...£26.45 


Rom..,....,. 


£21.45 


Rom 


C2145 



Ail Prices Include Vat & P&P 
in U + K. 
In slock items sent by 
return of post. 



SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ANY FIVE 
£1,80 Budget games 
and pay only £8.00 



DMP2000£ 160*3000 
Ribbons 

£3 .25 eacn 
£5 &9 *or Two 
£13 SO for Five 



ACCESSORIES 

Rombo Rombox £34 95 

464 Keyboard Ek| Leads £6 99 

6128 Keyeoara £bfl Learfs .....£7 99 

Covai Set 464 or 6128 £7.50 

Cover Set DMP 2OO0-'2t60. £4.50 

3" DfWB Cleaner r „,£4 99 

Cassette Player & Leads £t9 99 

5128 Casselle Leads .....13 50 

Lockable 3" Oi^q Boms, £9 99 

AMS 30 L Di&c Box £12.50 

JOYSTICKS 

Superboard. £TS.50 

Cheftiah ScariighEer £13.95 

Ko^iijc Navigator £13.95 

Gunshoi T' CS.75 

Qtiickjoy II Turbo £10.50 

Cheetah 125+ £7.95 

Supercharge r , £ 1 2. 95 

Cheetah Oa-ienger £4.75 

Konijc AutgHre „..„ £11 95 

Konix Speedking £9.99 

Cruiser (Microswitch) £9 50 

Delta £9.50 

Wico ErgasTik £17.75 

Amsirad JV2 £13 &5 

Cheeiati Mach I...... ...£10^5 

Quickjoy II £8 50 

QuickjOy Tiirbfl £10.50 

BUS UTILITIES DISC 

Atfv Art Stutfio ,....,£19 99 

Joy$lck SoI'Mer £7 95 

Tas word 6126 .........£1-9.95 

Money Manager £24.95 

Masiercalc 128 £27 95 

Ouaiiias* ^£18,96 

Maslerfile3. £32 95 

Plan-It .,.£14,75 

ProlessionaJ Adv Writer £24.95 

Ad Sludio A Mouse £49 95 

Tasspad Ei3 $5 

HARDWARE ETC 

2t60 Prinief £159 95 

DDI Disc Dmvs „ £159 95 

MP2 Modulator T £29 95 

FDi Second Drive ....£99 95 

64K Memory Expansion .... £47 95 

Screen Filter. .£19 99 

Eprom Storage Box „..£1 99 

COOL Paper 5000 60g £18.50 

Can; Papa r 2000 AOg £20.50 

Mouse Mats £4 95 

Surge Plug.... t £12 50 

CI 5 Castries ~~— 45 

Faofold Labels (1000)..... ......C5.90 

Mouse House £3 95 

RS232 with Commstar £55,95 

Printer Cable £9.99 



NEW LIMES AT LOWEST PRIC ES 

Atari ST Super Pack „ i+ll ....£360.00 

Amiga A50O !no Mod. .. £370.00 

PCW6256 (Inc VAT) £589 00 

PCWe5t2 (Inc. VAT) £49900 

PCW95i2(lncVAT) £510.00 

PPC512 line VAT) £449.00 

PC 1 51 2 (Inc VAT j from .£449.00 

PC 1 540 ( In* VAT ) from £550 00 

PC2086 <lnc VAT) from £675 00 

Ulan GRP. 3 fax fine VAT) , £999.00 

DMP 4000 Printer. £375.00 

DMP 3250 Pnnter £220.95 

LO 3500 Primer £375 00 

Ep$or> LX800 Punier £299.00 

Commodore PC 1 from .. £349 00 

SO C Printer Muffler , - £55.00 



PCW Owners 
w rile or phone for 
new catalogue. 
PC2O0 Software available. 

Prices in this advert 
are for Arnstrad 464 6129 



K & M Computers (AA i 
140 T Sandy Lane Centre 
Skelmersdale, 
Lanes, WN8 8LH 

24 Hrs Phone 0695 29046 



All herns are sutler lo availability 



When ordering please slate make of computer. 
Please make cheques & P.O. payable to K & M Computers. 
Overseas inc Eire add £1 .00 per itam ol software 
We supply government & educational establishments. 



Shop Open 9-6 Mon-Set 



Access-Visa orders by phone or Mail 
N = New release 
Please Phone for availability 
and other new releases 



Prop K Fanhutsi 




ACTION TEST 



ROCK STAR ATE 
MY HAMSTER 




Codemastet* 
joystick keys 



Rock stars have un&avoury reputations: the 
Eagles urged us to "party till you puke,"' the 
Sex Pistols spal on their audience and one or 
two have had a penchant tor parking 
Rolls Royces in swimming pools 
But none has achieved the ulti- 
mate headline which banners 
across the Stun steazepaper in 
Codemastei s latest full pnC£ otter- 
ing Rockstai Ate My Hamster! 

You ve been left 50 grand by 
grannie and rather than investing it 
wisely (like on the 3. 30 at Kemptonf) you 
let Cecil Pitt use it to start a rock group 
This band, you hope, will make your fortune 
by becoming the greatest musical phe 
nomenon this side of Kylie and Jason 

Holding auditions, you view 49 of the most 
gifted people ever to hold a guitar - make that 
50, if you're foolish enough to behove Wacky 
Jacko has talent* ■ i: : .ells you then price and 
you have to weigh their current popularity 
against your ability to pay theii wages You 



■*j»j*JJy» * irnMfiarf in uiih^ 

LOHTT JMH flu HHLIfUlU wl Hfnfff 

gvnv . ftrf f to* quHtifan rwtmlm 

bJuJIuj ujuuJL KaJuUA uuj^i |b| aIb^ XI 

ITt (part Jbn lor j wM* tof jftfcr 

- - — .* *- ■ i » - . — ■ ■■■ — ■* - .J «■ 




can build a hand of up to four would be meg as 
tars (eg Ms Maradonna. String, Dorrisey and 
Witless Houston) or concentrate you: resources 
on a rock dinosaur like Bruce Stnngbean to bid 
for the top. 

As soon as the band and a name have been 
decided it's time to start on the campaign trail 
You've one year to get four 
silver records and rake in as 
much dosh as is immorally 
possible There are three 
ways of making money, spon- 
sorship, touring and record 
deals, the relative success of 
which lies in how much press 
coverage you attract. 

The first choice is whether 
you're good enough to pack in 
the fans on January 1st or 
whether you'll need a little 
practice Of course exposure 
brings offers of recording con- 
tracts - but too many nights 
playing stadiums crammed 
with six people soon leads to 



bankruptcy You've a choice 
of venue (pubs to mega- 
sized football grounds) and 
the admission price (£2 to 
E20}. Careful financial jug- 
gling can leave you serious- 
ly rich, but i! the tans stay 
away you'll need publicity to 
ciam em in 

Ask your trusty sidekick 
Clive to arrange a publicity 
Slum, and the very next day 
you see the headline in the 
Stun Trouble is, while all 
publicity is good publicity 
some can prove fatal 
Results range from 
"Rockstar ale my wife' 
(good), through Rockstar s 
life of train spotting 1 ' (bad) to J Rockstar killed 
in nuclear war (ugly) Of course landing the 
latter with a one man band can brings a 
promising career to a sudden end. So only dab- 
ble with the press when it's absolutely neces- 
sary or you have spare band members! 

Eventually you sign a lecordjng contract 




flip? 
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SPLAT 

cute hftQ cftfcwv t j rcc 

AA GO£S fVJLL TMC MftV 
C£flBAT ROCK 



ana 

it's off to a studio to 
work the album You name the 
tracks as tastelessly as possfc 
bte until you've a whole host 
of classic songs ready to whip 
the gieat British public into 
buying Irenzy Upon release 
you have the option to make a 
video and there are various 
expensive locations and 
directors to chose Jrom - so 
it's worth having a fair wadge 
of notes available, because if 
you let CUve shoot it in Cncklewood for Cb6 
it'll never chart. 

Once you start releasing the vinyl it's time 
to keep in the public eye with tours and head- 
line stunts. A bar graph shows how record 
sales are going, and once a week you get a 
nailbiimg chart countdown as you see it you 
have at last managed to make the break. 

A strategy game nased on the music biz 
may sound about as exciting as Bios in con- 
cert, but it's not that bad, and the humour 
(noticeably tamer in parts than it could and 
perhaps should hive been) gives the game 
impact Even when you've finally seen all the 
snide comments between Clive and Cecil read 
all the headlines and made up as nasty a name 
as possible for your group it remains challeng- 
ing. It's tough to get those lour records high in 
the charts, especially with the publicity feature 
killing oil your meal -ticket^} at random inter 
valsl 

The caricatures are well observed, with 
each star having a different appeal and person- 
ality - Rotten Johnny always storms out of my 
groups demanding crates of caviar! The sound 
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ARGUE! BARTER! 
LIE THROUGH 
YOUR TEETH ! ! ! 




Al.iri £ I It L rt i-11 ^llul* 



Arnica 




Atari ST 
^peelriim (tape) 
Spectrum tdi?c) 
AmstraJ CPC (tape) 
Am £ trad CPC<Ji#c) 
Com mod ore 64 (tape) 
Commodore 64 hti^i. I 



£24, W 

£24.w 

£9.99 
£14.<W 

£Q.qg 
£14.W 

£9.99 

£12.99 



A* tli(? people of the Blood wych awalre to a 
new dawn, thev find 4 stranger in their mi dst 
— from otte of m an y races he has tome. His 
tasU; to halt the demon lK<tt lit.** domicilii L 
within the Castle cif th*? Blood wych. 

l\iific^tinn cif the C rystals of S<iii£ui> will 
fiecurc tlit: Behemoth in his lair lor .ill 
eternity. Should they remain separate, then 
he shall rise to briii^ darkness into the 
world, 

Thi* unique role- playing fantasy £ame allows 
greater interaction with the environment 
than has ever been »een hefore. Argue, 
barter, negotiate — even lie through your 
teeth ! The fully implemented personal j tie? of 
all the characters in Blood wych allows a rich 
style of role- playing that has only been 
dreamt of. 

W ith one or two player simultaneous in ode. 
tkit it the ^ame tliat you've he en waiting for. 
Blood wveh for those that dare! 



c Hii^o MIRROR?* HT LTI> Win lf<m#* i iS ^...iU.irlc Siiwi- Umhm £1=1 Uf\V Til- OMUS 1454 




ACTION TEST 



is basic but changes with each artist and actu- 
ally improves during the year as the band 
members begin to gel 

Once you win it's odds on you'li be unlikely 
to rush into another game, unless being a self 
centred manager playing Russian roujeua with 
others lives is the bag you're into How quick 
]y can you drive someone to their grave for the 
sake of a buck? Answer very especially if u 
was your hamster the rocksiar aie in the first 
place 1 TW 

FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 

Two silver lecords 



The V&rdiCt 

GRAPHICS 79% 

■ [j mi ted number of different screens 
to sec 

50 excellent caricatures. 

SON ICS „. 81% 

The band actually does get better 
with practice? 

GRAB FACTOR 70% 

Playing spot the stars is fun 

■ Death is too easy for a one man band. 

STAYING POWER 72% 

■ Fiendishly difficult to get those silver 
records 

■ One level of difficulty only 



A A RATING 



76% 



At last, a management/ strategy game 
that gets away from sport. 

A witty and original look at the record 
industry 



ft 



"CODE MASTERS 1 
PAID ME MONEY!"' 
- SHOCK CLAIM 



4 




• A legend in his own lunch 1 1 me Itie 
man they're calling Colin Jones poaos 
with his plank 



Rockstar author COLIN 
JONES tells all to our man 
with the concealed 
microphone and the tears in 
his eyes, STEVE CAREY. 

The rock n roll Industry has been left REELING 
from the rrvelitiont of Hockztar Are My 
Hamsfer. m OUTRAGEOUS new fiarne thai 
ujico¥trs ihe REAL truth behind the glitter 
and glitz of the music bii. 

In an EXCLUSIVE interview with your caring, 
sharing, stark staring bonkers super soaraway 
Amstmrt Action. Rockstofs author (and secret 
r.ijsr Three sturwal Colin Jones has SPOKEN 
OUT for thf umpteenth*,* er. sorry that should 

n-itM lor the verv first lime Mr tells- ol his hti rci 
KKAKS ai>d DESIRES, his JOY and hi* CHIEF, 
hte BREAD and hte BITTER. Sow n ran br (old 

SELF-CONTROL AND SATISFACTION 

This game has been Ihe most satisfvmu projrtt 
Ive worked on. Jones says, because I deslciled 
Mid wrote it LOOVft myself, and had complete con- 
ml nrflemasOT* j>avf me free ranqr. and at no 
time did they step In and say. ttfc want this kind 
ol ftarne. 

After we'd agreed on the idea for ihe game I 
just wen I away for atwut six months and rame 
back wtih ihr finished game... I don l know why. 
but l hey Jusi misled rne for wine rrasonl 

Janes liaised with the music pro- 
^rammer. Paul Hi^hley, and rhe 
jir.iphK-s drii^t lh>r nil versMrH ( hn^ 
Graham, jji^n^ him virtually rem 
plelr NiV urn l he look and leet ot 
ihe ftame- This degree of eonira) la 
unusual at Code Masters and else 
where. "Wish Chris I came up wiih 
MUtu- >1nr\'|ii:.,,ird5 11 ■ :.:v- 'I I In 
screens and all ihe spoof names tif 
ihe w ksfars I wanted to put in lie's 
very jjpod at these cartoony canca 
lures. Hed send ihe graphics to W 
and l hen Id ring him up and wed 
r hat ahoul any alterations thai nughi 
fie nmWt\ 



LOOKING WV FEELING 

He Is very pleased with the Amsirad 
version of ftorfcsiar, calling ii Rniphi- 
ealry the best of ihe 8 bits ' For one 
thing, he says, you don't gvi those 
silly auribuie square problems." He 
likes what he rails the "cleanness ' of 
Ihe VIK' itniphirs and tllosl pi-ojile 
will be watrhinft it through the 



Amsirad monitor and listening lo >i through the 
Antslrad sound chip. So y<na hi.' i ^aridard 
niachknr tn work wish. When ymi wnjk wirh other 
cortipuiers you don'1 know whal TV ifcjjyR iiulnft 
to he playing H on. and the result ean look and 
sound romplrirly different 

Jones was surprised ai how easy it was U\ 
find the Jokes that make the itame Once you net 
a baslr Iramework groups, songlitles and the 
rock n mil indusiry - li s veiy eas\ in rnakr | ike% 
aboul IL fn relrospeil Ihe Idea seeim slunnin^y 
ubvmus, and perhaps on? of ihe greatest corn pi: • 
ments one ran pay Ihe name Is thai It is surpns 
mg ii hasn! beeti dllempied before. In fact, as 
Jones dksrovrred. ti ha> I n-as up In Manchester 
dome a pn>m<>Tional chm£ and I met Frank 
Sideliouoms manager, who revealed that 
Sidebortom had made hs^ iSebni in a rorkstar 
manai^meiit jjame hed written for Virgin/ Unlike 
RockslQF. however. Sidebolionis effori sank with 
out trare 

UN THIS HCI GAME 

Hie eiime has rrearr<l ns own eontrwem-. benifi. 
banned from major thamsions, principal^ 
berause of what's in ihr manual. Jones. hownTr, 
absolulrh - detues .juv *.usmesljyj] thai Ibis mi^hi 
hate l>reii a dehberaie aiienipl to attrari publlri 
ty, and btsisis thai ihe banning wav noi onK 
unexpected b<n unurkujiir Thv idarnr is non 
se\lst. non rarisl and non \vAvn\. even rhouj^i it 
dors use cartoons of page three gjrls. It s poking 
luu ai I hem. (This argument - It's only a hit of 
fun is exactly ihe one used by the pornoftraphir 
Sundry Spon Si ill. Rocksltu is ixmhere near as 
offensive as thai Youd have to he a nun or a 
pnide in bt- shocked bv ii J 

GET YOUR ROCKSTAR OFF. SAYS 
MAD HULIAK MRS W1 

hul 1 1 1 . 1 1 s mil In v*\ lUrkl .Ii ne* M.ih I" ■ n .irriul 
to avoid contra... eonlrov.. er oflentltnii people: 1 
nnnf some people lo \w nfiendnl by Worksior. Mrs 
^"hitehouse. for one II would make her day, 
wuuldn I i ' 1 ; h.r - \\:\.\: she does she gets 
offended 

And as Jonts kil lo return to his sn rrt hid?" 
away soniewhere In Wales, he 
had l Ins udttuui!, tur ihe stars, 
n^ny of whom m sakl lo be 
terrified ih.ii tfodcsmr may 
bring lo a 
sudden 
end 

their Vk 
ist liixur>': 
"Ijook oul 

you rm kslaiv voin (Ltvs 
;tre numbemr • 
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Computers 



Castle Software 
2 Wifliam Clowes Street, 

Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Tel: 0782 575043 



AW3TRAE CASSETTES 



Ricfc Dangerous 6 99 

Indy Jones & Last 

Crusade- 7.50 

New Zealand Slory 6 99 

Barbanan 2 7 25 

Vigilante. ^25 

BubWe Bobble 2 7 25 



SPECIAL 
REDUCTIONS 

Fl I Histories 2.99 

Pacland . .3.95 

Pac mama 3. 95 

Gadield 395 

Pmk Panther 2 99 

- 2 99 

Soccer 2 99 

Techno Cop 3.95 

ThunderbirdS 6.95 



WAR STRATEGY 

Austerlitz 3.99 

Vulcan ,. .,.„,. 3.99 

Waie-ioo.. . 3.95 
Battlefield Germany.. .5.95 



AMSTFUC CASSETTES 



Battle of Britain , 2,99 

Battle For Midway. ..2,99 

Guadal Canal 0.99 

Steni Service JfM 

Johnny fleb 2.... 1,98 

Pegasus Bridge 5.99 

Sorc&or Lord 3 95 

Fire Zone 4.95 

Tobruk 2.99 



CONFLICTS 2 

Battle of Britain 
Theatre Europe 

Tobruk 
ALL 3 GAMES 
ONLY UM 



OTHERS 

ACE. « 299 

Battle Tank., 1,99 

Spitfire 40. 2.99 

Para AssauU 2.99 

Joe Bade 2 . .2 99 



AMSTRALT CASSETTES 



SAS Combat 2.99 

Flight Path 737 1.99 

Army Moves 2.79 

Bards Tale 2 99 

Driller., ... 2,99 

Artura 2.99 

TwmTyrbo V8 . . 2 99 

Grand Prix Sim„ £99 

Rugby Sim „ ...2 .99 

Ninja Massacre 2.99 

Andy Capp TOO 

Bedlam 1.0O 

GFL Baseball 1.QO 

Colouf of Magik 1 00 

Capiam Ame T ica 1 00 

ttflHk"-" 1 00 

Da* Soepire... 1.00 

BtocWxisters 2.99 

Blood Brothers.- 2.99 

BuUseye 2 99 

Guedo .2,99 



AIISTflAD CASSETTES 



Monopoly ,2 99 

Scalexiric 2 99 

Krypton Factor 2 99 

Clever & Smart 0.50 

CyhJ 0,50 

Hijack.... 0,50 

Greyfelt. ...,0.50 

Flunky 0.50 

Op Wolf 5.95 

Crazy Cars II 6 99 

Crazy Cars 2.99 

California Games 2 99 

Championship 

Sprint. 2.99 

Convoy Raider l .59 

Total Eel ipse .2.99 

Terr ante* ,„„„ 1 QQ 

Through the 

Tfapdoor 1 00 

Slaine t.oo 

IK+ 1.00 



AHSTRAC CASSETTES 



GB Air Rally 100 

Actton Force 1.99 

BuObler 0.50 

Batman II 699 

TheBigSteeze 199 

ProGorf 1.99 

Wizball 2.99 

Venom Strikes Back .2.99 

West Bar* 1.99 

Runestone 0 50 

Yogi Bear . .1.00 

Rex 2.99 

Caves of Doom 0.50 

Chicken Chess ...... .030 

Stargiider 2,99 

Star Raiders 2 1.99 



Super Hang On, 1 99 



Supef Spnnt ,,.1.99 

The Fury. 1 99 

V«cen 1 99 



AU5TRA0 CASSETTES 



Footoali Manager II 4.99 

Quartet.... 1.99 

RoadRunner 1.99 

Rygar .....199 

GaunttetZ 1.99 

1942 .„ 2.99 

Karnov 1.99 

Kmghfmare 1 99 

Spy V Spy Trilogy .3 95 

Strip Poker 2+ ,3.95 

Jackal „ AM 

Fernandez Must Die.. 2.99 
Heroes ol the Lance .5.95 

Hercules 2.99 

Gunsmoke „ t.99 

Out Rtm .....5.50 



SKATE CRAZY 
NOW ONLY 
£2,99 



All orders under £5 please add 75p towards Postage & Packing. 
All orders over £5, Postage & Packing FREE 
No Overseas orders please. 
All in stock items despatched by return 
Please state Amstrad in all orders 



C ASSETTE COUPlUfiONS 



AMSTRAD COMPILATIONS 



CA5S£FT€ DONATIONS 



AMSTflAD COMPILATIONS 



BEST OF ELITE 

VOL 2 

Ghost & GocH'fi* 

Bomb.*> 2 
ONLY £4.99 



GRANTS 



720 

California G.i" » 
ONLY E5.95 



GO LD. SILVER 
BRONZE. 

Summer Gam** < 
Summer Giirm 2 

ONLY 
C7.95 



GR AND PRIX 
SELECTION 

^amp Spfini Supei Hflirg On 
Super Sfcoflt 

ALL 3 ONLY E4 99 



TAKE 4 

flocco. Thing On A Sp/mg 
Protecr Future. Sup^SJeuth 

ALL 4 NOW ONLY 

El. 99 



GO CRAZ Y 

0<rtOialD? Bertram S<k? Arms. 
J inks. Stacked BatiCa! 
ALL 6 GAMES 
C4.99 



KNIGHT OflC 

LO«£d Ore A King ol Map* 
Hordes ol Mountein King 

ALL FOR ONLY £3.95 



■1 SMASH HITS 

Zynap& 

Rana Ftama. 
: .• »: r pi • 

ONLY 

£4,90 



TEN QHEAT GAMES 
VOL 2 

Samurai Trilogy 
The Duel Ma&k 

Qorwoy Rack?*. 
Jwk Neper II 

6Af.ii M&jsy Del. 
Tha Final Marm 
TJurvj Bou-nces. Back 

ONLY 

£5.95 



GRAND PRIX 
SELECTION 

ChuvTspionstiip SpnrJ . 
$U|»f Sp**tL 
S.,yr-' h .!--( On 

ALL 3 FOR £4.99 



UNBELIEVABLE 
ULTIMATE 

Sabf& Wuir. 
Nigtus^atie 
SPECIAL PRICE 
ONLY CI. 99 



IHEYJ5QLP A MILLION 



Boach Head 
Sato-eWul* 

De&Uhlofi 

REDUCED TO ONLY 



MANY THANKS TO ALL THE 
PEOPLE WHO ORDERED 
FROM US LAST MONTH 



Ballyhoo. ,,.,„.,„, . , 6 00 

SanonFaB 6 00 

CtlTrTOt S 00 

Suspect + ™ _..6.0C 

HOJI^OOO MijtfH, ....6.00 

Sorcery 6.00 

WiCropros* Soccer . *2 99 

R Type u „ 8* 

flarnuage A. 95 

Kajmpv 4.96 

PrMaior . _^«^-._...4.95 

Cftoki 2.99 

Tenor of In Deep ^ ..2.99 

SaiCombal iJ» 

Oyramte Oan 2 299 

VrVkjerfeoy . ,, ^ 6 9? 

Waretioo 5 95 



flam Delta 
Speed King. 
Mega Blaslef 
Navigatof. 
Cheetati 125* 



. .9.95 
.9.95 
.5.95 
9 95 



795 
1495 




ACTION TEST 



INDIANA J 
AND THE J 
CRUSADE 


10NES 
LAST 


US Qold * C9.99 cum, 
joystlclt/k«y* 


C 14.99 dink 




m Thai s Th€ Cf»» ol Coton 
abov* indy - bul fto* *ui ft* 
•Ml 



The man with the hat is 
- well you know the 
rest Summer 1989 may 
go down in history as 
The Summer of Hype, 
with Batman way out in 
front and Bond and 
Jones fighting for sec- 
ond And no film hype is 
complete these days 
without a computer 
game tie- in. There's 
nothing wrong with chat -0 except perhaps 
that so much money is invested in the licence 
that little may be left, over to spend on devel 
oping a decent game. 

We are fortunate, then, that both Licence 
10 Kill and Indiana Janes and the La$l 
Crusade prove well up to the mark And 
although it is a great pity US Gold . 
have compromised on a cheap w 
Spectrum port to Amstrari. at 



I: fe>i: 





[A 1 



least they are continuing 
wholeheartedly to suppon 
our machine, realising that 
there's still gold for Gold in w 
these here CPCs 1 (I wonder ^ 
how they feel, incidentally, y 
about R\ck Dangerous, a game 
remarkably similar in look and *_ 

As with Licenced to Hill truly is 
devised as [om separate sequences taken 
from - or perhaps chat should be H inspired 
by" - scenes from the film. It's not necessary 
to have seen it, though if you liked ihn first 
Indy film and loathed the second you'll find 
Ma return to form 

Those who have shelled out will know 
that what makes 11 is the presence of retired 
Bond Sean Contrary, turning in a sardonic and 
yet affectionate performance as Indy s old 
man {though tn reality only 11 years separates 



him from Ford 1 ). It's unfortunate, then, that m 
che game there's no sign of Indy 
senior 

Stilt, what you get is not 
bad, not bad at all. The first of 
the four arcade type adven- 
tures finds Jones attempting 
to recover the Crocs of 
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% Tht Oftvitkift optntng man en tftt fourth »nd final mnuon 



• Abovt ih* 2«ppthn imistran Ihrfrtt 



Coronado In the film its the young Jones 
(played by the bizanety named River 
Phoenix), doing his priggish Boy Scout hit 
( That artifact belongs in a museum 1 1 Hate 
the brief scene m the caves is 
drawn out into an enormou. and 
very difficult, subterranean 
sequence Indy has to 
brave kmfe-thiowtng 
thugs, falling rocks, 
poisoned swamps, 
knife-throwing 
thugs, disintegrat- 
ing bridges, knife 
throwing thugs 
and knife throw- 
ing thugs Hp 
also needs his 
whip and ha? 
a stnetty rationed 
number of cracks with it - a fire 
brand (he left the torch in his other 
trousers) and a memory much better 
than mom of us possess in order to 
find his way around an amazing 




labyrinth. (The firebrand, by :he way, is just a 
fancy time -limit, because if you hang around 
too long it starts to get dark: keep moving, 
especially if you have a gieen screen 1 ) This 
geographical confusion isn't helped by the 
fact that the landmarks <irc competed of about 
ha If -a dozen items thai reappear every few 
screens They are much like the backgrounds 
you see cycling round in cartoons: a barrel, a 
rock, a pile of rocks: a bane], a rock, a pile of 
rocks . And the guys who seem to spend all 
their time shinning up and down the very 
ropes Indy was hoping to shin up and down 
bear an uncanny resemblance to the man 
himself What is this, some kind of cunning 
disguise? 

Despite a superb series of loading and 
title screens and that instantly recognisable 
John Williams theme, however, early signs 
are not good He's somewhat jumpy, is our 
Indy {as who wouldn't be, with all these 
knife-throwing thugs about*), and displays a 
distressing tendency to mistime his jumps 
and end up plunging 30 teet or more onto the 
rocks below Naturally this tends to sap the 
old strength somewhat (repre* 

■ ns'' ! : v ■.■ :.,! HUM I. hi' t 

stick of lock ot a barbers 
pole al the bottom left of the 
screen) Still, after a coupla 
dozen inglorious 
deaths he starts to 
get the hang of 
things. knowinc 
when to avoid the 
you guessed il - 
kin le -thrown ng 
thugs and suchlike. 

You'll soon 
get heartily sick of 
starting from thej 
beginning, but despau 
not once you've got up 
to the poisoned swamp 
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ACT 



ST 



you don't have to start again (until you've lost 
your last life, that is) Each level has about 
foul or five "restart" points, helping you to 
guess how la j you've progressed 

One of the things liiat s test afooui Indy is 
Indy the sprite He tuns' He jumps' He hongs 
onto his hat* He falls (quilt? frequently, unless 
you're careful) 1 And if you can t quite decide 
what to do, he turns towards you <m(i shrugs 
m that "Handsome" Ham son Ford way that 
turns Emma Bradley into a lovesick girlie 
(ycuch 1 ) AU m all Blue Tuitie (lor it is they) 
have done a remarkable job in capturing the 
crumpled cliaim of tad v. n man nut afraid of 
iookmg afraid and unlike old smoothiechop* 
Bond in that he some tunes loote 45 if the 
pleasure's getting to him 

As indeed it is Manage to recover the 
Cross of Coronado and your mission is only 
suiting Next it s time to try and find the 
Ciusader's Elude* Here you'll Imd a copy of 
the By tan tint? Crusader comes in handy you 
know, the piece of papei that came with the 
game r the one you tost. Ah Oops 1 Assuming 
you find it again vou II need to Look up the 
"Grail Diary page to check the code 
Otherwise you may Imd yourself wandering 
for eternity inside an archway that doesn't 
even contain the shield Even assuming you 
do choose the coriect archway, it s a fail bet 
you will be spending what seems like eternity 
looking for the blasted ihuig. I dare say two 01 
three smanarse gamesters will be writing in 
to Reaction saying they finished it befci^ ,il 
had even loaded, but for most of us mere moi 
tab Indy should only be attempted when 
there's a whole lot of lime between you and 
bedtime 

Mission three takes you to the Zeppelin |a 
scene I recall as being possibly the worst spe 
cial effect since Batman was a TV pro- 
gramme), which is notable chiefly for a sick- 
enmg wobble that's meant to suggest an air 
ship and succeeds only m suggesting a visit 



to the optician Once again a cunning time 
limit is imposed, in the (01 in of flimsy paper 
passes that disintegrate after a while Keep 
tivovmg 01 the alarm will be raised 1 The final 
mission, whrch as we go to press I have bare- 
ly begun to explore Imds Indy attempting to 
get to the Holy Grail iti order to save his old 
man, whose heart is gradually turning to 
stone (sounds like Trenton talking about me, 
but don't believe a word of it*} The first 
screen appears to have a bitfak dancing 



SECOND OPINION 

" Much as / tu s/ stter Harmon ford 
end mtKtl as t en^ed this fates t film, 
I found Indiana Jones and the L»1 
dutadt the computer gsme dull and 
uninspired, 

llhtnk US Gold deserve to (aft 
into e poisoned pH themselves for 
domg a Spectrum port To my mind, 
Indy never gets going.* 

Emma Broadley 

GREEN SCREEN 

Very dodgy indeed when the hgftt 
goes - keep moving test! 



(remember break dancing') and ice skating 
indie and is a real pig to get off until you 
leant the trick Clue press fire and push joy* 
stick up Enough said 

If the idea of a game that involves plat 
forms, problem solving punching and whip 
piug knife thiowmg thugs (mustn't foigei the 
knife throwi ng thugs) and climbing ropes 
appeals to you, tndy is |ust your Grail of tea 
Don't be discouraged too soon there's lots to 
do. and progress at fust is slow But take my 
word for it once you get the hang of things 
you 11 find plenty here to keep you in fast 
heajtbeats tor heaven knows how lung SC 



% From mission fwo. 
The Ascent of Castle 
frunwalti A| ihe 
boltom on the left 
[looking liked SliCk 
ol roch), is Jndy s 
" heailhomelet " and 
score (he's 100% NL 
bul tiasnl scored 
yei - ooeO 

Neil 10 mat «j« 
his remaming lives 
ihe icecream is 
Iris larch, and the 
nng mingy is bis 
wfiip, phis Ifl-e num- 
ber or cracks ML 

Arvd lo the right ol 
1ha* are the lour 
objects he's atler: 
1he Cross. I he 
Shield, the Diary an 2 
ihe Grail risen 

Such a lot or mio 
tot poor Indy lo 
tarry in thai pretly 
liltl* head ol hi* 1 
(WeN Emms B 
laocies hunt) 





O Fw million two itie overfeed pet tla become 
CHcadHfm bttti of Itfi NQH on the botum p^clkirt 
how Incty I00I11 to you tor Mp- tilt ywknew 
wtwi to do 1 



FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 



Spot the Cross of Coronado' 



■ 



The Verdict 



GRAPHICS 82% 

Indy moves well and looks good 

■ Spectrum (boo!) conversion 

SONICS 74% 

Music is well done. 

■ But the effects are not so special. 

GRAB FACT Oft 61% 

Difficult to get going. 

■ More restart locations would be 
appreciated. 

STAYING POWER 87% 

Four massive levels keep you busy 

■ Time limits pile on the pressure 



A A RATING 



03% 




AMS TRAD ACTION S3 



US Gold • £3.99 cass, £14.93 disk 
joystick/keys 



Stricter hates US Gold. They always try to 
weave a story into their arcade conversions, 
but this time they've gone too fax. He s been 
landed with the daftest excuse for a plot since 
last night's Neighbours. How will he ever face 
his arcade nutter counterparts again? Oh, the 
shame of it! 

The plot on this outing has this sword- 
wielding nutter sent to attack the Red Array 
and save the western world (glasnost? 
Wossat then?). All starts well enough as he 
fights his way around Moscow and then zips 
up to Siberia to mix rnuider and a spot of ski- 
ing. But then he goes to the jun- 
gles of deepest Russia (?) and 
eventually battles the Master 
Soviet mutant (!? f J to save the 
free world This is getting silly 

So when you play Stnd&t 
just gel into the game. because 
it s good violent fun and no rea- 
sons are really needed. The 
screen ain't big enough for both 
of you so somethings got to 
give, and it ain't going to be the 
Stnder. You fly into Moscow on 
a hightech hangkder and drop 
down on to the red rooftops 
with a smile on your face. After 
all, Strider is a professional and 
he enjoys dusting people. 

The first few waves are little 
more than limbering up exercis- 
es; a guard all kitted up in body armour and a 
jt-a. Wjir.pv gun gets ;j quick appendicectomy 
and a hovering weapons earner can be per- 
suaded to drop a protector droid for you, 
Want more 7 No problem, there's a whole 
army of these guys (literally} out there all 



spoiling for a fight. More wasting awaits you 
as your progress along the rooftops js hin- 
dered by sword fodder 

Ail's well uniil you meet an obstacle that 
even your trusty katana can't destroy, a huge 
chasm So you wind him up to jump across 
and H yo mama 1 " Has this boy got style, or 
what] None of this half-hearted Fosby nop 
nonsense, Stnder flips a huge somersault 15 
feet up and and 20 forward, to land deftly on 
the other roof. He don't even think about the 



possibility of defeat, he's too busy looking 
good. 

The battles continue, not particularly 
trickily, until you start encountering the 
level nasties, A big guy flys at you 
and musi be sent into a cowenng ^J^** ^ 
crouch before escape is possi* 
ble. A laser turret forces you 
to up the strike rate and 
make like Michael Jackson 
between laser beams in an 
attempt to dent more than its 
pride. The worst of all is ihe 
ringworm (a sabre Hashing 
worm created out of rings*) who v 
bounces all over the place trying to V 
to cause you gnef 

Roasting opponents is generally a matter 
of having seen each part before and knowing 





where to stand and strike those darned 
Ru skies Its not the concept that makes 
Strider memorable ■ it's little more than a 
"growed up platform game" - but the techru 
cal execution and fiendish blend of problems 
and foes. Is it best to jump and run, duck and 
cover or stand or fight 7 Only time and plenti- 
ful practice will tell if you've got what it takes 
to lock with these guys. 

The only failing in this arcade cut- en \ up 
is the feeling that with the bigger foes you 
don't really know whether you're causing 
them pain or wasting effort until they dissa 
peaj in a puff of smoke (always bad for your 
health). This seems to be a feature of 
Capcorns' work, as anyone whose tried to top 
Bios in Forgotten Worlds will know This is 
purely a personal gripe and the game will no 
doubt build a even suongei following among 
fans of Capcom's new programming super- 
stars. 

Graphically tho leaps and bounds almost 



•re* 



have you making those strange martial aits 
noises that Ninjas are so found of in the 
movies Not as intensive as Forgotten 
Worlds it requires more brain work as 
well as deft waggling and wig- 
4i A gkng to help the last hope for 
%& fieedom strike a few blows for 
^ liberty and the way of 

■ rhewarrtoi 
I The trips through the var> 

j| w ou$ Russian backdrops 
f including a rainforest - 
^ news to me 1 1 leads to four 
^ levels of senseiess violence. 
■*itS> which is really its strong point. 
\ > v Strider is put together with real 
thought and skill, suggesting strongly 
that the Capcom boys are working up to a 
real classic to make them legends in the com- 
puter aggro world Stricter s great but fails 
short of that classic grade - although a firm 
grounding in their style of gameplay will be 
required when their day of glory comes. Pass 
the blade Stevie, I've goi a ringworm problem 
and I think I know how to cure iM TW 



FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 



20,000 points 



mi i 



The V&rdict 

GRAPHICS 83% 

Athletic sprues. 

Purple and orange - lovely mix! 

SON ICS 72% 

Brilliant music, OK effects. 

CRAB FACTOR 84% 

Simple controls launch you into an ever 
more complex game. 

STAYING POWER 81% 

A sprinkling of nasties per level help to 
maintain the pressure. 

Only four levels. 



t at£rk ^ sM&MilSA 



A A RATING 



Great arcade slashing fun. 



80% 



64 JX MS TB4 D ACTION 



NOW TO AMSTRAD 



ACTION 



YOUR MAGAZINE 
DEDICATED TO YOUR 
MACHINE 



Only £17.95 for 12 action-packed issues (and 
we even pay the postage for you!) 

Ring 0456 74011 NOW, quoting the order code 
AA396 and having your credit card handy or use 
the order form on Page 98. Why not order some 
of the latest and cheapest products from The 
Amstrad Action Special Offers at the same 
time! 

Remember our unique guarantee: we will refund 
the cost of all unmailed issues, if you are not 
completely satisfied with our subscription 

service. 

* Hotline Number 0458 74011 

* Order Form on Page 98 

* Be sure you get your copy before the 
newsagent sells out 

* Get our regular quarterly "UPDATE" of extra- 
special savings on products that we didn't 
quite manage to squeeze in the magazine! 



MUJH0 MAQABNf 



HtlM 4n.4lfTi Mtoi if i "i-ti ■> rm t, i 44 




ONLY 



£17.95 



FOR 12 ACTION-PACKED ISSUES 



ACTION TEST 



THE RUNNING 
MAN 



Grands lam • cass, C14.99 disk 

joystick/keys 

En 2019 the nightmare ot corpo 
rate empires has become aU too 
Hue One man dares to say no 
io the totalitarian system* a 
police officer named Ben 
Richards alias At me 

Schwarzenegger - and In is 
about to pay the pi ice Richaids 
is to become a Running Man. 

The Price i$ Bight g<me 
crazy, The Rumung Man sends 
convicted prisoners into a maze 
to fig hi for then lives jurist a 
ciack yquad o3 llashy assassins Watched by 
millions, this is the most suecesslul show evet 
to hit the crystal bucket and viewing hgure* 
are going to be tagh lomghi because the 
■'Butchet ol Bakersfiekl" is abom to inn. 

Little do the poor defenceless TV promot- 
er know that they've made two big mistakes. 
Firstly, Richards, the aforementioned 
'Butcher, H is actually innocent (well suipnse. 
surprise) and is rather keen to get even with 
the people who framed him And secondly 
they've transgressed the unwritten law of 
movies - never play a villain opposite Arme if 
you want to walk again 1 

So down the chute- you shoot with Uncle 
Ben into the arena The show takes place in 
lour different locations, each with a diffeieni 
assassin, or stalker, taking on the man inoufr 
tain. First comes Subzero m ice hockey play- 
er who uses his stick and pucks 10 great 
affect, tupping and beating runners into sub- 
mission (oi mme often the after life). Stalker 
number two is Buzzsaw. who specialises in a 
chainsa w - not very sporting but it gives htm 
an edge (oudi} Next \V$ Dynamo who uses a 
special electrified suit to zap people, so 
punching him isn t really a smart move Last 
but not least comes Fireball, who uses fire- 
balls (these Schwarzenegger movies are so 
full of surprises) to cut opponents down 
befOf h irie wades ju with his lists. 

If Ben survives all these little tests it's 
time to go back live to the studio for a word 
from our sponsors and some physical vio- 
lence for Kilhan, the show's sadistic host. An 




ideal formula for both a film and a computer 
game, one would think but then again have 
you seen the movie? OK, so it s not chat bad 
but it's moie than ropey in places The game, 
on the other hand, is just ropey all the way 
through with the possible exception of the 
loading scieen* 

Your attention is first grabbed by the 
attempt at parallax scrolling Good idea 
shame it doesn't work The effect that this 




I Un* up rhe symbol j to get esrti* twgy 




# Subzero llrtt pucka to trip Richards 



has on the game is remarkable touch any 
part ot the scenery and the whole screen 
wobbles like u Ciossioads set I know the 
game is set in Los Angles, hut this many 
earthquakes? The sprites Uhj in selves have to 
be seen to be believed mdelmite, sketchy 
outlines and a very UfluiGd number of animat 
ed poses The unintentional highlight of the 
game being the Ben Richards waddle Due to 
the way he's been animated every third step 
his real end becomes so pronounced you'd 
swear it was Amieka Rice and not Ainie out 
theie 

The combat is limned to say the most. You 



control youi player with the options lump, 
kick and punch Occasionally you can pick up 
a weapon but even here Arme prods at the 
stalkers as if hes trying to tickle them to 
death, not beat them up good and proper. 

The only saving graces are the sub 
games, where you ie trying to find the combi 
nation to a satellite beaming station by jig 
gling a set ol symbols In me story it allows 
you to broadcast to she nation and declare 
your innocence: in the game il s lor points 
and lull health Altei a few games this 
becomes irrelevant as the stalkers are easily 
defeated wimps, with the only energy loss 



SECOND OPINION 

"Oh dMf. oft riMi-* oh d&mr You'd 
hpnestiy have more fun ptaytnQ 
noughts mod orna— . Ghwpar, 

tea" SC 

omro screen 

Just mm MWtul m Qtmn 



coming from (ailing into ot oil the scenery 

Overall The Running Man js a poor excuse 
for computer entertainment Its not fun to 
play, the technical execution & atrocious and 
it gives every indication of being put together 
piecemeal fashion ft doesn't do the film |us 
lice (and that's saying something) and yet 
likefied Heat it will sell simply on the strength 
ol the Schwarzeneggei image Arme is a per- 
fect subject foi computex games let's see 
someone use that potential and create a game 
(based on the Terruuiatoi for instance) that 
you wouldn't (eel nervous about showing to 
the man himself TW 



FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
Not reformatting the disk! 



The Verdict 

GRAPHICS 28% 
SON IC S 69% 



'GRAB FACTOR 35% 



STAYING POWBR 1 0% 

• Fmitti it oft tUty tih.i tmom it 



MA HATING 


29% 







6 AMSTRAD ACTiOM 



50 GOOD REASONS 
TO SHOP AT 

CRAZY JOE'S 



"S ft o g y a r e 



L Will *3 Iff E»**t 



RS\ • LIB (1.0) 

Tht RSX Library Utility 



1IOVT VOI J I S I ll lTi: RSVS? 

• I iir-.dr :m [|iHir\ , 1 h\u .l \v.\^.z> fjJ nme i r - pi.H r n r " 
0 All thai messing ground with machine code? 

With RSX LIB, YOU'LL LOVE THEM! 

• Select the ones yon iimt I mm RSX-LEB s 3tbrar> 1 

• Rutt Okm n from anywhere in mari^n 1 (s^lf-retoctttli^O 

• 52 RSXs supplied fircf 

• Add more yourtpelf (aiHOpTiattralh'l using assembted rode, 

binary lypr in*.. kSX type Ins, etc 

• Simple to uw utility. wJlh eomprehenslve land Iriendlyl manual 



Suitable for all CPC machines, 
but supplied on DISC ONLY 



Cheques (£ sterling}* 
Eurocheque*, or t/H P.O*Jar 

.05 tfteUQf World} 



ran 



BIT - 7 Computer 
Software 

2 2 1 Rockingham Road, Ketterlnf£ h 
Northantfi + MN 1 S 9JB 



The Tiny Desk Top Publisher . 

Complete DTP package. Includes 6 extra fonts, cut & 
paste and graphics 
REVIEW (N AA41 6123 disc on/y 

Only C8.00 
The? L on r n i n_£ P ac k 
A set of educational bui < Ti;oyar>i* programs for young children 
1) Tear to pix turns words into colour pictures 
2} What tune ? : teaches hands to hours-minutes. 
3) Simple sums ; numbers are printed as they would be wntten. 

Plus more. 

For any CPC £S,O0 tape disc 
COMING SOON ! ! I Page Setter 64 
Th* first 64K DTP ' 
First on -disc lator on 4 tripos. 
Fully featured \ Just £10.00 



1 0 Compuiar H<[£ 5 £4 99 

1 0 Great Gam$$ 3 £6.99 

30 Pooi £6.99 

4 Soccer Simulators E4.99 

Answer Back Junior Quiz «... £4.99 

Bard's Tale £2.99 

Bombjac*2 £1.99 

Da ey Thompson Oecainlon £2.99 

Fernandez Musi Die £3.99 

Fernantfe? Musi Ow (Disc) £4 99 

Forgotten WorWs „„, £6 99 

Game Over , £2 99 

GaunUel2 ...£2 99 

Geotf Capes Sifongman..,. £0.99 

GolWk El 99 

Grand Prix Satectton £4,99 

Hamer Atiac* £0.99 

Nislory in tne Making £12.99 

Hunt lor Red October £6.99 

Inc Shfrnkmg Sphere <Di*c) £4.99 

Jack the Nipper £2-99 

Las! Ninja 2 .£7 99 

Monopoly £4 99 

Padand ...£5 99 

Pacmj nia , ,£4 99 



Prodigy .... .Ci.99 

fl Type (DiSC) C7.99 

Roland m Tirrve fd64) £0,99 

Roy olihe Rovers ....E2.99 

Runeslone E*.9& 

Scruples £4.99 

Sicweek £6.99 

Spy Hgnler • .............. 



Star War* . £3.99 

Starglnter (ftsc) ££ 99 

Supreme Challenge EG 99 

Telris {0i$cK„ £4 99 

ThuncJerturds £6 99 

Tiger Road.,, ^ ..£4.99 

Time Scanner . £6 99 

Tno Nil Pak (3 Games) ,.£2.99 

Tciv Pursuits Baby Boomer 
Trw Pursuits Young Players, 

Twin Turbo VS , 

Vtetory H&ad 

World Series Baseball £0.99 

Cheetah Mach One Joystick .. £9 99 

Konix Navigator .. £12 50 

Kon« Speedking £9 50 

Maxell C F2 3* Discs ( 1 0) . £22 50 



£3.99 
£3.99 
£0.99 
ZA 39 



Crazy Joe's, Dept. AA, 14S Effingham St., 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire SGs iBL 

Visa and Access Orders Taken on (0709) 629286 
Please make Cheque/PO. Payable to "Crazy Joe's" 

P£P FREE in U.K. on orders of £5 or over, Under £5 please add 50p. 
Europe {inc. Eire) add £1 per item. Rest of World add £1 .50 per item. 



1 

5 



II 



DISC DRIVE £89.95 



0OOK STORAGE CAPACITY 

This quality drive is just 1" high and, when used w in Hodos (ROM), 
Romdos (ROM) or Ramdos (DISC), can siore 800K of liles wiihoui 
Nipping the disc. It is supplied cased. Power supply and cables are 
ir.ciuded Please slate 464/664/61 2B. 

Whm supplied with Rodos, price Is ........... H £119.90 

When supplied with Romdos. price is «... £124.90 

When supplied with Ramdos. price is £114.90 



^^^^^ 



The amazing 
ROMBOARD XTRA 
including 
6128 UPGRADE SOCKET 



FEATURES 

plus 



plus 
plus 
plus 



6 Siandard ROM Sockeis 
Put a 612S ROM in the 7th sockei and you have a 
working 6128 operating system. Upgrading is 
as simple as that 1 
464/6128 selector 
Cold Start RESET BUTTON 
Through connector for further expansions 
ALL THIS FOR JUST E20 



6128 ROM C 19 50 



64K RAM PACK E49.95 




THIRD DRIVE SWITCHING CABLE 

Connect to any comCnnaiion of 5 25*. 3.5" or 3" disc drives 
ONLY £8.50 

(Please siale makes of drives il known) 



We buy and Sfffl quality used computers and peripherals 
Glv* us a ring sntf we might it. 



A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR 
WAREHOUSE 



Hardware fl Peripheral s (Offers while sloc*^ 

Amitfftd CPCt>1 2fl Green wifh Ju v &1«cK ^ &Ql?*diLi 
Amsirad CPC61 2S Colour wwitfi Joystick & SOrlwdri .. 
MP 2 Modulator -Pnw«r Supply CPC464.W-615& 
DOM >s1 3" Drive Inc. Inlertnce * Cable CPC4G4 
FD-t Zrvi T Drive - CPC/* 3 <fliaft'*3 Alio B*q. DL-2>.... 

Dl 2 Cable ■ FD-1 loCPC6i28/*3 

PL 1 Lead Pnnler Cfinlronics P.ir.illiH CPC^l-^A. 

LC1 0 Parallel F&T Ml Q Prmtvr iRuqs PLl Lead) 
Com puler Lahels fl^mm X 36mm 1 flC'DM 
CroHlev 1 r i 9 5' lislinfl Papor 60G 
?4B?HN Ribbon Re irHung H^on DMPJ 000. 3000 WriH 
Fibre Ribt»m Re rtuflg Fluid (A«fo«oi| 
Amfilrad JY? JoyttiCH CPC 

AMX Mouse inc Interlace & A MX An $ W CPC464 &&4 fei 
AMX Mouse inc Iniertace A Slop Pie^i S W CPCG1?B 
RAM £ tectfOfvcs Mu**c Macrw>e i Tape Vtn i CPC 
RAM EkKliOflici Mui*c Wacfune |DiSC V«4 ) CPC- 
TfOjan Lig^r & GrapN« SoTtware CPC*B4 Coioui 
Trojan l iflhi Poa & Grapri*c» Sorrwsr* Colour 



lft£D 



RRP WAVE 



10M 
Bok 2000 
PM2 



290 li 

159 95 
99 95 
695 
•4 95 
297 85 

9 20 

24 93 
.. 1190. 
6 95 
M» 
«9 99 
79 99 
49 95 
bA 95 
1995 
?3 9h 



tt* 99 

339 96 
73 96 0 
126 36 B 
So 14 C 
. 556E 
....7*8F 
1M Dl A 

6 44 r> 

3 52F 
*91E 
9 7?£ 
46 79 0 
W56C 
42 46 C 

HD6E 
17 36 E 



DO YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY, THEN SEND FOR OUR TRADE 

PRICE LIST 



(State lor which producls and enclose 3 * i9p stamps) 
Blank Discs & Software 

Canm*! Money Manager CPC PC W J9 95 19.47 E 

Supercak? 1 NEW VERSION * CPC'PC.W 69 95 4ft 96 C 

T A5 word6t2B[WOfdPrw«Mr) CPC6I38 . . »94 £0 9fiD 

Am^ra<i Amsca^ Librdiy Case Hoktft 10 x 3" , ,.;,„, 7 95 39SE 

Amsoll y ftics DS ALL X Dtrve* m Bfli 10 2D 90 70 93 £ 

Maxell T Owe* DS ALL T Diw« ..^ \kt* 10 20 90 I0 99E 

VortMlim 3 5' OS OD 1 35lj> 8u4k PW 2S « 50 20 63 D 

Verla 1 ii.m5J5*OSCrO4O^0TBylhE>tcS PW29 27^7 7 3SD 

AMS30L StOfaoe eon hoKJs 1 5 Cased-30 U ncflsefl 3 fc * N£ W ' 14 95 9 72 D 

CAPTAlV CAVEMAN BBS NOW ON LINE 4PM toVAM 0229-473609 
> _<_<-«<_ _ _ -_ _ -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ _ _ _ _ _ _ ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^ . 

€ng. Mdrfifflfw posi & mt. ; (Af £S. 75 t8) t4 50 tCf £3 45 fD.) £2. 30 {S} r j i$ if) 56p 

i^JVC" J" Day CW.3S AteJff QAy £13 30. COD* £2 30. Ma* UK post chQ £6 90p*f ?0kQ £500 

Ail Pficvi Incfutiw VAT. AH Suty&fl to Gut Trddtt 7emi.5 of Trad\ng 

W.A.V.E, (Trade Dept. A A 1089) 
Walney Audio Visual £ Electrical Distribution 
1 Buccleuch Streel, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria. LA 14 1SR 
Tel; 0229-670000 (6 lines) HoufS: Won - Fri 10.00-5.00 



MICROSTYLE 

DEPT AA, 212 Dudley Hill Road, Bradford BD2 3DF 
Tel: 0274 636652 



S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR 

Other branches at 309 Goldha wk Road, London Wt 2 8EZ 
P^-^. 18 Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. * 675 Holloway Rd, Archway, London N19^-^ \ 
£w£>4Jn't 33-34 Rumlord, Market Street, Romford , Essex (Open 7 days a week IQam^pmi^^litf 5 



CASSETTE 5D 
ONLY 12.^ 

AtltrwADn NnunNi ind Cratwr TV* Kng* 
Cits Ay C*m flighf C>««Dp Cnrt»r 

Mui Cfleny 9 54KhQ*pvT>an Soft fn^iat 
THh Cirt Brig, TMChmg t$M\ r 3MD Sili^g 

ui». ir»t*rto er««f» Friu^F una Swe* 

famfc Otr * flu m^t'^y^ng £p*t* 
M*t on A*a MetoflMiy Cm-pjmt *&t*twu 



GAME SET AMD WATCH 
ONLY £6,99 fDlSC El 3.95) 

Featuring Bashfflbar, Soccer. Vaulr. 
Swimming, Shooting, 
ArOi&ry, Trrple Jump, WeighElilCing, 
Ping ^gng. Pislol Snooting, Cycfrng. 
Springboard Diving. Giant Slalom, 
Row:-ig. Penalises. Ski Ju.no Tug 01 
WSr, Te-nms. Baseball, Boxing 
Sojssn Snooker Pooi 



LEADER BOARD PAR 4 
ONLY £10.99 
DISC £14.50 

LearJe-rrjoarrj. 

Leader rjo gj-rj Tournament, 

World Cl»S L**d*ffxiiJ^ 



6 PACK VOL 3 
ONLY £7 25 DISC £10.50. 

P«p*rbOy 
End-jro Paca* 
Dragons Lair 
Liv-.ng Daylights 



GE3TOF EUTE VOL l 
ONLY E4.W 

Bomb Jatf 

F Bruno's Boeing 

Cofflmanoo 

AfcWOi 



ARCADE MUSCLE 
ONLY £9.99 DISC £14.50 

Sireel Firsts 
19*3 

S*de Arms 
R&ad Blasters 
B-omc CGm^tando 



SUPREME CHALLENGE 
ONLY £6.99 OISC £10.99 

Etrte. Stargl*der 
TeIps, Ace II 
Senunei 



PRICE PROMISE 

II you wtah to purchase any product from our lisi and find thai you can buy the same 
product cheapet from anofher mall order company, simply enclose the lower amount, 
stating lt» name of Ihe other company anri where you saw the advert. (II must be the 
currenl issue). Price Promise does noi apply to other companr&s "Special Otitis' 



Qnry EG-SODiK CUSS 
Mhm Jackal, MemtinJailbriaK. 
PirgP&ig Y« A< Kung Fu 2, 
KpBBfsports. Shiu Lms Road 
Gr«&<1 Qe'el. YijAr Kl/vfl Fu 



MAGNIFICENT T 

QNLVH.90OI5C £13.14 

Arfcjnod. SHOd Circuit A 
flira.i i Frgm* Gcwl 10 
Holywwd, frtfl £$cap4 4 
Yl| Ar Ku^g Fg 



SPECIAL ACTION 
OULVtt.W>DGCUJ.M 
CapiBin Bbcd * 

Dnllirt B.D.I. + 

Daiiyi Eyripc Chjiwfl* * 

>-i5i i!:.:-'. 



Dlfl.YE7.tt DISC 511 D.9fl 

Pddib^ii Manner + pmt 

B*a r d £. ifl-y » World 
Char^pidrtft * Hardball 
Waraihon t Soccar $gpfarr« 



AMSTRAD 



3D Pioi 

Sl^nar. Th, MOT* 



BtfMViYa' ftW 

tomb* *« 

Ch*ititj&-3U'4 9.99 

GybefTxnd n .9.95 

□□Tina'tor & iVa 

Doubte Dfapon &gg 

Driigpn Ninjfl. „ .. „ 

Ehrtlirtaiflr 3 99 

E(Tiyn Hughes- Inl Soccer 9 S5 

F'fi Cgm&sii Pilpt \a 

FMtbal Cireeifr 1 a.95 

FwtdaH t>r«r1rx M iChsc on^| '-g gg 

\*. i- ir.:r ;l . 9 96 

.fd^pp«en W&ldS 9.90 

G?imTO |Ths-| 9 $9 

Gern*ii Wing g.99 

Gursnip i.. - i. 1^9* 

Indiaia Jor«n & The LjsI C u^ndr . 9 99 

Karviy EJatgiiah soccaf Manager 9 g5 

Last Du*. ,„. 

Ljnertie Ta Kil 9 99 

Marauder 9 g5 

SflCfir „ „ I49& 

M- Htfi 9.99 



HRP OUR DISC ■ SPECIAL OFFERS 



& 63 

9« 

**9 
Ml 



Na'ny Moves 

N**th»r#Qrtd 

OwatrW 

3pen:*rk IWorf 
Ot/rion f ungp* 

fl Tp-p* 
fl#r*o*d* in 

Dir^irDu* 

HAh . 
n oboaap 

flu n The Qiumitt 

flummg Mar. 

Shncw 



Led 

I W^tfCAl 

IMAM 



Times & Lor© 

Trtyi 

Total fespst 
Ty^ef T^f 

Volant? 

Wa/i*ti*ddia tarrh 

WwiLflMiirs 
Kyttrte, 



....g.g& 

9« 

9*t 
9« 

g» 

9 95 
9 99 

a» 

999 
995 
999 

.9 99 

999 
995 
999 
999 
999 
*?99 
993 
.9 99 
995 
9 99 
995 
B99 
999 
&&9 
9 99 
9 99 
995 
9 99 



699 

1099 

KM 

6 99 
fM 

7.99 
6.99 
■ M 
6.99 
6M 
6.99 
6.M 

idea 

6.50 

■ ^9 
7.99 
•• :>l 
6.99 
■!■■ &g 
7.99 
6.99 

7 99 
699 
S.99 

1099 
699 
7 99 

4» 

ISO 
799 
§99 
799 

e» 

'599 
940 
(99 
€99 
ftU 
6 5D 
6 99 

fi» 
699 
799 
S99 
?99 
499 
799 
S4* 
759 
7.99 
59$ 

699 
S5fi 
65* 
799 
699 
699 
&5.D 
699 



^950 
k 3 « 

to 

60 

to so 

10.50 

11 99 
n.99 
■3 50 
n.99 
! fl 50 
! 0i0 

12 50 
a 99 

<3 99 

1399 
idSO 
11 99 
11 99 
«0 y. 

■ ■: Ui: 
11 99 

10.50 
11. 99 
10.50 

13 9* 
10.5G 
H.99 
10.W 
■*» 
■040 
1050 
IQ*1 
n99 
10 SO 
1! 99 
10 50 
1399 
1D40 
1050 
10 50 

10 50 
1050 
10S0 
10.M 

11 99 
11 99 

lejd 

I I 99 
HA 

H99 

1054 
"99 
'1 99 
1050 
10 50 
ID 50 
10 50 
1050 
n 99 
10 50 

1050 
10.50 



Ai'h^r<iid , ,,, ,,, ,,, , 

Arti*fl0^1l 

Ef*fK# 5d*H B*£* 

Fv Soccer Senior 

GeyAV , 

Vi J i ^f-p Vara W 4 3 »nrrv L 



j L ' ' t ' -. . z " t : 

SlorW^S 




RRP QUR 



,-r, 

J99 

?99 
' 99 

099 
499 

2» 
J99 
Z' *C 
150 

1 fg 

2 99 

: 59 
> 3* 

4 99 
*»9 
■199 

5 99 
599 

3 99 
?99 
?99 
l 99 
399 
399 
l 99 
G5D 
Z99 
- 50 
u99 
1 99 
l 99 
399 



» =>* 
U« 
999 

999 
999 
495 
999 

9M 

1299 
639 
699 
995 

1?99 
9 59 

l+SS 
.9.95 
995 
999 
995 

2+39 
6 99 
995 

a b 

995 
9.95 

1?99 
995 

. 9 99 
993 

-a 35 
599 
t99 
995 
S 99 



SPECIAL OFFER DISCS 



"#r»artlfl-7 Mh-ll D-D 
H 

*lelu"i Ol lh* JM 
Spy Vi Spy 

THrtt 



H Ft F* OUR 



' i 95 
i«99 
1499 
iA95 

TA99 

urn 

1*9* 
i9« 



* 9J 

""'95 
*W 
699 
799 
999 
799 
4 99 
599 



E BUDGET GAMES 




?99 




?99 




799 


CmvCjr* 


299 




*W 


GairvlW 






?« 






MM 


2J9 




?99 




*49 


Bft«l«iiWf , „. , - _ 


- .299 




?99 




299 


. - qi--=- r M-p ;n 


299 




299 


1 JOYSTICKS 




299 



995 



1S9S 



Afjy eJ"«£ NOT L^&Tt&PlEASE CO^TUCT U5 F0« PR»«£AHP leST SOFTVrtftt 



1499 



7S0 

1499 
12» 



TAITO COIN OPS 
ONLY Efl-W 

flasia^ f'yng S^pi ■ 
flow*. Arkaroc i! Sapicrc 
LeoftTd fll Kaw fc*irol 



IN CROWO OULV £1099 

Bartonah 

Kjnr>. Cinc^ Schoo 
Type! Hp-^ce 



RVESTjfcR1l_0NLrH.» 
'■- ■=.: - 

AhmiijSi.Sp*e 
Forot Ki^riti 



MEGA GAMES VOL O+JE 
ONLY DISC £12.99- 

Ncnr^rr Citerud. rjeneisjr. ibst i. 
Tr-iiOt TcLf Df Fon». &wa Brotwn 



LIVE AMMO 
ONLY £5.99 
DISC £12 M 

Gr<61 E^c^d* 
Top Gun 
Army Mova$ 
Grun B#roi 



WE ARE THE CNAMPlONS 
ONLY CS.50. OlSC D3 95 



Sup*'»hflrt. 



a9tT34r.*r! 
IK* 



PACK OF ACES 
DISK ONLY 2AM 

Wto Dares Wins II, 
i«TT Karat*. 



S STAR 1 
ONLY 

S^ndi£zy * Zads - 
Who Dar?? Wtna II * 
aWews - Parade * 
Equir-o.i 



GAUE SET 4 MATCH 2 
ONLY CT99 01SCC1I.M 

lan Botfia™ t 7«t Match, 
&ash« Masief . 

SUP€' Hirg '>. 
Track nFiSd. 

Steve Davi Sw*«f 



COMPUTEfl CLASSICS OMLIf 
C2.99 DISC Efi. W 

Den Dflire 

Irtlo The Eagles Nest 
Aim 

Cag^fri II 



CHAflT BUSTERS ONLY £S 

GtiosttouslBis FA. Cup FoatoalL 
Ag^tlE X, Kane, LA. Swal, Hmja 
Masler. Ha$fMn. Q»e4 Use. 
Rcocfief , Zoips . Oan Oaie, Tay 
Celt Way of Emtoduig Ftsi 
Formula 1 SimulalQr. dnan 
Jacks Supersiar.. 1-BaHI Par* 

==••: "--.=■ :=-= 

HeaOSiange' 



FLIGHT ACE 
ONLYE9 94 DtSCEl3 ra 

A<f T*aH* Conuol. Ace. Sp*tfir e 
40 S&ike Force Harrier. 
Tomahawk. A_T.F. 



S.D.C. ORDER FORM (AMSTRAD ACTION OCTOBER 

Please send the following tiltes. BLOCK capitals pi ease * 
Type of computer 



SSUE) 




Amount 



Name 

Address 



■ Personal CaHers Only 



Total Enclosed £ 



Postcode 
Tel. No 



Please make cheque? w poslal orders payable io S^D.C. 
Orders und^r £5 piea&e axkf 50p per iape P&P. Over £5 P^P is fr&e 
Europe please add CI per lape. elsawh«re add £1 .50 per lape 





nH 1 f 1 if 



INTERVIEW 



Target renegades 



Just who do Target Games, the 
team responsible for this 
month's Mastergame, Laser 
Squad, think they are? We sent 
JEFFREY DAVY to find out. 



KERRUNCH' The Usei Squad 
assassins bum through the 
! front door of Sterner Regime, 
mulU-milhonn?.;-- i.r.iri o: the Marsec 
Corporation, the most unscrupulous 
arms firm in the Uru verse. The:r mis- 
sion 7 To eradicate him once and for 
alL of course 

Such is one of your missions in 
Target Games' Laser Squad, already a 
hit in lis Spectrum form Julian Gallop 
is the programmer and creator of this and sev- 
eral other hit strategy games. 

Julian didn't start on the programming 
[adder in the normal way: "I was never into 
computers; he admits: my mam interest 
was, and still is, game design. But having got 
hold ol a Sinclair ZX81 in my sisth form, it 
wasn't long before I tried programming 
games on it because 1 thought that computes 
would be quite a good vehicle for the games 1 
wanted to create/ 1 





PRIUflTE 
570HE 

...Jrfrli . I 

GOOD 

5T«H I HA* 
£000 

:i jor-* a 

QHJCCTt 
tlEflUY 
LASER 
TCRRil i fit 
GRASS 

PHOT i 9 



■ A sceoe fiom an instanl classic Col lop and Targel Games 
Laser Sq^id (of the lull review, see p SO 

TimeJords gentlemen please 

He wrote his his: projwj game on a HUG k 
was called Tmiftads, written (or Red Shift, a 
group of friends ol umu? nil interested in 
| board | wargamos who decided to produce 
similar games for computer It's the most orig- 
inal game I've done and it still fascinates me. " 

The game, with lis Doctor Who type plot, 
was a far cty from the blow-away the aliens 
products ol today Your aim was to act as a 
Timelord in a randomly gonuitited computer 
universe This universe had alien races all 
vying foi power. You could change the out- 
come of events, and so change time itself 1 



It created some rather great logical prob 
lems r Julian recalls You could even find 
yourself destroyed before you d ever existed 
and affected anything and reincarnated 
through the time -tamper j ngs of others The 
arguments over the results of changing time 
are enough to leave anyone totally confused. 
His second game, more like the games we 
see now, was Nebula for the 
Spectrum, in which you play an 
alien whose eventual aim is to 
dominate the universe. 
Unsurprisingly. Others were out 
to do the same and random 
events such as plague, rebel 
lions and earthquakes didn't 
help your imperial aspirations 
one bit. 

The next project, the original 

F.Chri^.U JVils/fTtf. Was vVritTfT; 

Gjuickly, The aim was M individual, tactical 
warfare involving anything it's possible to 
zap" tor two playeis ft was to have three sce- 
narios - Sci-Fk Castles, and World War II 
Only the Sci-Fi one ever got completed 



Debt cm arrival 

Red Shift then died, and Julian went on to 
Games Workshop where he wrote the much- 
neglected Chaos and part ol Bar ye Cars after 
finishing two more BBC gamos catted 
Isiandia and Version 2 of Ttmeiords 
Chaos \s an enthralling game of spell 
casting, mystical and mythical mon- 
sters, and all powerful wizaids - re- 
released as a Firebird budget game. 

St wasn't until Summer 1985 that his 
next game the best -selling budget 
game Rebeistar (Firebird) appealed - 
yet he's still bstter about it r Why? 
'Well it sold thousands ol copies, and 
all I got was £1.000 for ten months 
work You'd be crazy to choose to do 
ten months work for £1,000' " he says 
Rebeistar is a development of the 
ojigiricil Rebvteuit Rwtters It is set in 
a Moonbase and has two sides - 
Raiders and Operatives 
It is the Raiders' mission to storm the base 
and destroy a computer whiii; \hv Operatives 
attempt to stop them. It has 
a hit more razzmatazz and 
action than most strate- 
gy games ^ 
Rebeistar was 
ttis first game 
on the 
Amstrad. 
which 
accoiding 
lo Gollop 
has several 



problems 

He cites memory limitations as an exam 
pie, but aruges that the major difference 
between the Arnstrad and Spectrum is the 
graphics Despite its lack of colour, he pro- 
duced some quite detailed graphics in the 
machine's four colour mode He was also able 
to add many features that were not present m 
other versions, including a scanner and a new 
playing area. 



SIDE>AS5a55ZN SQUAD 



OBJECT 

CORPORAL 
JOMLBM 



PR I MR Ti 
RUDE R 6 ^ 



PR I UftTE 

stone: 

PRIVATE 
HARRIS 
PRIVATE 
TURNER 
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m 



JRIFLE 
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■ OK men, you know your mi anon - lei's do \V 

It was some tune until his next project, 
which only came about after a penod of heart- 
searching over whether his future lay in pro- 
gramming He made a choice, and Rebaism 
IS was the jesult Firebird, damn their eyes, 
didn't feel the need for an Arnstrad version. 

To boldly go it alone 

Dissatisfied with working for other peoples 
software companies, Julian, Nick, and Peter 
Gollop set up Target Games in March 1988 
with the aim of 'producing high quality strat- 
egy games designed to go beyond the middle 
mark to product? something original and 
keep that standard up" Laser Sguad. then 
fust release, is btiled as a "tactical warfare 
simulation" involving a band of fighters in 
three initial missions - with more to follow 
It's a considerable advance on Rebeistar is 
just as much fun and Is set to become an 
instant classic (see Trent s review on p. 50) 

The Arnstrad version is truly something 
special, with detailed four colour graphics like 
those in Rebelstar. improved Artificial 
Intelligence, and - inevitably for a quality 
Arnstrad version - more and beater sound 
- with a variety of special 
effects 

His only problems were, 
of course, cramming everything in 
and making the graphics 
smooth and fast enough 
Tin very proud of what 
I've achieved in the 
Arnstrad version." he 
says: *I honestly believe 
I've got as much out of n 
I A- — " a s anyone can . rt 

He could be right. • 



TRAD ACTfOM 





Making a triumphant return, its the best adventure column in the world! 



Oh 'tis indeed passing good to 
be back, my fellow adventurers] 

By overwhelming public 
demand (thanks all] , a 
rejuvenated and changed Pilgrim 
returneth with a veritable host of 
new ideas. 

But don't let this column die: 
get writing! 



A word from our sponsor 

«I ve been suipnsed and delighted at 
the number of people who've written 
demanding the return of the Pilgrim. " 
writes AA s editor Steve. "To be frank the 
two month "holiday' was an experiment t 
wanted to discover the strength of feeling 
about the column. Adventurers galore have 
made their feelings known, and the future 
of this section is now secure it mm 
you keep writing Well done a!3! II 



Scapeghost is coming! 



Level 9*s Scapeghost is about to 
he unleashed on the adventure 
playing market You're a mur- 
dered detective who has become 
a ghost and it s your task ta bust 
down within three nights the 
gang responsible for your death 

The d&teetive ghost oornhina- 
tion allows tor some tricky puz- 
zles - yo-u have psychic powers 
from the ghostly world but you 
also scii] have your detective 
powers Some of the puzzles 
require that you use your dual 
skills lo the Limit. 

Level 9 boss Pete Austin 
claims that the graphic {disk wm 
sion) are "the best yet" \ we shall 
seef confides that Scapeghost 
won t have the same humour as 
Gnome ftantjer and Ingnd's Back 
fthe Pilg isn't too sure that he 
finds Level 9 s style of humour 



luunyi, though one of the main 
non-player characters (the chatac- 
ters controlled by the computer) 
does wander around making 
awful puns! The game uses the 
same system as Sngnds Sack m 
that il has three parts, a powerful 
parser supporting OOPS. GO TO 
etc and graphics on disc versions 
Austin reveals that the graphics 
aie hand drawn by the same 
artist who drew Ingrid's Back. 
The graphics are of the highest 
quality, but very moody and real 
a stic" which certainly makes a 
change from the cute pontic 
graphics m tagnds Sac* 

Scapeghost is due imminently 
at £14 95 (tape! and £19 95 (disk) 
Look out lor the definitive review, 
written in the Pilg £ own fair 
hand, in nexl month's splendid 
AA 




Infocom titles up for sale 



Castle Computers, now the only suppliers of 
Infocom games on the Amstrad, are selling 
then few remaining stocks at rock bottom 
prices - £6 apiece when normally Infocoms arc 
over £20 each 

Stocks are low, so hurry r Games still a vat! 
able include: 

t Station/all fAA27), one of Lhe Pilg's faves, 
follows on from where Planeifall left off; funny 
and atmospheric (StauorJall. 
not the Pilg. Oh 1 don't 
know thought Tt has one 
of the cutest of all non- 
player characters, a 
hopeless robot called 
Floyd who follows 
you everywhere. 

He s joined by 
Plato, a suitably 
philosophical robot. 
Discover the 
seciet* of the 
deserted Space 
Station! 

Atmosphere 30% 
Interaction 89% 
Challenge 89* 
Overall 90% 

TO AMSTHMD JkCTiOM 




• Cut Throats ss set on the open seas, diving 
for treasure in ship wrecks. An oceangoing 
atmosphere prevails. 

Atmosphere 67 ■- Interaction 89% 
Challenge 90% Overall H 8 1 

• Hollywood Hijinx (AA2Q\ requires you to 
Jocate ten treasures in one rught at your 
deceased Aunt's mansion to inherit her mil- 
lions ■ superb game, with a brilliant maze and 
excellent and original problems 

A t mosphere 89% Interaction 90 % 
Challenge 92 % Overall 90% 

• Ballyhoo ( AA9J is set m the cir 
cus, with some difficult puz- 
zles It's not the best of 
Infocom games, but at this 
price it s a steal. 

Atmosphere B9% 
Interaction 90% 
Challenge 90% 
Overall 89% 



• Suspect It the 
igjy Pilg s all time jomt 
^gS^ favourite adventure 
4i rxfe^i; y % (along with 

% Larking Honor} 



It s a murder mystery set at a fancy dress party 
where you are suspected as the murderer of 
the hostess. Tons of interaction with oihei 
characters, with nearly everybody acting as 
suspicious as each other 1 
Atmosphere 90 % Interact Jon 95 % 
Challenge 93% Overall 94% 

• Sorceron one of the besi of the 'Enchanter' 
series, with weird spells to cast, and an errant 
magician. Belboz. to track down Experience 
exquisite psychic tortures, explore deserted 
realms, and generally have yourself a great 
time 1 

A l mos ph ere B8% Interact ion 90 % 
Challenge 93% Overall 90% 

The last two are fiercely difficult and will occu- 
py you for centuries 

A word of warning though: all these games 
are disk only and, although Infocom games 
have very large vocabularies acid ate great tun. 
to piay. they havn no graphics and are slow, 
since the fact that the disk is accessed after 
every command 

The Pilg suggests you ring Castle today 
(0782 575043) to make the most of this excep- 
tional offer stocks are low. and you'd do well 
10 check before you send your cheque 1 







FOR SALE 



Power Pnni. Stvirsh WYSIWYG poster maKet 
25* dump 3S», 300 1 typestyta 20- Bonis 
and designer 6133 oqry Dwc £12 9^ cheque* 
Oflly Id: Stocfcsdtfl. 62 The Raw Mount. 
Mtnun. Dublin, Lrtiarri Tel B&ftl2 

Wot bo? CIO game* when fg*i can buy 

exceBenl oondilioii KiMftMl games hit!* 
pace Of less £2 gaines fat sate At Well a* 
Green Screen Moraior £40 Phone P*uJ 
Turner 109921 &B%% 

Amstiad CPC454 niour mcnUa! £5- games, 
many L:£jjjZiJ.L^ and | cystic* £175 Ciul 
Milmn Keynes :0MBl 70113 <il weekends 
only please >. 

CPC6J26 olo.r ziiururoi, Sturiwa Den matci* 
primer, B Ljll pjujiBi pmi, loysuckfr. untisfr 
ouh bogles- magazine? games pjogiitmniuig 
.liLig-ULicii^ etc. bargain at fSQQ T«lpfitonn 
M Art in on ■10274*1 ■Bradiord< evenings 

ud weetctndt 

CPCG138 Catouf mooaTUff in*, dnve over 50 
BHW 30 cti« gamer over 4G" mag* i ACE 
AAj tape garnet, cap* reewde? i.to piay up? 
giimesj CJac&es Sell for £250 Tape 
lead* Coitie$ comjsete mm manuals Plum* 
atk far Jonathan 6pm 9pm 

CPC464 cobout mOflUtor Two |c-yv1tcfo. marm 
it. eighty soputif game* Lociuftino Dniiei 

Slajgluier Barbarian, rrvanv sUiteflic gattif" 
included Mont condition clcvevt U> t4W 
lata lire k>; ph™ &I9&24 now 1 



It K mote biiHjAni guptoc* pro- 
gram* Muffle? cttptotag lun 1 Jusi wnd 
C3 0Q $a« and Mai* drtt IP D G Hooper. 32 
Pouwls Pxiric Rnwi. Powell Plymmiili PI-3 
4QK Drnil delay' Sujat Sl>iM*dv Swv»fl1 

AfiKiucJ *4K n^jiet Mow Doutor MP! 



TV tt>rjieclton t<JVBUcfc H games rnclttdino 
G unship A Rajigei. BasbAFidnll Good condi- 
tion worth MOO Sell Ear CJftD ano. 



I D (CPM-l new m Abw*M MP-2 
rk4uUIOT foe 464 a* G64 {120 Plane 01-3CT- 
2109 Ashlar Calm 



die, fpyMjj.^t[vwt 
Tri 01 ^ 024? 



nit id ddiive, 
raced Bitnu 



Muter Ttpsler Hone H*» Predirtw fen 

AmndGPCdMC only loll iBAivcuons K SO 
dttt orir Wrmo far tank. 5 iootti. 122 
Meadow Lane. Duftfldft, Galeihead Tyne * 

S Pfl.O.G ran yOu bftllAe youl way Ifljuugh a 
hostue Ubvimtti capj^ure the sue- head™. 
Piikhzna Spicunrj rjrntEKqufl Sc^uiiT-gLv. and 
return^ |Tnpe gum £7.95) from PELF 
Sollwnre, 28 Oltnn Huntl MifihlmlvfM, Derby 

CPC46I colour monrtw "RAM mwK rntttline. 
lavsUck and games £1%0. Teiephonp Mmri™ 

CPC4&4 ^.Lv upgraded to mono cnonj- 
loc. 20 coses isoou? P3| pSus KS232 
lAm-Taoel Pmm 2000 modem £2S0 ox 
Computer £300 RS^^odecn £60 (0252) 
2337Z 

CPC613S colour monitor wonfl rinve 
3>WP20utI 4tsca. ditacoidej Wajam ro-m 
Lirjritprti over £700 software i games and uU 
sliwl took* magazine* (nmwaie mude 
£6^0 Tck'ptwni: Jason Burton on Trent 
■ V60404 Weekends 

All computer bits r»etei memwv 
MlJitniion wrts FuJly ajLM*rnb^ ph»F many 
OlBtf pWOit o3 equipment very nhra]j Fnr 
deu^Ls; SAfc 10 40l> Preelind Road, 



CSaClon on Sw 4 Ls«Jt COlb 3LW 

Football piogiam mlh aJL resullE lor division 
14 season 33 39 utfZudmg [easn cotour*. 
LesfjuR Tables etc FiiU menu duven ;2MK'i 
only 1 1 r il Tahii Ghaut, East Tarbert, \*\* ol 
Hams . PABB 3DB 

CPC 612* moon marutoT 3nd desk IrtW. 
DMP20CO pruitei, cassette recotdeT rtutflcuv 
en. (oyi&c^ Mini Ollice IL Tunrocd. 
Bmnwotd Matjut Fumware manual soft- 
ware ooots magaanes £375 Pbone 0^287 
3*]. 

C?C9129 Kiouj monitor, Ernnter 

lape reoofttef 2 lovsibcfcs. « now, boxed 
Plua - ^ wnei itape ami dnki enernion 
Ml. booJuf. ovti CHW Sou tas CWQ 

oaoiMtw. 

CPC&12S gieen sct«n monitof, nearly new 
CSS Qwrtact CtwteS' aftec 6prn 21 C&sr HOI 
Grave. CatraiLey Leeds L526 5GB Tel Leedt 



CFC464 ookiui monitor ojood condition, knd' 
i frraa Ctiudde Egg to Vindicators 
jorslick mangtaW k»dsa ArB5trad 
Acuons $6"-8? mn scarce ona r in Suxfim 
£350 otters ceai Phone Tun 71 0769 

Aoistrad 612-8 ooiour mnnitoi nrinlri poy 
stacfi. cassetLe piayeL oame. senoui software 
£300 ono Bob 0702 SSG160. 



Box with drsafate switch coo 
laimng Prcwid. Utopia, and Maxom 1 & 
£7S.0Q DMP 256t) pnnler with Qualitas Plus 
Slew 32 Lycttt fl«Ad. WAllgmey. 
Morbtjy^hdu M^essarjes lafaen OS L 630 ^216 

CPC464 colour monitor, DK-Trontc speech 
syqth^4b4 fc r DK Tramcs R r Tiirw; vieceivea 
TV PtogtfWMi loyitiirJj, 29 tapes, iovei 60 
own), magiim^. books Sest rafter over 
£300 Spit pqssdj:' ■ Lama Flint D5G9 674662 

CPC 6128 with colour monitor DMP2000 
printer £250 of tofewaie mrlbding SMfte, 
Matchday 2. ATF Magazines, books and 
blank discs World £940 Sell for E3SC' uno 
Phum* 0923 242196 



WANTED 



WaniMi Muiuface Tvw [up Anwtrad CPC464 
□fEBrmg up Id £]£ TpLpphane Kirn D62& 
612229 oi wnv Kim W«nh 2 Harewood 
Way. MaukitwUl Cheihue SKI I TfJ 

Any one wnlung lo ihaie Mulurace pokei 

lhai havf not twen publrthed Any flanm-. 





nny *gp very welcome Please send them 
Carl Surrv. P furffeld Way. Barnei. H« 
ENS2BO 

CPC 444 umiiI Lnlonnouw required iVou 
!pu Lke y^p fame opponunnjes as 6*4- 1 J 
user^. to win i bortng prize money Mo infa 
matton no TRANCE- fer' Get into a TRAXC 
06527 584lMonW 

Colour monitor tor CPC Any reasonar: 
once paid Also green screen andV'oi mod'J 
tot lot saJe.'swap Coniaci Hark c 
Colcnester 0206 43019 



SERVICES 



Cofllufted t>Y the CUBE^ 3d red by b 

cfiaitt' Auenatftd by vout computed La 
your seme of adventure? Inwnt rebel!, g 
into a TftANCt Oi'jnt' friendly Cash pru 
T : T;r-0fiS 27-584 <MonE V I 

CP M stmtm. Public DonyuB softwaie ( 
all mftch;nes ^ormnt tiaLslatton servtc 
Recovery ol data (torn corrupt does SAE I 
det*fc MK4l Heed i.AAl 11. OWer Wa 
Anornrnnfl Sussex BN 16 4HQ 

PtiocntK Tape to disc 464 6t2fl 85p p 

game Muttiktadets C3 50 add 30p J lapaj 
to bt returned, endew dascfsi Tapef 
PHOENIX 10 Walter St Dravcoti Deihy H 
JOT Tel 0331? 4490 





OTHER 



Revolutionary new game .puzzi? I for MOT 
■ : <•.■ ■• ■ ;i . -jrisTHANCt Endiess hou 
of aniusEnient and Uw OWOttUTUtT 10 W. 
LARGE CASH PREH' Cjet mm a TflANCI 
£oquui€S Telepbone 065 27 584 Mom 
Reman. 

'Kek&o Fred, nave you gone Comatow yet' 
No Dave, ma/be tomtgrit I wc John ii wil 
ing shout kke a zomhie Re would feel bettJ 
if be 001 into d TRANCE. K5 27 5*4 

Make money with your computer. ■ lm. 

WOtl nerskfiience. m*. outlay Kesults hst 
depending on effort made Send lor detail 
no nvooey Ford West, 3A Lower Quay JHoaj 
Hook. HaverEordwesE Pembs SA62 4LR 



This section offers you a realty cheap and effect ivO 

oppoituojiy ta speak tureci to 38.000 CPC owners - or 
would becfwnws Users report excellent results 

Ton can place an ad up of up !o 30 words to |ufit £6 



So you con kl use it to sell a pnnler. launch a user 
group or advertise a piece- of software you ve written 

One thing von cant advertise is the sale or swap ol 
softwAfe Such ads can be rrusused bv puaxes 



FiU in Hie application foira. artd send »( to us together 
wiin payment 

Well place i he *tl m the next availalUe issue i pub- 
lished 2-7 weeks ali#r we receive youi orcterl 





OROB 


R FORM 


SEND TO AA SMALL ADS, PRODUCTION DEPT. FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 4 0UEEN STREET, BATH BA1 1EJ 



Name 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrad Action 

l enclose payment of £5.00 by Cheque/ RO,/ Access/ Vita 



Address 



Credit Card numtoei 



Of edit CitTti expiry d-iu 



Telephone 



Classification Tick J For sale J Wanted 



-.J Services □ User Groups J Other 



Write your advertisement here, one word pet box. Include your name and phone number if you want them 



PILGRIM 




Brought to you by Joan Pancott 
(HPilg], Jerome Young, Wendy 
Watters T Stuart Whyte (AA J s 
Adventuier of the Year) 1 Howard 
Swaines and of course ye Pilgrim 
himself. 

Heroes of Karn 

To kill the lizard, light the gas {need tinder 
box), get frog, kiss frog. Kill the barrowjght 
with the bible (to get money) To cross the 
chasm. "Istar Wave Wand"', pSay flute. "Istar 
Wave Wand " . Water ashes to kiU phoenix. 

Venom 

After leaving the cove, venture to the inn and 
talk to the customer. Before leaving the tap- 
room open the barrel, put berries in it, and ttil 
the wineskin. Don't drink it yourself unless you 
feel like a sheep. Wear mask 

Big Sleaze 

To blow the safe stuff the dynamite into the 
lock, light it and retreat. In the hotel push the 
Obelisk to find the way mto the air vent. 

Return to Eden 

Don't kill the figure that you meet in the shad- 
ow lands - fight until you are told that he is 
badly wounded chen gethood". 

Give the old man in the engraving room 
some bread and he will open a secret passage. 
Watt by the chest until someone comes and 
offers to pull it up for yoy. Tie rope to chest, 
wait until he comes back for you. grab rope, he 
will pull you up and give you a staff. 

Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 

To open the screening door you must first have 
moved your common sense particle in your 
brain. Then go to the door, drop tea, get tea (no 
tea dropped), get no tea. The door ss so 
impressed at opens lor you' 

The Pawn 

To get past the boulder, tie the shirt to the rawe 

and hoe then lever the boulder 

Ask Kionos about the wristband and he will 

give you a chest to give to the adventurer. 

Examine the horse (or a laugh. 

Mix the red with the blue and the green to 

make white. You will find them in a pouch m 

the forest clearing after giving the guru the 

bowl of snow 




Leather Goddesses of 
Phobos 

To avoid the ion beam shooting machine, 
don't travel down the river. 
To avoid the alligator in the maze ■ NW. N. 
WE, E, clap, NE, NE P EE, hop, clap, say 
kweepa, go down, NW, HE, clap again, K f 5, 
hop. say kweepa, clap, NE, up, WW into store- 
room. Get the directory, clap, WW, hop, S, say 
kweepa, clap SE. SE. down. E. clap, hop, N. 
W, say kweepa, clap, E. W, S, hep. clap, SW 
into buna] chamber Gel the raft, N. say 
kweepa, clap. NE, hop, E, clap, NW, NE, SE, 
say kweepa. clap, hop, up. NW, to the well 
bottom Go circle 




■ Mag SctoMs' Corruption and Guttd at Thtvvvs: hint* 
and lips, anyone? Wnle lo; Tfte Pttgrtm. A.msr.Mn 1 
Actton. 4 Qu*#n SE. Ba1h BAl 1 EJ 




Programming for tiie future? 

Remember "Programming with the Pilgrim It was abandoned partly because of lack of 
space, and partly because certain people didn't hkq wilting adventures in BASIC Let the 
Pilg know il you would like the feature to return, and in what form - written in BASIC. 
PAW, Quill or G AC Write to Pilg programming, The Pilgrim, Amsirad Action, 4 Queen Sl 
Bath BAl 1EJ 



Coming soon to The Pilgrim 

• The definitive review of Scapeghost 

• Ctaldsptay: adventures for youngsters 

• Homebrew adventures: are they ever up 
to ^professional" standards? 

• Exclusive interviews with famous 
adventure personalities and companies 

• A round up of adventure writing 
systems 

... and so much more. Reserve your copy 
now - or why not subscribe? 




Honorary Pilgrim the First 



" Well done everyone, thanks 
to your many letters The 
Pilgrim is back, and what 
better way could there be to 
celebrate AA's Fourth 
Birthday ! " wmes Joan 
Pancott. famous Witch of 
Wessex. 

Joan reminds fellow trav- 
eller that people musi send 
a self stamped addressed 
envelope (or an international 
reply coupon) when seeking 



help from a Lord or Lady of 
Adventure - who, after all. 
are working on your behalf 
for free. Shi also suggests 
that, when you phone her or 
other Lords and Ladies, you 
specify what games you are 
calling about at the start to 
save time and money. 

The Pilgrim hereby intro- 
duces a new honour to 
reward Amstrad adventurers 
who have excelled them- 



selves in their efforts Joan 
Pancott is hereby dubbed the 
first Honorary Pilgrim and 
as such can place the letters 
HPilg after her name. 
Congratulations Joan you 
deserve it! Suggestions for 
Honorary Pilgrims are 
welcome: who merits such a 
prestigious title? Write to, 
HPilg Nominations. The 
Pilgrim, Amstrad Action 4 
Queen Si, Bath BAl 1EJ 
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Pilgrim Post 



The Pilgrim has teceived a 
strange and mystifying letter from 
Bob Adams: 11 Oh dear, so now I 
am forced to finally come out of 
the closet 1 " he writes, worryingly 
Alter years of secf&t ad veil 
turing it has come to this. Either 
reveal myself to one and all or 



Wanted! 



"Home brew" games 
Cheat Modes for 
adventures 

Cluepot contributions (but 
not complete solutions!! 
Ideas 

Feedback, letters of 
encouragement and 
advice, and big cheques 



tures Like the Hobbtt 
Bards Tale. Hitchikers 
Guide to the Galaxy 
and other titles'*" 
The Pilg has 
received many similar 
letters recently, so 
watch out for the 
round up of adven- 
ture clubs and mag 
azines soon. 



face the wrath of the Pilgrim" I 
certainly have no wish to antago- 
nize you further and taste your 
staff, but after all, SkrimbalTT 

1 ihmk this translates as Can 
you put my name m the Loiris & 
Ladies column" 7 " The Pilg is not 
so pleased about the Sknmball 
bit, either. Watch out for the large 
hungry Bairog with :azor sharp 
teesh corning your way soon Bob r 

I also received a pessimistic 
letter from Stuart Whyte, AA 
Adventurer of the Year, complain* 
ing about the Jack of adventure 



support on the Amstrad 'With 
fnfocom having dropped the CPC r 
Magnetic Scrolls with no dtstnbu^ 
tors and Level 9 changing to 16 
bit machines, there doesn t seem 
much hope for the Amstrad, he 
complains 

[ have to disagree, Sluaii 
True. Infocom (who have some 
serious problems) have dropped 
the CPC but Level 9 and 
Magnetic Scrolls will still defi- 
niieJy continue support. Level 9 s 
new arcade adventure system is 
nnly available on the Amiga and 
ST, but they will still produce 8 bit 
adventures, such as Scapeghost 
(see the news story). Many other 
smaller companies and authors 
still support the Amstrad. too. 

Finally, Ian Reynolds wntes: "I 
live in Coventry and my local soft* 
ware supplier dosed down, so 
ptease could you tell me some 
mail order firms that slock adven* 



CONTACTING THE PILGRIM 

The Pilgrim welcomes correspondence from all readers on matters 
of adventure, Write to him cto Amstrad Action, 4 Queen 5t, Bath 
BA1 1EJ, marking your letter clearly for the attention of The 
Pilgrim, 

I'm afraid that it's usually Impossible for me to write personal 
replies to letters, but rest assured that 1 will do my best to 
answer, either in this column oi by post. 

(i i- ittii 




The Lords and Ladies of Adventure 



Souls of Daikon (thanks Joan 1 ). Kobyashi 
Naru. Venom. Mystery Indus Valley and 
Gnome Ranger 

Wendy Wafers, 92 Booth Road. Stacksteads. 
Bacup r Lancashire, OL13 OSF * (07061 877518 

Message from Andromeda. Heroes of Karn. 
Foresi at the Worlds End. DAA n Everything, 
Trial of Arnold, Jewels ol Babylon, Mordons 
Quest, Hobbit , Lord of the Rings & Planet of 
death 

Bob I love Probe" Adams. 
31 Uplands, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. ALB 

7E8 

Adventure Quesc, Aftershock, Apache Gold, 
Arnold Blackwood Tnlogy. Beer Hunter, 
Boggst. Boied ofthe Hangs Brawn Free, 
Bugsy, Colossal Adventure, Circus, Classic 
Adventure. Cutthroats. Dodgy Geezers. 



When writing to a Lord or Lady of Adventure 
enclose 1 SAE and please keep those phonecalts 
to sociably acceptable hours! 
The aU new Lords and Ladjes is to be run like 
Ms Helpline so that the names change each 
month but reappear eventually This way peo 
pie such as Stuart Whyte, Darren Stephens and 
Joan Paocott don't m op tU tbe PUgrtm cot- 
umn with their long lists 0! completed games! If 
the game you warn isn't mentioned, write and 
Your Old PaJ the Pilgrim will his level best hnd 
someone who can help you. 



Dt acula. Dungeon Adventure, Dungeons 
Amethysts A-chemists n Everything. Emerald 
Isle. Enchanter, Escape from Koshiraa, 
Espionage Island. Fantasia Diamond, Forest at 



the Worlds End. The 4th Protocol Football 
Frenzy Gems 0! Stiadus. Gnome Ranger, 
Gremlins Haunted House. Heroes of Kam. 
Hitch Hikers Guide. Hobbit, Hunchback adv, 
Imagination, Inca Curse. Jewels of Babyion. 
Kentilla, Knight Tyme, Kobyashi Nam. Leather 
Goddesses; of Phohos Lords of Time, Lurking 
Horror, Message from Andromeda, 
Mmdshadow, Mordons Quest, The Mural, 
Necris Dome. Never Ending Story, Nythyhe], 
Pawn. Quesiprobe tit. Rebel Planet. Redhawk, 
Red Moon Return to Eden, Return loOz. 
Rtgels Revenge. Robin of Sherwood. Robin of 
Sherlock, Seabase Delta. SnowbaU.^Soroeror, 
Souls of Darkon. Spytrtfk, Sphinx adventure. 
Star Wreck. Stolen Lamp, Subsunk, Theseus. 
Tomb of Kuslak, Very Big Cave adventure, 
Warlord, Woodbury End & Zoik 1 

Darren Stephens 
* (0795) 473490 
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Close encounters of the keyboard kind with that PAT McDONALD character 



ULT-ART 




Heres an excellent utility for all the people who've ever wanted 
to edit the screens from games. Supposing that you have a 
Mu} ti face II and Advanced Art Studio, this listing will convert 
the screens saved by the Multiface into scf files for your art 
package to play with, 

It can be used with other art programs too, because it tells 
you all the ink and border colours, as well as the correct screen 
mode. The only thing it can't do is cope with screens that are 
different to the conventional size- Rob Muni in from Portsmouth 
is the person to thank. 

[DpAp] 6 REM Mult-art 

[:$Aq] 7 REM By Hob MUTilin 

[ErRfc] S Rffi Aim trad Action October I9B9 

[CjJto] 10 MEMORY iJFFF 

[GqAv] 20 DEFINT b-ziDIH i(15hhc{31) 

[DrAa] 30 FOF J^Q TO 31: READ he 00 : NEXT 

ICVOnl A:; DATA 13,0 ia,25.:,r 1-3, 16.0 : 24 26.6 6 35.1-7. 

0,0,18,20,0,2,9,11, 4,22, 21 r 23,3,5,12, 14: 
[PvBn] 50 cr$<HRS(13)4CHRS(lQ} :pr$-cr5+ then press 

a key ' 

[IfaCk] 60 MODE 2: PRIST- Put disc containing KULTIFftCE 

screen in drive A"pr$ 
[GsAra] 70 G05UB 3000 
[G3AI) SO CLS:CAT 

[OtBp] 90 input Enter filenme of HULTIFACE scrwu -> \ 

acrl5 

[apBp] 100 If ecrl$="" OR LEN(scrl$)>ll THHi 90 
[Cnfln] L10 PRINT : PRINT Loading "UPPER? (SCtlll " 
[PiAo] 120 LOAD scrlS 

[FqBr] 130 'Get screen colours and mode number from 

MULTIFACE icmn 
[Fnfit] 140 bcrdcol=PEZK(*SC6"7) :noden\Dn=FEEft(t808B) JOT 

4X11 

[FwBl] ISO FOR K=Q TO 15" i (n^FEEKffi&Q6fl+30 NEXT 
[HaCj] 160 PRINT crS 'Do you wish to Save the scrttn' cr} 

TAB (13) "or Viewdata (a/v)?"; 
[PoBl] 170 MHIIZ NQT(a$= r a' OR a§»"V } ; GOSUB- 30QO:WEKD 
[CtBO] 180 IF aS= "S" THEN QOS0B 1000 ELSE QGSUB 2000 
[IjB}] 13C FBINT crS AiiOthe? Sctecr, (y/n) ; 
[KtBl] 200 WHILE N0T(a$='y OP aS="m GQ5UB 300Q:HEND 
[ Jqftt] 210 IF aS= y THEN 60 
[CnAl] 220 END 



Module Designer 

Oops! Starr? about last months Mod uto itojgjw . Unfortunately threfc 
lines were cut off by one of the pictures Here they are: 

(AjAu) 1150 nodniia(w)-i:POKE a # W 
{HJAq} 1160 MCE r+lt«px# 



[KtAq] 1000 "Set up PAL file 

[XkAx] 1010 FRWT erScr? Thitiking m 

[KxBv] 1020 POKE & B8 0 9 , ncdenum POKE 4 8 BOA. iFF: POKE CB30& 
.419 

[AnBk] 1030 FOR addr-&8&C-8 70 frflflFfliPOKE addi.ONEXT 
[HvAo] 1040 addr=*S80C 
[DkAp] 10SO 'Poke ink colours 
[Ojflp] 1060 FOft JC^O TO 15 

[BOBp] ILxJkmj 1070 FOR a=addr TO addr^ll POR a, i (x) +G4 : NEXT 

[HsAo] 1080 addr^dddr+U 

[Exta) 1090 NEXT x 

[ftpAv] 1100 Poke border colours 

[BsBrj 1110 FOR a=addr TO addj+U .:P0ra 4,bO¥d£Ol+£4 NEXT 
[GvAx] 1120 Save .StF and PAL files 

|SqB*] 1130 CIS : PRINT "Put diac to save acnen to in drive 
A r pr$ 

[Mn] 1140 GQSUB 3000 
[CtAm] 1150 OS:CAT 
ItOtAr] 1160 d=INSTtt(acrl5, 

[JrBqJ 1170 IF d THEN scrl SUPERS (LETTS (scrlS.d-l) ) 
|PuCn] 1230 PRINT" Enter filename to save to cr$TAB{6) " 

(default UPPERS fscrlS)) 
[MuAqJ 1190 INPUT" -> ",J«25 
[IxAx] 1200 IF LQJ(£Cr2$t>8 1180 
[FwBl] 1210 IF «r2S= M " THEN scx2£*scrl$ 



TYPE WRITER 

Those four characters in square brackets at the 
beginning of each line are not meant to be typed in. 
They're part of our typing checker, which originally 
appeared m We're reprinting it this month, 
due to popular demand, on p. 78. 



[KtBc] 1220 PRINT cr5 " Saving "UPPERS {acr2$) SOI 

[UrBi] 1230 SAVE scr2$+" .SOT' . b. £4000. £4000 

[PnBql 1240 PRINT ctS^Saving "UPPERS [tC£t$) M -PAL, . , * - 

[P1B1J 1250 SAVE 3Cr2S+",PAL .b.*SeO?.tEF 

[MtAo] 1260 R£TUPN 

!JpAt] 20D0 "Display scr&en data 

[Onfin) 2010 CL5: PRINT Screen or Pnnttr (S/pJ? w , a 

IFvftnJ 2020 WHILE H0T(a$- i' OPL aS=" p"") :<WSUB 3000: HEW 

tFuto) 2030 IF a?= a Ttffirt at^fl ELSE at=fl 

{DvEk] 2040 PRINT#st,crS J Screen mod* = m&dftnua 

iDrnfltn) 2050 PRIMtfst, Border colour » u hc(bordcol) 

(GIBq] 2060 FOT jc=0 TO 15 zPPIWTlat . "InJt'V a H hc (i (it) ) "MEXT 

[Jjto] 2070 RETURH 

(AvBj] 3000 "Clear input and gat keypress 

fClAt] 3010 WHILE INKKS <> H^HD 

[G1BO] 3020 ;WtrU :a$=L0WERS(INKEW) :NEHD 

[EwAo] 3030 RETURN • 



AMST-BAB A C TfON 




PANDORA TAPE £24.95 DISC £29,95 



The program that takes 
the lid off your micro! 

* Write arcade games - in Basic! 

* Multi-featured sprite designer 

* Animated sprites 

* Compatible with all WPs 

* Free games and examples 

* Comprehensive manual 




The dynamic wordfinder for 
home and business use 

* Over 10,000 synonyms 
and antonyms 

★ Nearly V000 main 
subject headings 

+ Extra rapid word search 

* Can select over 70 
words at a time 

★ Simple operation 

* Flexible Yearn' facility 

★ Can be used as a 
Thesaurus 

# Compatible with Protext rom 



DISC £29.95 OMEGA 



6128 
ONLY 



DISC £14.95 




It's iike having two CPCs 
for the price of one! 

When you switch your CPC on load in Omega first 
and you'll find you have two program environments. 

How does il do it? Simple. Omega takes over both 64K 
banks of ram and swaps between them. 

So. for example, you can load your wordprocessor into one 
bank and a game into the other 

Then at the press of a key you can swap between the two. 

This program has to be seen 10 be believed. 



SPEECH! TAPE £4.95 DISC £7.45 SWIFT SELECTION 



Your CPC can now talk back for as 
little as £4.95! C!* 

Speech! is an incredible piece of coding. Needing no extra hardware 
and taking up ius' SK of memory, it converts your CPCs sound chip intt 
a tuii-blown speech synthesiser! 

Once installed you can call it from your programs with a single HSM - 
plus you can lully configure it to speak in any accem or pitch, through 
any of the three sound channels 

Due lo a bulk purchase we can offer this unique program to you lor less 
than hail pnee But place your order soon as they're sure to be in high 
demand 



RRP 
Our Price 



Tape 
£9.95 
£4.95 



Disc 
£14.95 
£7.45 




Please tick the program(s) you require 



ORDER FORM 



Pandora 
Keyword 
Omega (6128} 
Keypad 
Swift Selection 
Speech! 



Tape 

£24,95 { ) 



£4.95 { ) 



Disc 

£29.95 { 
£29.95 { 
£14.95 ( 
£9.95 ( 
£9.95 ( 
£7.45 ( 



I enclose a cheque/Euro cheque^PO made payable to: 
SWIFT SOFTWARE 



Name 
Address 



Postcode 



Tel. 



SWIFT SOFTWARE AA10, 347 LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, STOCKPORT, SX7 6AA. 061-477 8405 




10 PIN BOWLING 



Here's an excellent little public domain game from the 
hand of Cambridge resident Rowland Jack. You start by 
selecting a direction with the joystick, and then press- 
ing fire. Now you have to waggle like fury for five sec- 
onds, to work up the speed of the ball. Put it at the 
proper angle and the pins will tumble - stand clear and 
Jet* go! 



(KoBi 
(EwAl 

f JvAw 

[GjAv 
[JvAat 
[HvBi 
[F^Bi 
[Iqftr 

[Mi 

[mm; 

[iwkt 

l Dp to 

[LqAm; 
[EnAu 
[CUto 
[DtAm; 
ICtAr 
JAqAv 
[OtAu 
[ELftm 
[KrBl 

[JiAm 
[QtAn 
[HwAp 
[PkAu 
[OkAw 



5 " Public Domain 

€ '10 Pin Bowling 

1 By Rowland 3 a--* 

S "-Amatrad Action October 1969 

10 MODE 1 

20 INK 1,25 "INK 2,6: INK 0. 0 : BORDER 6:PAPER 0:PEN I 
30 LOCATE 31 r 18 : PRINT r ' 10 Pin N 

40 LOCATE 30, 19:PR1WT^ " 

SO LOCATE 31, 20 : PRINT "Bowling" 

60 LOCATE 30. 21; PRINT" * 

70 LOCATE 30. 22 : PMNT By R Jack Jr 

SO LOCATE 29, 23: PRINT " 

M WINDOW #1,3,1,3,3 
100 PAPER #1,3 
110 CIS ffl 

120 WINDOW #2,34,38, 3, 3 
130 PAPER #2,3 
140 CLS #2 

150 WINDOW #3,30,39. 12, 12 
160 PAPER #3,3 
170 CLS #3 

180 WINDOW #4,2,11,15.16 

190 PAPER H f 3 

200 CLS #4 

210 GRAPHICS PEN 1 

220 MOVE 232,1; DRAW 232 , 400 

230 MOVE 390,1: DRAW 390,400 

240 GOTO 700 

190 CLS 14 PRXNTI4, 'Pmm *" ztfUHTM, "k*y" 
260 CALL 4BB18 
270 CLS #4 

280 CLEAR INPUT.' 4 64 Uurs emit ' 
290 FOR fe— II TO 16 
300 FT*AH£:CtS 1 1 : PFONT #1 1 1 
310 IF INKEY(7£}=0 THEN 3SQ 



[JnAr 
[CuAJt 
[QhAI 
[CicAn 
[DmAv 
[LvAr 
|AlAv 
[inAt 
[KxAt 
I MkA- 
[PqAk 
(EtAl 
[Bqfi! 
[PkBq 
[PiCp 

[OvAm 
LB ) An 

[Oris 

[ttnAt 

[ClAt 
[IlBl 

[Ou&J 
[MoAs 

I KrAv 

(BqAv 
[JrAv 

[OlAj] 

:&iAt 

[HiAw 
[ KqAk 
[AsBi 
[KkAm 
[F*At 
[KuAt 
[BjAk 
[JvAm 

[Mtai 

[FlAo 
fBnAl 
[DvAq 

i :.*ay 



320 FOR y=l TO 20 Mm y 
330 NEXT 
340 GOTO 290 
350 ang=t 

360 CLS |4:pJtINTt4, Bawdy," 
370 FOR t=l TO 600 NEXT 
3t0 CLS 44. PRINT* 4 Steady. 
390 FOR t=l TO 600:NEXT 
400 CLS #4:PRINT#4,"QO<' 
410 t=TIME 
420 chk=0 
430 spd=0 

440 IF TTME^t+1500 THEN 460 

450 IF IKKElf(74)=0 AND chk=0 TlffiH tML=l:QmO 440 
460 IF lNKEnf{75}=0 AND Chk = l THEN chJt=0 :CLS $2 Spd 
pd+1 :PRIHT#2 d spd GOTO 440 
470 GOTO 440 
480 spd=spd\3 
490 CLS #4 

500 PRINT! 4, Round; :tu 

510 PRINT* 4 /Throw;"; throw 

520 CLS #3 : PRINT* 1, Scor* ; " ; scor* 

530 RETURN 

540 CLS t3 r PRINT! 3 f 'Score : " .' score 
550 FOR t=17 tO 23 STEP 2 
560 LOCATE t . 1 : PRINT CHR£{143} 
570 NEXT 

ofiO FOR t-18 TO 22 STEP 2 

590 LOCATE t , 3 : PRINT CHR$(143) 

600 met 

610 FOft t=19 TO 21 STEP 2 

620 LOCATE t, 5: PRINT CHRS(143J 

630 NEXT 

640 LOCATE 20,7: PRINT CKR$(1<3) 
650 CLS #4 

660 FRINTM. Rcund: ;tu 
670 PRINT 14, "Throw:*; throw 
680 TAG 
690 RETURN 

700 TAGOfT GO SUB 250 

710 IF fOmSB=0 THEP TAGQFF GOSUB 540 

720 TAG : gonui!i*l 

730 y=l6 

740 GRAPHICS PEN 1 

750 FOR k=234 TO 372 STEP 8 



STOCKMASTER 



THE Stock Control System tor the Amstrad range of computers. 

Stock master is a highly advanced siock control system written specifically for 
the Amstrad CPC & PCW series computers H is "ully menu driven and is 
ealremttly easy lor even ihe absolute beginner lo use. II incorporates highly 
advanced ordering sub-systems, allowing orders to tie printed in a format 
suitable for direct making to th$ Supplier indicated. File updating is done by 
a separate batch program, which may be run at a quiet pom| <n the day. 

Its Me Sizes are limited onfy toy disc drive capacity, allowing the system lo gtow 
as your com pp ny g rows Opt ions also ex i st lo p r i nt var ious reports, to calculate 
KHai &T«k value etc. etc STOCKMASTER is supplied complete wMh a detailed 
43 page user manual, and requires CP'M Plus lo run. It also needs at least 
onedisc drive. Full system specs available on req To order -Send a cheque/PO 
for £2995 to 

Williams Software Services, 
11 Howard Close, Romitey. Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 38H. 
Teh 061-430-5307. Pitase allow 2 1 days tor delivery. 



«;th*itftapf flu. 



M I CROGEN I C 
C. SYSTEMS 6 



AT Li 



PROFESSIONAL HIGH 
PUTF.RS 



ENTHUSIAST CAN I 
QUALITY ACCESSORIES FOH ALL CPC 

Our pct^omm n w. tiwt *l> k -. i :. Ltm-hs <t Ef£QMi you Dui* a jsrogjisn. tftis *j' I^t '* yw ims. 

FQF QHLY «i 9S 

I tttto P(A! iwfca tiwC'Hw ■ ii^i \mim *rt win 4wd imd»tt now* v* J'^-ets tpw^^i 

* fVkiur twitching ff ? re A-lfi 
■ Fan jfOAfftfrtfhtt 

* UtetuI computer h*Ntw*w flfMi 

TtHA PW'CoitiiJTOtfniM? Hf>M hMttJ onrr covu £M 

frnmarrrriilv i :hnrctc4| io youi CPC u^unj iu*ir AutJi in flow ihiouqti eiwaiHM^or 
rPHQHERASEB C22S0 IHTH TW£R (27 50 
^OM Aim STATIC ilfJJf £2 50 



P«rP UK PRKK KUHOPE £1 ANYWHERE ELSE C2 

CHEQUES AND FOSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TQ 
MICHOCEIflC SYSTEMS 
PO BOX 41, WATH UPON DEARME. ROTHERHAM, S€3 7PS- 



L 



ARC 



PflE-SCHOOL. PRIMARY, JUNIOR 

Education 

Designed by 
Experienced Teachers 
For u£e m School and Home 



Witfe range of programs 
Fox AMSTRAD CPC PCW PC1512 
ATARI ST SPECTRUM +3 

CASSETTE E9 50 per set 
DISC £12 50 per sat 
SerxJ SAE for L •■>: Staling Amstrad 
model and child's agn 



ARC (ACTIO), 51 ConisLon Crescent, HUMBERSTON, 
SOUTH HUMBERSlDE DN3G 4BA. (0472] 312226 




Jackson Software 

BFG DAT A FILE 



CPC 464- 664-6128 
Fax Available - Ring 0228 42373 ext. 38 

Disc £1 5.95 Cassette £1 0.95 

Cheques/PO Payable to: 

Jackson Software (1989) Ltd 
Unit 32, Carlisle Enterprise Centre, 
James Street, Carlisle CA2 5BB 

-Access/Visa available shortly 



COMPUTER CROSSWORDS 

EXCLUSIVE FROM AKOM LIMITED 

Featuring 

THT7 TIMI7C Vi *h™?s ■< ^ 4, 5. 6 & 
1 nL 1 IIVIM j ub j lw p u//tes 1932-87 

The Sun Volumes ], 2, 3. 4. 5 & 6 

Prices of software with NEW Team Option are as follows:- 
For Arnsirad SW. IBM S IBM T/i ", Archimedes, Atari ST 
Times discs are £ 1 9.9 Sun discs are £18.95 
For Amstrad 3" RM Nimbus JW. BBC VA\ Electron +3. 
BBC Master 1 28 ADFS. BBC DFS 40, DFS 80 
Timei discs are £18,95, Sun discs are £ 1 7.95 
For Spectrum + J 

Sun discs are £ 1 7 9 S. Note: no Times version 
For all Acorn, Spectrum. Amstrad cassettes (No Team Option) 
Times £9 95 (UdIs, 1 4, + Jubilee only), Sun £795 (Vols. I -4 only) 
Prices include postage, packing and VAT (£ I surcharge ex UK) 

Please sertd me: 

The Times Computer Crosswords Volume(s).. „„„ 

The Times Jubilee Puiiles 1 932- 1 937. 

The Sun Computer Crosswords Volumeft J r 

my system «: (delete as appropriate) I BM / Amstrad / BBC / Spectrum / 
Atari ST/Nirnbus/disc/casseEie/a^/aW'/SW' 

Computer model (details) , »_..„., +M++ ^„. 

Name; __ 

Add ress: . , 

Postcode Tel _ 

I enclose cheque postal order for £ {payable to): 

akom Limited si Manor Une. London S£k 3 sqw Tel- 01452 4S?s 



NEMESIS - The Original Meddlers 



GOOD GRIEF! 
GREETINGS ! 

¥e», it s a very slr&ngc Advertise mtnt - but it s time to hive a few words 
with you all. The "new" law has confused many of us. those that 'don't 
know' AND those that piofess to know. 

It comes down to extremes of interpretation, the most extreme being that 
BACK UPS even though only used by the owner of an original piece of 
software are illegal ■ That means that tbrrr arr srveral hundred thousand 
CPC users due to get a risiL a writ, or something unpleasant ■ 
Here, at NEMESIS, we have always believed that the owner of an original 
item of software has the perfect right to do what the bell he/she Likes 
with it - provided that by doing so the Copyright Owner is not deprived of 
another source of income. Many fair- minded people agree with this: if you 
have thirty thousand BACK UPS of MANIC MINER they II do nobody any 
harm provided that they remain in your bands 

By custom End practice I a irrm tiu! to be used lightly ] computer owners 
have safe guarded their collection hy making BACK-UPS of software from 
their own origin ilfr- 

.'Ynnthrr cxtrrmr side of the nrw law MAY be that in order to make a 
BACK-UP legally you need the expressed permission of the Copyright 
holder or his Agent, 

NEMESIS utilities, well known for their power on backing up the majority 
of software are still available and remain at the same low prices 
The extreme' tide of the Interpretation of the law means that you need 
the permission of the copyright owner to make a BACK-UP. but you'll 
need the means to do it 3 

On the basis that you may need such permission, we offer the utilities 
shown on the right. 

[f you hare doubts about your right to make back- tips, then don't do it ! 
Just to set the record straight. ALL NEMESIS SOFTWARE can be backed 

UP as many timet at you wish but.... , 

FOR YOUR OWN USE ONLY, 



UPGRADES 8SM or BLITZ, £3.00 [return original disc} 
B/BOARD INFO CVHOTEL 01 346 2816 [1200'75] 



BONZO SUPER MEDDLER 

" A REAL ALTERNATIVE to a Multiface II BLACK BOX A.A- JAN' 8 9. 
' The best TAPE TO DISC transfer utility available ", WACC1 6/88 



BONZO BLITZ - L1TRA TRICKY TAPES TO DISC, 

" HIGHLY RECOMMENDED " wacci 12/87, 
CPC PROCOPY & MiNIDOS 

The most recent and best utility for disc housekeeping. Back-ups, 
file transfers* status changes, and much more ! 



EACH DISC £12.50 inclusive. 
ALL THREE £35.00 inclusive. 




NEMESIS a. A ALL 0RDERS sent by re,urn: Ch ^ uePO ' Access TEL: (0933) 623967 

10, Carlow Road, Ringslead. Kettering. Northants NN14 4DW 
AUSTRALIA: C 8QSWELL. 62 MARMONG STREET, MARMONG POINT 2284, NSW. 




TYPE-INS 



[PoAxJ 760 FRAME: H3VE x, y: PRINT CHR$(2311; 
[GjAit] 770 IF IHKE¥(76)=0 TffiH 810 
[PoAfi] 760 FRAME :MOVE * # y:FNllT'' 
[ItiAJt] 790 NEXT 
[EnAniJ SOD GOTO 750 

[PkDx] BIO throw=thr£*H-l:IF throw>3 THEN thr^l : tu=tu+l ■ 
GOSUB 940 j CLS #4 : PRINT! -1 , "Hound ■ " j th^ow : 
HUNTt4 , ' Round: " ; tu :TMOFF : GOSUB 540 

[ttvBr] 820 CLS #4 :PRINT#4 / J Houfid: " ;tu : FRINTI4 , -Throw' " 
; throw 

[JiCj] 830 IF x+ang>372 OR x+ang<234 THEN FRAME MOVE 

:PRINT' 1h ; :GOTO 700 
[GqB] J S40 IF TEST (x+ang+16, y+spd) ssl THEM flfiO 
{MrBnj 850 IF TEST (x+ang, y+spd) =1 THEN B7D ELSE 880 
[KjDq] 860 TMOFF. LOCATE fx+ang) \16+2 . 25 - ( (y+spd) \ 1 6) 

PRINT" - ■ score=3 core+ 1 : CLS ft 3 : PRINT* 3 f f ' Scon : * 

: scare :TJ^G:QOTO 940 
[NXDp] 8?0 TAGOFF: LOCATE fx+ang) \16+1, 25- ( (y+spd}\16) : 

PRINT' ,% rscor«core+l -CLS ft3;PRINT#3, 

" Scor* : ; score : TAG : GOTO 840 



[KxAt) 880 FRAME. WOVE x,y: PRINT 

[HnBpl 890 spd=spd-0 II:IF SpdKO 1 THEN y=16:x=312:G0TO 
700 

IhjcAs; s:c :f y>3@4 then 700 

[NpAtJ 910 x=x+ (ang\3) :y=y+spd 

[FuAx] 920 FRAME: HOVE x,y: PRINT CHR$(23l}; 

;SqAm] 930 GOTO 630 

[Hifiat 940 IF tu^ll THEXT 950 ELSE RETURN 
[CpAx] 950 LOCATE 16, 10 : PKINT'GAME OVER" 
[BxAs] $60 FOR t-l TO 2000 NEXT 
[HnAk] 970 CXS 

[AoCl] 9S0 LOCATE 1,1: PRINT "After your 30 throws you 

Haw a total score of" ; score- 
. Lt.l>j ] 990 PRINT' Which represents an average- of score 

/10, : PRINT points in every round or" ; score/ 30 

. : PRINT" points for every throw." 
[DtBo) 1000 PRINT : PRINT" Press any key to play again 
[CkAq] 1010 CALL S,miB 
IPrrAi] 1020 HUN • 



TYP 



Newcomers to Typclm ramp I am that, because 
they don't understand what the lines do, they 
don't know how to debug i correct) their programs. 
What s needed is a means to ensure that absolute- 
ly anybody can put in a listing and be sure it s 
right Hence AA Type-Righter 

Start typing In the program now {don't bother 
running it until you've read the page) Once it has 
worked, two interception routines are set up to 
intercept printing to the screen and prime? 

Every time the computer notices a carnage 
return Jt adds up all the characters it has printed 
since the CR. and produces a checksum figure. 

So every time you type in a line lor a Type-in 
(don't forget to enter mt to get rid o( Type 
Writer*} you can compare the checksum figure 
with whal'5 printed in the magazine If they re the 
same, then all is well If they're different, then 
what you've typed is nof the same as what's in 
the magazine, and is probably not what the pro 
gram wants or needs. 




WRIT 




However, to help stop you typing them in acci- 
dentally as part of a program, we ll print them - in 
a column - before the program line^ Do remember 
that when you're typing in the listings, the num- 
bers will appear last 

Daft Question 

When first run, the program asks if the 
machine you are using is a 464 If it isn't, or you 
have a 6128 ROM fitted then do hoe answer yes! 
The program will get terribly contused 

If you get a Data Error message, then careful - 
Jy check lines 206*110. Not getting such an error 
does nol necessarily mean that the data is coned 
- if two values were transposed \ht compute! 
would not notice 

When, after typing in the whole listing you 
linally gel checksums appearing alter everything 
you type, type usr to compare the values in the 
magazine with those on the screen (list tft for a 
printer copy works fine too}, 



DON'T PANIC! 

When you get a checksum thai £ differs I from the 
one printed in the magazine, here s what you rJo: 

Type Wnier is very, very sensitive and even 
takes note of swapped characters and embedded 
spaces m lines... 

The spacing m Type tos has been designed to 
make the listing as easy as possible. The text 
never joins back onto the line number: instead a 
complete block of text appear after the line num 
ber 

When a line is too big to run continuously 
along the page, it breaks at either a space or a 
punctuation mark colon, semicolon, comma, 
bracket or full stop 

All tbe characters aie the same widU) in the 
Listings You can count up the number of spaces or 
whatever used m a string simply by counting 
them on a line either below or above tbe one you 
want. 







(JknAv) 


ZOO 


(LxAxi) 


10 "Type-Writer 


(NpBil 


210 


fNkBj) 


20 "by Pat McDonald 


(ClAw) 


220 


{BqAwf 


30 Arcstrad Action Jum 1989 


{EtAV] 


230 


{ElBp) 


40 f 1 ar|=0 : PRINT : INPUT M Am I a 464 (Daft 


(PrAv) 


240 




question* ) " ;hS 


{OvAxJ 


250 


{IsR]} 


50 a=HIMEM -93: MEMORY *-l: RESTORE 200 


[KvAtJ 


260 


(PjAr} 


60 FOR b=a TO a+t5C- 


[CxAV) 


270 


{ArAv ) 


70 READ cS:d=VAL( |B 4"+cS) 


(ExAvl 


280 


{As At] 


SO POKE b.d/e=e+d 


IFVAU) 


290 




90 HEXt b 


(IpAv} 


300 


IBhfix} 


100 IF a O 1056G THEN PRINT ' Error in data 


fJrBj) 


110 




Piust CJiflCk . " " WD 


{NuAl} 


320 




110 IF I^FFSfhS l)- Y LEFT5 icS ■ 1 ) ===" Y" 




330 




THEN POKE h £A4 


(DvBd) 


340 


{AkAo} 


120 z-a+34:#^0 






{A1AM 


130 t-ABS(IOT(i/2S6)) 




350 


(DwAqJ 


140 g=ABS( ( (z/2563 -f}*256J 






{NqA*} 


ISO POKE 1440,0: POKE a+41 P £:POKE a+45g 


| FwAm } 


360 


(eta*} 


160 POKE a+4€.f:PCK£ a+57,g;POKE a+58,f 


fppBp} 


370 


fNkBi} 


170 POKE POKE a + fi£ r f :POKE a+77 s g 






{LxAx) 


180 POKE & + . f POKE a + 65,g-POKE a+&€^f 




380 




190 POKE a490,g:POKE a+91 , f 







P£EK(fcBB5C> 



ASB5C, f 



PEEK(tBL^L-) 



£BD2D f • 



78 4MSTR4D ACTION 



NO PRIZES IF YOU SPOT MORE THAN 52 SPELLING ERRORS 



A & A (ANY & ALL) 
COMPUTERS 





COMPUTERS 

DAKTAKE ST Mratlluttftr 
AMIGA* & Mnisikjjs i-ii 
AMSTRAD Si 28s ICOLCO of MONO) 
AMSTRAD 464 * [COLOUR OR MONOl 
PCW«256. H512 ft 9512^ 
PCW 9512 miih Auto Sheet feeta 
AMSTRAD PC 1512 & 1640 ^ 
( Atw rrplaocnwni toybwrds > 
PRINTE R'S 
AMSTKA3 ) [>nt M,vln\ «f l^tM-v whwl 
STAR DM & DW 
EPSON SALTS I IN I WW 
CITIZEN DM & S.a/v prtncvrs 

ATARI dm &'d\v 
CODDAMOKK [>M [CoL Mono) A DW 
SEIKOSMA I.JM 



AMSTRAD CPC PERIPHERALS 

stkhkh si'KKcn synthesiser 

2S6K SILICON DISC'S 
. 2-ViK MKMokV l lt;k\[>K 
OTSC DRIVES WITH SOmVARK 
STON KKSSWITII MOUSE 
AMX AHT WtTH WOUSE iTrap rural 

utitfrrt;?*s 

JuVsnt KS iVuroaumenU 
RBMERC.tttiS / C ASSEra LEADS ETC ETC 
CPC lo St' ART (Triftl^nl LEADS 
A 464 .664 ,1V 6 12M r nnunlpd iu .1 

SCAR T IV villi uiic p( ouf leach*. 
.Uimivdy tyvo ;i superb <t?l<?ur numiioj 

$ERJ0USSOFTWEAfi 

bud*, a- l. viiki iiiiiibHirt s|k-i uuhl hj: 
£nrirr,i3 buxJiir^ Mil hum" 



I 1'lr.isr rUK lor iU-l-ilK I 

games Glorious. Glamourous & grizzly games 



WE DO-NOT SELL 'TURKEYS" 







CAgg 


BATMAN (?ww Ociv n • 1 M * 




en-x jdnes ■ ■ ■ - i nasr. 


PHONE 


PLRPLE SATl FO I>*1 


11-50 


750 


HGBOCRfff 


II Si) 


ti.75 


GEMIM W1M 


II "m 


7.50 


3D POOL 


II so 


750 


Sl:LTA_\S VfAIZE 








1 1 SU 


7.50 


STORMLORD 


1 L 50 


750 


THUMiKttHIKUS 


1 I 50 


9.75 


LJCESCE ru hJLL 


PIEQNE 


mu\t 




1 1 50 


7 5U 


LuAJj^C OMPILATLOSS 


FKONli 






fe; ih<- him as frjucF 
T3k Frrnih tan do something pel 
ALSO Hn- ltic IiJtil. IT 15 BKilUWr 

Slr.mLt' rMftiv. HoimJ uanu 
Think vuu can plaxvTheti jrtav ihis 

(Jus? trVtisifi) 
More bile than my nurthtrr 111 Law 
Wrillrn by fcsflOux*. Null said 

Ourss I nt-vtr iire*iV up. 
Best Bond Film, [*r*i Bona Came 
Kaailaslu" vou tbt-EiC 
Only [br Ik'^i will do 1 

LOWDS AN L3WDS OV UVEHS IF ¥A WCJNT El AM ITS GOOD HUFF TA KAH AViT; MCE'N 
CHEEP LIKE. AN KWIKK TU. JUS GIV US A SELL OR SOVE DCS-H IN A BAG WtV A STAMP 
ONIT flfAL SEND VA WOT WONTED WIV LOADS A DETAILS OV OWEF CRAZJ COMPU' 
GRUB. TTA KAN. HrTE LETTERS IF YA WONT AN WtAL SEND YA DETAILS OV tOAOSASTUfF 
WEY TEK AKSeSS. VEESA AND OIOMOMD &&HTERD CAUAL DROPtNGS BUTT IFF YA WONT 
\1 KWIKK, THEN NOK A QWOFTA £25^) OFFF THU PflOPPA frrpS PRYCE. AN POSf THg 
CHECKS TU USS. WIV YA DETAYL5. WEYAL PR AY THA PASTEHAK 

A$A COMPUTERS Unn 3^- T# l(o*d li*d Cine. Slatlord Paris 4. T^ro'd Shfo^sh re TF3 38A 
CALCULATION METHOD = GAMES ONLY 



Telephone 0952290547 



i 



TRANCE 



ARE YOU 



TRANCE 



Confused hy She CL?B€ g Boreo OV 03^ Cftarrs"' MiJGgecJ rn6l^caca'7^ Finding yoursefl kx&E 
\r s:range roo-^s lor *e*K& gn erx3 7 ZajpC*Q Oul^ Alienated by yrajf computer' 3 Lost ymi* s*oe 
advenliire'' 

Sbotftd ffrtf J-/is#sr jo a^ly j?? .'ht?se ^juesfitJ.ns /ES >0u rtav# Ta^e/? Ig w^TcAath 

00 nd Selay Aci immM-4irfr r r*m&n$ii^M f& th* I0*ib0rt to yOyf OfQto^i. tin VOU tm 
M ftOfulifto TO , A^mons TRAMCE 

An ¥ onp ta n Cr*Ch it, *o you hm no rtHd to HACK ri. kh# iotylinn if Jn ywr hind*, no 1 1 

1 he -program You will not hiv* Snt i!lm mad Ehir b^h. *orn ihe rshid &r incd m 
♦Oyp ytt. b#o«u» CPC fi£4 6i u«rs am io t» lh* Iii^t to imccumfr to n* So*n 

th€ Pftrze tpfopwionaiiQa* trance jaws 

m ofhflf urordt to Ave* ¥ TRAP*C£ puUM UV Tw#fv« m&^h$ Jtom 

1t4 «irsl HH th* PRIZE lu^d JNCPCASES tytv Suyn^t your imiw on in*«nek»*ad 
t>nTRAMCE ^Oifn ORAWsn toftvft nWTTt$ eo !i^0* Tt»(J ***w. 4 it not *00 T**n *v*v 
loiiowinfl ynti *on WllCfi 1h* OfiZ* O/Ow, OROW GROW - AA 



0 M REMQfi tm 



Od vou know Ehjt tttf AA eic*eO 36 OO0 ? 
tnfw3LPdon/ pnw £9 M *>C P4P «x 
Cftwue* POs lo TRANCE**. 5tOW^v4^ W* . End 
S k*i»v Unco* LN7GPG AA Tel: 0SS27-fiM 



I.KIt« SOFTWARE - Z80t* I OOI KI I. 



Till I i ll 1 11 I Oil VI I lll\K M)L>I I SKKS - flM.l IH^fl 



" Exellent value for money " . " Brilliant package >! , 

that is what Your Sinclair said about the Spectrum version of our Toolkit, 
now availahle for the Amstrad 4tM, §46. and 6128 3 programs in 1. Copies to disc. 
HAS OUR PULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE - NOTHING TO LOSE! 

* SUPERB ASSEMBLER - full screen editor - like a word processor 
Very fast - has its own monitor. 

* TOOLKIT - shows what happens to registers when running 
m/code, plus disassembler debugger, etc 

* CTOS - reverse assembler - changes machine code back into 
a source file - relocate your m/codel 

IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS MANY UNIQUE FEATURES. INCLUDES 
HEX/DEX, LOADER MODE SINGLE STEPPER. HALF THE PRICE OF 
MANYRNALS ' SAE FOR DETAILS ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE 



LERM. DEPT A A. 11 BEACONSRELD CLOSE, WHfTLEY BAY, 
TYNE AND WEAR. NE25 9UW. TEL 091 - 2533615. 



GREAT STRATEGY GAMES 

A superb range of Football & Cricket games 
/soft war e\ f or the spectrum p Commodore & Amstrad 

From Challenge Software (form&rly E &J Software) 

TREBLE CHAMPIONS £9 95 Spec Wf2B : Com 6412S ; Ams CPC 

k STUhHNCLY REALJSIC FQO? 5A1 L "STflAT E-GT GWK- t*ifto W*i Ihs League. iT»FAft*4 Ttt§ 
LtdQv* Ci* 4 Otmw* si Tfl*ns - 1 20 ttob League 'ijams OelJis of OvEP ispg Pijyws Rocum 
r. Le*gyes ALL &vifln?ii ■ La-ajut Cup #Hi HL aid Hrnii -S'Rn^j qv»: 2 Legs ■ F.A Oyp ifKkjd» Ncm Lt»gu« 
■ TrintN* Martsl buy ANV PLAV£R ANY DIVtSlOH - 3 $M Ltv*i$ >$liit ANY Oiviacn ■ SAVE GAME - lm 
M» aslant ■ H«*y« ■ ? h^Mi^ &Jh -{totfMfl * Fih«»Tr*hliifl ■PLUSMUCHtfOflE 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS £8 95 Spec 48/128 : Ams CPC 

THE ll¥T ERNMIQNAL CHALLENGE OF IW E BJfiOPEAN NATIONS C U? ■ Gwwir* NiHOOt Cyp Fomui W1S1 
U RrtOffl Dfi* Cri 92 Se4dld Thuii- Fhtv I LWL RoouHs tfid L«a^»TiH«i ol AiL ft Grflup* -3iKeH8 ft 
Mrie^ RsfHJB - Squad at 2? Pi^wt pigs Qtut Pliyeri - 17 WonP Iburary d! OuaJrtyir^ Group. (Arrjnge 
Ci wU(»i) and Rn#i ■ P!-ji on? n w 9i>prb Fftiturfli and Opomt. EUROPEAN CKaMPIONS hciudK E A J's 
^Jl^ S^rfW which capfejfesi all (hi ACTION. DRAM* 1 TENSION OF !n5BMiBcnal FaelftlH. 

WORLD CHAMPIONS £7 95 Spec 48/126 : Com 64/1 2B : Ams CPC 

* COmFTE WORL& CUP SIMULATION - SActFwiHitft ■ » Pla>VI - QMal^ng &w - £ In kMtfi SuDfi 
0-wplr^ Tibl* - 5#Kt T<w Oopcritntf ■ Eil-i Tm* - (nil ^ound» Pli & £ ip*f - ? Skdl L*k**t* 
. TEXT MATCH SiWULATiON indudir^g - &qc*n9*.G«l T«m K«r*J S FLraM G«flScoi«, If^r y TifM, 
Copnvi FiwKxm. Mfrft CfcA, Pw i w - P L U S mjny rnor* F*i)ur*t. 

CRICKET MASTER £S-9S Spec 43.128 ; Com 64/120 J Ami CPC 

A SUPfRB SIMULATION OF 0** DAT IhTl E HN AlOHALCO UNTl CTCKn tfeW 4 OuUWfl 
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SCREEN VISION 

r£//?A/S KOi//? 
MONITOR INTO 
A COLOUR TV! 



AT THE AMAZING OFFER PRICE of f Cj 

Door 10 0O0f I n $u red del I v e ry a dd £6 INC VAT h wf -35 



USE YOUR AMSTRAD CPC464, CPC664 & 
CPC6128 MONITOR AS A COLOUR TV SET! 

Screen vision is a modem Siate-oMhe-Art" TV Tuner which simply connects 
10 your rronnof gsirkg ;h<? existing lead and converts il to an oulatandmg 
colour 1elev»SNDn 

Scieenvtsion has more features than any other TV Tuner arxJ costs l&as 1 
Each tuner has seven pre -se led push button cnannei selectors separate 
controls for briqnt^ess colour iono and volume and has buitt in Speaker 
Colour and AuiQTiaiiC gain control 

Unlike Olher products. Screenvision also connects lo a host ol olher Mnndors 
should you change your system 
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In the fifth and final part of this 
series, STUART McCOLL 
concludes his examination of the 
CPC's entrails - and ventures a 
guess at what the future holds. 

In the past four months we've covered 
many of the key subjects of computer archi- 
tecture, and - we hope ■ served to demysti- 
fy that "black box" you find yourself hunching 
over well into the wee small hours From a firm 
understanding of binary arithmetic and its sig- 
nificance, up through Logic gales and into the 
more complex computing areas such as flip- 
flops and decoders, you've glimpsed just how 
simple - and I really do mean simple - a micro- 
computer can be 

Jn this, our last instalment, we start with 
something approaching the realms of myth 
There was a time when introductory comput^ 
mg texts assured the reader that their soft- 
ware, however erroneous, could do nothing to 
their computer which couldn't be put right 
with a flick ol the power switch. Although still 
largely true, such remarks should really be 
quasi f ted thus "providing your system is unex- 
panded. and that the peripherals attached do 
not clash with any existing device 

Last month we considered the problem of 
how devices are able to ascertain when the 
CPU wishes to communicate, and reached a 
solution with the introduction o( the address 
decoder. Each device belonging to the system 
is allocated an address, and an address 
decoder is constructed which generates an 
enable signal when the system control and 
address lines Indicate that the CPU wishes to 
instigate some form of data transfer with the 
device. 

When designing computer architecture, 
assigning addresses to devices is initially a 
largely arbitrary process - often considered 
from the viewpoint of minimising the hardware 
required for building the address decoders. 
When adding a peripheral to an established 
system, however, n is imperative that the 
address space of the new decoder is unique Co 
that device. 

Beware! 

What would happen if two decoders clash 7 
Suppose you buy a wonder box - a real time 
clock, say. which interfaces to your computer 
aL address FOOOjg. which returns the time with 
a READ operation, and sets the time with a 
WRITE operation 

Unknown to you, however, your ulua-fab 
serial loystsck port (which is input only), has 
also been assigned this address, and has been 
designed to return the state ol the joystick 
with a READ operation, while ignoring ail 
WRITE operations. Perhaps you can see that 



we're heading for trouble... 

You switch on your computer. All is fine 
The joystick and clock interfaces are sitting 
idle, waiting for the CPU to chat with them. 
Following the instructions in the manual, you 
set the time on the clock with either one, Of 
more OUT (frFOO0|,tiine operations Now. to 
check its working, you type PRINT 1NP 
f&FOOO} or something similar, expecting the 
time r accurate to so many microseconds, to be 
displayed m glorious techmcolour Instead, 
alarming wisps of smoke cud lugubriously 
from the back, and - if you 1 re lucky - your joy- 
stick and clock interfaces are dead If you re 
luck is out. yooU be reaching for the nearest 
mail-order computer mag. So the old adages 





not: LrS^o 








Do Hat lk# 


FCXX 




T DXX 






Expansion Bus 


F9xx 


F8xx 




r rxx 


DDT ^nn^wuil 


FBxx 


PPI Port C 


FSxx 


PPI Port B 


F4xx 


PPI Port A 


F3xx 






Do Not Use 


FQxx 




EFxx 


Print Latch 


EExx 






Do Not Use 


EOxx 




DFxx 


Expansion MM Sctat 


DExx 






Do Not Us* 


COxx 




BFxx 


CBTC Data In 


BExx 


CRTC Status 


BDxx 


CRTC Data Out 


BCxx 


CRTC Reg Slot 


BBxx 






Do Not Use 


GOxx 




TFxx 


Video Gate 


TExx 


■ < 




Do Not Use 


00XX 





y Figure 1 ; inr>er peripheral 



about it "not mattering how bad a programmer 
you are" go out the window the moment you 
stick your fust black box auto expansion 
bus. 

But what happened? Both the joystick port 
and clock port attempted to drive the highway 
(data bus) simultaneously Result short cir- 
cuits and beautiful blue smoke galore 

Address maps 

Some processors fail to distinguish any differ- 
ence between addressing main memory and 
hardware. Although simpler, this approach 
restricts the address space which can subse 
quently be used by memory, in which your pro- 
grams are eventually stored - and when H 
comes to marketing computers, the Ks count. 
The smarter processors f includ-ng the 780 fam- 
ily) provide additional control signals indicat- 
ing whether memory oi eh: I/O device is cur 
[tatty being addressed. The Z8Q in your CPC 
actually has two such signals and if you look 
at a pin-out (back of your user manual), you'll 
see them Bsted as IORQ and MREQ. If you're in 
doubt as to the- nature of a processor, consult 
its machine instruction set. The smarter chips 
have different instructions for accessing mem 1 
ory and hardware, the latter often via 
iNPinVQUTPUT. 

Memory penpheraL or I/O maps are used 
to keep track of where each device is to be 
found in the available address space Although 
the names are often used synonomously, "I/O" 
and peripheral become obsolete when using 
a processor which doesr. 1 distinguish hard- 
ware from memory - for example the popular 
68Q0/6802 microprocessors have a single 64K 
address space which has to include ROM. RAM 
and the usual collection of external parapher 
naJia. Conversely many processors, such as the 
Z80. have two distinct maps a peripheral map 
which shows device address allocation, and a 
memory map which illustrates how the exter- 
nal memory is organised by the operating sys- 
tem 

Even on an unexpanded CPC there are 
many inner peripherals attached to the GPU, 
each accessible via then assigned addresses, 
Figure 1 illustrates the basic CPC I/O address 
map, "xx" meaning the value of the lower byte 
dOtfsn i ihi^h matte] - anything ju the range 
OQ-FF addressing the peripheral indicated by 
the upper eight bits It may seem complicated, 
and it s certainly not an "ideal peripheral map 
from the user viewpoint, but it's arranged this 
way to minimise the amount of haidwaie used 
in the address decoding - after all. more hard- 
ware often means a bigger and ultimately more 
expensive computer. 

Tbose considering constructing then own 
peripherals have to find some way to interface 
it with the computer system - and that means 
Imding an address which hasn't already been 
allocated With the CPCs this unfortunately, is 
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not the end of the story. There ate actually fur- 
ther restrictions imposed on user peripheral 
interfacing, resulting from the way the tower 
byte of the address is decoded These are list- 
ed in the box on User Peripheral Address 
Spaces - along with the addresses which sat if y 
these criteria and are safe to use m your pro- 
jects 

We now know where to put our penpher* 
als t and how to interface their registers Lo a 
microprocessor based computer system, which 
is simply (that word again) a CPU. memory, 
and externa] peripheral devices accessed via a 
multitudinous collection of address decoders. 
Since peripherals , whether a keyboard or state 
of the art video-chip, clearly make a computer, 
before concluding ihLS introduction, we'll Lake 
a brief look at the two 
very distinct categories 
into which most periph- 
erals fall 



Fast and faster 

Consider the conditions 
required for effective 
data transfer with memo- 
ry Two popular peripher- 
als, falling nicely into 
each category, are the 
keyboard and disk drive 
- and we ll begin with 
the simple Programmed 
I/O keyboard and its 
modest requirements 

Programmed I/O act- 
ually refers to the way in 
which data moves 
between memory and 
peripherals Devices 
employing this method 
transleT data under con- 
trol of a program, or 
sequence of machine 
instructions, which the 
CPU executes 

At this point let's introduce another bit of 
the control bus INTR - the Interrupt Request 
This is an input (with respect to the CPU), the 
status of which is reflected in an interna) CPU 
register This register is inspected by the CPU 
at the end of each instruction cycle if it finds 
an interrupt to have occurred, it halts execu 
lion of the current program, stores the program 



User peripheral 
address spaces 



There are three User Peripheral Interfacing 
restrictions: 

(1 J II bit 7 is LOW Erie disk drive is selected 
(2} If frit 6 is LOW a reserved f unction is 
selected 

i.3 1 And ri bit S is LOW a communications 

channel is selected. 
The addresses available lor user address 
decoder* are: 
FBEO-FBFF 
FAEO-FAFF 
F9EO-F9FF 
FSEG-F8FF 

If you analyse ihe tan patterns lor (he avail- 
able addresses you'll see mat bits 
0.1,2,3-EW may be used freely, providing up 
to 64 1 0 channels, If simple OH -related par- 
tial decoding js used. 6 channels are avail- 
able 
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select 



FIFO 


Result 


F F 
F T 
T F 
T T 


ft+B 

INC A 

DEC A 
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* Figure 2: ALU dilemma. A simple CPi) h#£ an ALU with 
tour operaikiris. two input twsses and an output bu$. The 
required operations are listed in ite table. Can you design 

I ft* IO£EC? You can ll you've bWn Iq-I lowing tnzrtfe our r 



counter {PC) onto the 
stack and jumps to a 
special address in mem- 
ory at wtoch is stored a 
sequence of machine 
instructions, or. moie 
commonly, an interrupt 
Service Routine (ISfi) 

So. you press a key 
on Uro keyboard The 
keyboard hardware first 
works out which key 
you pressed, and then 
stores this character in 
a register devoted to 
the task The interface then raises an interrupt 
by making the INTR line TRUE The CPU - 
recognising an externa] 
device wants to interrupt 

- stores the PC (and, 
depending on the particu- 
lar processor peihaps the 
general registers, too} 
before branching to the 
ISR 

What the ISR does 
depends on the particular 
system, but it s generally 
a short subroutine which 
polls - in order of priority 

- the status registers of all 
recognised devices When 
it encounters a device 
requiring attention - this 
probably being the one 
which originally interrupt 
ed - it branches to a fur- 
ther subroutine dedicated 
to managing that partial 
lax peripheral. Continuing 
the keyboard example, its 
ISR typically consists of an 
INPUT instruction to read 
the external keyboard reg- 
ister and a WRITE instruc- 
tion to send this character to a keyboard buffer 
maintained in RAM by the OS. 

Because all data is routed through the CPU 
when servicing such devices there is often a 
high drop-oft in overall system performance 
Luckily, an alternative is available, in the guise 
of Direct Memory Access (DMA). 



Direct Memory Access 

Consider the I/O requirements of a disk 
drive ]; spins so fast that even if the 
transfer was given 100% of CPU time, a 
computer would be unable to match 
the rapid transmission speeds. To cir- 
cumvent this restriction, DMA is used. 
DMA interfacing uses two further bits 
ol the control bus: BUSRQ and BUSAK, 
standing respectively for Bus Required 
and Bus Acknowledge. Peripherals 
such as disk drives use these control 
lines to eliminate the CPU from the 
data transfer operation. That's why it is 
known as Direct Memory Access 
When a device interface makes BUSRQ 
true, the CPU places all its outputs into 
the high impedance 2-siaie, effectively 
disconnecting them from the system 




busses. All that is, but BUSAK. which it makes 
true, thereby informing the peripheral that it 
now has control over the busses A typical 
DMA peripheral interface is illustrated in 
Figure 3 

h normally consists o( a simple processor, a 
few programmed I/O registers and. of course, 
an address decoder When the interface 
obtains control of the busses, the dedicated 
processor transfers the data between memory 
at high speed Upon completion, it returns con* 
trol to the CPU by making BUSRQ false 

Last but not least 

You may have noticed that the Arithmetic 
Logic Unit (ALU) hinted at in AA4B lias noi, in 
fact, been discussed Instead, we thought a lit- 
tie teaser would do you good, and lest how 
closely you've been paying attention Figure 4 
illustrates the problem, and the solution is 
plastered throughout the contents of this sen 
ahsation. Good luck - but you don't really need 
it • 



Shape of things 
to come? 

k used lo be the case thai a programmer ne«T 
ed a strong technical knowledge ol the host 
machine and its language. 

However, things are changing Fast, high 
level languages ( HLLs.i are now almost univer 
sally accepted, allowing programmers to work 
on a variety of machirtes with the minimum of 
translation difficulties - from a CPC to an B038G 
state of the art PC. 

A similar revolution in hardware design is 
surely due, A good computer will then become 
the result ol true creativity and original it v not 
just ponderous technical achievements by the 
boffins. 

Software packages may soon display ban- 
ners such as "Design your own computer - no 
technical background necessary" 1 

For computers can be as complicated or as 
simple as we choose lo make them. Designers, 
alter all. just benij la the clamour of public 
demand. AA could easily be filled with techni - 
cal bits and bobs - but who would read it? 
Certainly not as many as do now! 

On the other band, our whistle stop to u r 
gives you a firm technical foundation, and - 3 
hope - a desire to unearth more copper clad 
secrets. 
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QUALITAS PLUS 

You; primer v;as an expensive buy - why not make the most of it? 
Quaiiias Plus can greatly enhance your printing, without losing Hi 
convenience and power of your word processor. Just look at these features... 

• On Limned NLQ fonts! Two pjca, one elite, one italic and one 
proportional are supplied for starters • all are suitable for word 
processing and business use If these aren't enough you can 
design your own with the easy-to-use font editor supplied or 
obtain extra fonts from us - see below. + 

• Normal AND double height printing! You can have both 
within a document Each font can also be printed in 

rundriLsrrs rjciMndrr.;. subscript superscript underlined and 
emphasized using standard Epson codes - all m NLQ 

• Micro- justification! Lines can be justified with equal 
spaces between words, even with proportional fonts, 
and haid spates can be embedded. Tabbing is possible 
even with proportional fonts 

• Co resident with host program! Edit your document and then 
just punt it* using all the powerful features of your word 
processor, eg print formatting, character redefinition, and even 
mail merge (try doing this with a desktop publisher') You do 
NOT have to save files to disc fust' 

• Very compatible! Works with nearly all 9 pm Epson -compatible 
printers, including the CP30 and the MT80, but not the DMPI or 
HR5 Compatible with Advanced Amsword, Masterftle III. 

Mmj Office II (CFC6128 or equivalent only), Protext (except CP/M 
Plus but see below). Tasword. and your own BASIC programs 

Qualitas Pius \WSH impioved version 2) is puat £16.95. The MEW OuahLas Font 
Library adds an amazing 30 extra fonts for only €14.95 (requires 8-bu printer 
port) The Utility Pack for CP/M Plus allows Qualitas to run under CPrtA Plus 
(eg with Protext) and costs £9 95 Latest KDS 8-bii punter port MK3 - £18 95 
Lfpgiades (send us your master disc). Guatas Plus version 1 to version 2 - 
£4 95, any Font Pack to complete Font Libiary - £6.95 
All programs disc only Piease state your computer, printer and word processor 
UK orders post free (Europe add £1, elsewhere add £2 airmail) 

'* i can t stand the DMP2000s ugly NLQ print and many other printers have the 
same problem. The definitive cure is Ouaiitas Plus. Provided your printer is 
compatible, it is one of the best buys you will ever make " * WACCI May 19B8 

Seven Stars Publishing. Dept A A. 
34 Squirrel Rise. Ma Now. 
Bucks SL7 3PM. Tel: 06284 3445 
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ZEpASM ROM tlfliS 

Tha fwtfrasienai ZGfl T«kI Ediio* As&em&ter S&fam momx* Supers: 280 asuaenbiw {200 
lines second' S^ppDl* pag* siAnTn ng on 6 J 28 mac"" 1 ^* yrj go, ryl m X | 4*utce in tn&ft^yy al 
:he &ama bmt 

OimiiQEffiLQf M&NT CMTOOfliE 

The Ultimate macfiinfl axle iooi Stoo Any pr^am Aryj.^ by a pn&ss <n a Ixjtion m* roe*n<jnf 
remains irfl«t and con &e uwtf to Tape Disc (Sroiigowa i'aced roovw dsasser^&Ma e i c 

EPflOM PROGRAMMER KIT tlTJfl 
TUMlifii your lavquf || programs i8a&c Mac- «ne Code an £ a-e - Pi ograms 2764 27 1 zs t2 5 
0# 21 voir Eptems Powe^lui but easy tn use sc^.Tf- K : - " ^: ~ "ca* E*tmg Ven<C3l«n 
Single or mock programming 

FfiB Bf IHlNFft CfflTRETOE tiM5 

De*^n (joj^w vdati pfiniod e*eui1 bod-os quicUy ea* P Ovc -c fa^-dard i**itv 1 t or 
fet scale Predefined [MlS * IDC connectors Auto Rotf'ng Zk^ Etff *4C. Too many KjOC 
lions 10 iisl here 

PASCAL COMF LER RQ!U tlJfcjB 

Cvr pascal cofnp^er »& easy to u» iwlaM* lor tht absolute btgmr a-d j*'qci*c« stand aim 
Machine cdOV Does NOT require CPU 
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John Morrison Dept (AAJ 
Rein Gardens, Tsngley, West Yorkshire, WF3 1JH 
Telephone (0S32) 537 507 S.A.Etor further infotmafkm 
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Yes making money wih your Amsirad becomes inadAfltal wtien yog *no* no* 
Yoor imcco is, <i only you knew it a go»d ^ine The size and maka r$ irrelevant 
Make the initial etfon NOW t>y slarting you 1 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

Thrs tfte mas; j^wwrfanf rrwv* rou mfl «wr mafttf.' 

REMEMBER You'll never gel rich by digging someone else's "draff Anyone in |ha 
country. incPudmg YOU. can become very nch in a restively shon period ol Irme just 
by domg a lew basic 1 rungs' It s more rewarding ihan paying games. The benelrts 
are many and varied Full er pan time Fch FREE delays sero S A E lo. 
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FQP ALL SPECTfluM^. AMSTHAOCPC J 



tumnooN hk at cie w *or all 

PCWS, SPi CTRUMS CO«HOOOPE 
M1» AM9THAD CPC'9, ArASTRAD !>BM 
COMPATIBLE PC'S 



Onftflfrang' Alhp*H*'i iWk^n 4^ 



p-w *t#l# *^rvfi Prm^ i±ir> cTisc ^fv 



* SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISK OH TAPE CONTAIr*»r+G * 
BOTH COURSE MASTER A POOLSMASTEfl - TAPE £3 1-95 - DrSK C34 « 



INTHASET I id. (DEfT a A) PREEPOST NO. 10 Woodstde Ave. 
Clnylon-Le Woods. Chorloy, L*nc«, PR6 70P 



The cheapesl way to play Ihem all. 

Top games titles for Amstrad, Commodore, 
Spectrum and Amiga. 

Please state system 
Please send large SAE tor details to 

Matrix Leisure Club, Dept AA, 
271 Stansted Road, Bishops Stortford 
Herts CM23 2BT 



Ar m ^ High Quality Repairs 
^ m ^\ Low Inclusive Prices 
^ a^ <^^^ The Logical choice! 
Technical Services 

REPAIRS A" repairs guaranteed 4 months .prices 

Amsirad CPC 464 £21 .90 quoted apply to any single lault * and 

AmsiradCPC 6128 £24.90 are inclusive ol parts, labour and VAT. 

Free return carnage lor UK mail order 

ACCESSORIES customers, CPC 6128 Rom mslallalion 

CPC Si 28 Rom E17.9Q service amiable, only C8 00. 

64 ik Ram Pack £43. 90 ^ :. . c t uc ies replacement of complete 

MP2 Modulator £27.90 ke bQ ^ or dlSh dfive as$emb i ies 

Printer Cable E8.80 ( ,4 es „ ma|g g , tfen) 

VSE Technical Services (Dept 104), Unit 6, 
8 Nursery Road, London SW9 8BP. Tel 01-737-0234 



CHEAT MODE 



They don't call him PAT McDONALD... Why? Because It's TRENTON WEBB, that's why! 




' Kiss me Haitiy will HWH N th* tall 
Captain Ace Gunn Ag*un. tweause MIKE 
baa come up m\h a ruftly liflle pokettt f 
ty 

Time 10 |M m*an wttft ihos* big bl 
because wiin xhts poke you become a 
in Tcngen 5 Xybots DESK 

1 4 >CYBOTS Diak 

2 by MiJt* Wonq 

3 Amat»d Action Oat 89 
10 NODE 2 PRINT Insert ,v ; 
20 PRINT XYBOT5 dl»lt. . 
30 FOR n-*BE30 TO t3EA9 
40 READ a$:a»VAL( * +*$) 
50 KWE n a c«c+* MEXT 
60 IF 603338 THEN ISO 
70 CALL iSJfll 8 CALL &BE&G 
BO PATA 21 9d. be, U, 40. 00 
90 DATA 45.01. ld.OQ.«d,bti 
100 EATA c9,21.a0,Ol.»5.Ll 
110 DATA 0Q, 00,0*1 41.tff,5a 
120 DATA CC. 21, 53 . 00. 22 . OS 
130 DATA oi,c9,if,32*lf.72 
140 DATA c3.bO.04, 3c.c?0,07 
150 WNT'^rror • " • 




Time and tide wait for no matt, unless, 
that ih, Julian Page of Somerset has 
gotten to them first. Thirst no more, 
and always have infinite time on your 
hands to complete Total Eclipse by 



1 'TOTAL ECLIPSE Disk 

2 By Jul i An Fag* 

f3 For Araatrad Action Oct 89 

10 MOOS 1 

20 KMQRY 41B15 

30 PRINT' 1 INSERT TOTAL ECLIPSE" 

40 FRUIT 'DISC AND PRESS A KEY" 

50 CALL £BB03 CALL *BBQ6 

60 U*D TCCCOI" 

70 A5= No H»*rt F»Uun v 

B0 OOSUB 200 ] IF NOT a THEN 110 

9-0 PORE 47609, 0:FOKE 46A4C,0 

100 POKE «6BAC P 0 

110 a$= No Tin Limit" 

120 GQSUB 200: IF NOT a THEN 160 

130 b=*4 3CA9 POKE b. 0 

140 KMC b+1.0:POKt b+2,0 

150 POn 4*770. *« 

160 IKK 0. 0: MK 1.0 

170 IKK 2 0 IKK 3,0 

160 LOAD "t«con acr r iCOOO 



Incentive, Don't get so excited it's only 
a poke, and anyway he's stopped any 
heart attacks and made you immune to 
poison gas as well! Disk 



190 CALL 41B16 
200 PRINT CALL 1BB03 
210 FRIW *9; " Y/W *~ 
220 t>S~ WTLE b$-"*~ 
230 b$*LCMER$f TOKENS) 
240 WND 

250 a^(b$- y ) RETURNS • 





Have a smashing time courtesy of Sale s very own MIKE 
WONG Netherworld from Hewson will nether IgetidiK) 
be the um$ again, with the gift d M inite 
smasheRfrillers. tags of time and immortality too. 
Wbat more coutd a cursor dream of? Tape Method 1. 







UO DATA 




X ' NFTHEM#»LD Tape 


c»p21. 19,00.22, 5b 




2 METHOD 1 


150 DATA 




3 by Mike Wong 


41 P e3,cO,3f l*a\a7 




4 ' Amstrad Action Oct 89 160 DATA 




10 NODE 2:MMDRY 43FBF 


32 r 74,21,32. 28,23 




20 FOP n^fiBESO TO kBEBl 


170 DATA 




30 READ «$:*4AL 


3*. 00.32.bf ,27, is 




40 POKE n r a:c=c+a:NEXT 


180 DATA 




50 IF c<>3805 THEN 250 


00 r 0€ i 0a, 21. 18.a7 




60 FOR n»l TO 3 


190 DATA 




70 READ aS.p q PMttT a$; 


36,09,23, 36-09,11 




GO INPUT (y/A)";oS 


200 DATA 




90 IF a$-"y THEN 110 


04,00,19, 10, f5,c3 




100 POKE £BE9Q+p.q 


210 DATA 00.01 




110 NOT : LOAD" rr : CALL 


220 DATA INF 




HMfe 


SM^HBE^/ICILIJERS 




120 DATA 


230 DATA 7 r *3d, INF 




21. 9d.be, 11.40. 00 


LIVES, 15,1 




130 DATA 


240 DATA 990 TIME, 20, 16 


45, 01* 2b ,00,ed.bO 


250 PfclNT'Error . " 


• 



\MSTHAD ACTION 



Space, the final front ear (shurely 
shome mishtake ?~ edj... Now 
AA boldly goes in search of all 
those Commanders - from harm- 
less, through above average, right 
up to elite - willing to share their 
knowledge. Take it away, 
TRENTON! 



Sine* the idea of an Elite Players Club was mooted 
bath m we've been deluged mxh mail 
detailing adventures in Firebird's galaxy spanning 
epic. So welcome to The Elite Players Club (EPCi. 
officially launched in this historic issue. May God 
bless her and ail who sail in her 

£hte {Ma siergame, naturally) was first 
reviewed way back in AA5, but the sheer longevi- 
ty of the game and reputation it has continued to 
enjoy has astonished everyone. Faced with com 
ments like Of course il l t good (dear from 
Commander McQuameand Mega wicked 1 by 
Commander Rou yheen. how could AA not start the 
EPC mi still bold its bead up high? 

Archangel Dan Date identified one of the many 
reasons (or the EPC: "I can just remember the day 
when I came across the message Mayday Coroiius 
in danger!' Al the time (not so long ago! it was Like 
being in space, I was frantic with nowhere to go 
and with no one to call on lor assistance! I was 
lucky. 1 passed the test and made Elite 1 on May 



j ■ 



20th 2l00hrs. Anbedi, Galaxy Five and I d only 
joined the ranks of harmless traders in September 
the previous year. 

Since then f 've ploughed my way through the 
galaxies and life has been very quiet... E am now in 
galaxy Eight. What I'd like to know what comes 
netf 7 Wbai are tbe other two missions? When do 
you finish?" 

The EPC exists to fill the gap that left 
Commander Dare vulnerable. The club has the 
potential to build up into a network of Elitists 
throughout the country Over the months there 
will also be a series of reprints of all the old Elite 




hints and tips so you can build up the ultimate 
space traveller's guide to tile the universe and 
thargoid dietary habits 

The EPC is your club, so telE us what you 
want! To get things rolling we ve compiled a list 
ol Elitists who want to spread the woid share 
tips, ad vice and the like Featuring The Mega Poke 
this month means there's no zoom loz tips but 
they will mo$t definitely form a regular part of the 
column We 11 be giving away CIS pounds worth 
of software for the best advice cheat each and 
every month, so send in your tips when you sign 
up for the EPC [f you want your name added to 
the Elite Rosier ail we 
need to know is you and 
your commander "s 
name, your rating and. if 
you can, telephone num- 
ber Of course if you 
want to tell us more 
we ll be eager to read it. 

With the game s 
re -emergence on 
Ocean s Supreme 
Challenge compilation, 
there are a whole new 
generation of comman- 
ders out there venturing 
into space The EPC is 
both Ear the " deadly" 
pilots and for harmless 
traders, so regardless of 
your rating write in 
now 1 



ROSTER • ELITE ROSTER • ELITE ROSTER t ELITE ROSTER 



Commander Gibson 

Rating Unknown 
Alias; Lawrence Gibson 
Portsmouth, Hants. 

* 0705 2629B4 

Commander: The 
Evil One 

Rating Dangerous 
Alias: Jonathan Pearson, 
44 Lavinia Rd, 
Cosport. Hants 
^ I need some tips to get 
past the flashing ships - 
i think iAey're pirates, 
perhaps 7 " 

Archangel Dan Dare 
Rating Unknown 
Alias Colin Kirk wood 
Ayr. Scotland 

* 0292 287348 

~ Hello to Ylooire, m 
galaxy three " 

Commander 
Sturgess 



Rating Dangerous 
Ahas James Sturgess 
HQTadburnRd, 
Rornsey, Hampshire 
SOSl 8HS 

Commander Piranha 
Rating- Deadly 
Alias. Richard Town send 
London SW18 
01 874 366 
What are missions 
three and four about?" 

Commander Prang 
Rating Deadly 
Alias Kevin Thomas 
Exeter Devon 
0392 61 938 
Why do I always seem 
to find Thargotd 
Invasion Fleets m the 
next system I hyper 
space to 7 " 

Commander Dooher 
Rating: Dangerous 



Alias T Doohei 
Leicester. 
0*33 872293 
Ring after live " 
Commander 
Rouyheen 
Rating: Dangerous 
Alias C Rouyheen 
Manchester. 
061 7751814 
" WhaVs an ArchangeP* 
Commander Hawkeyc 
Rating: Dangerous 
Alias Graham Crabb 
London 1GB 
01 5057315 

" Where's planet Solega 
on Galattcchan rwo 7 " 
Commander Boba Fetl 
Rating Deadly 
Alias SB Roberts 
Cardiff 

Cardiff 614126 

Commander Douglas 



Rating Deadly 
Alias Craig R Douglas 
Seaharn. Co Durham 
m 526063% 

Archangel Street 
Rating Elite 
Alias Chns Street, 
43 Ridgedale Rd, 
Bolsover. Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire S44 STX 

Commander Bloggs 
Rating Deadly 
Alias Simon Fogiel 
Aberdeen. Scotland 
0224 635812 
" Call between 4 and JO 
pm 

Commander Swindells 

Rating Harmless 
Alias Adam Swindells 
Peusey. Wilts. 
0672 63465 

Commander McGuairie 

Rating Unknown 



Alias: James Grant 
McOuame 
hfe, Scotland. 
041 M25922 

Commander Honka 

Rating Dangerous 
Alias Chns Hayes 
Southampton, Hants 
G703 5B3175 
'Dangerous m three 
days play, not bad eh r 

Commander Walters 
Rating Deadly 
Alias: David Waiters 
0405 69240 
"Advice given for rm$ 
sion one, two and on the 
cloaking device ' 

Commander Ryder 
Rating Unknown 
Alias Richard Beafoy 
Walsgrave, Coventry. 

0203 619564 

Ring evenings only. " 



Far on % Mi eu 



ELITE GET! 
ULTIMATE I 



Here, Commanders one and all is the ultimate in 
Elite pokes. First featured way back in and 
now reprinted by popular demand (petitions, 
requests, begging letters - but precious few 
cheques), gives you the power to do almost any- 
thing you wish in Firebird's classic. Type in lines 
1-130 inclusive to get into the program. Then select 
the pokes you want operative and type them in 
using the corresponding line number (if you choose 
you can ignore the REM statements, which just 
indicate what the poke statement does), When 
you've typed in the lines you want finish off the 
poke with line 520. Then put the game disk in the 
drive and type ron. 

L 1 Elite - disk 
10 'Jtast«d Action Oct 99 
W 'Ttwita to Adrian Forbes 
30 ' 

40 MODE 1 BORDER 0::NK 0,0 
47 | USER. £ 

50 BJK 1,24: INK 2, 15; INK 3.6 

m window *M4,26. 1212 

1® WINDOW i2,14 r 2G. 12,14 

30 LOAD ccranon2 k " , i G000 

90 OKWOUT'd" 

100 MEMDRy Jt83F 

110 CLOSECUT 

120 LCAD lixgeaxx 

130 LCAD qccTOFUut' .41A40 

140 ■*■*■ Iwtaflt byperspica **** 




i 



SB 
HTi 
ON 
I EH 

Icza 

145 POKE 1 4C5fi . 24 

146 poke twnvi 

150 ***** Inf fuftl 
170 POKE UF02.0 
180 ***** Inf miss 
190 POKE *3e2p,0 



1 , ■i> /< 




200 ***** no hyp range linit ■«■ 
210 PC&E £4G080;FOKE £4C12,0 
220 const galac 3^ **** 

230 POKE £4BFA r 0 

240 ***** toast escap pod **** 

250 POKE £3849,4 

2jgg ■**** cargo lots on un of «c * 

210 POKE S33S*. 0 

2|0 ***** to an«gy i 0S4 **** 

290 POKE &35CB.0 

300 No lrai ttrnp riio *»** 

310 poke tmatti 

320 '*»** Om hit to ojsatroy ihip* **** 
330 POKE &7AA8.0 

3 W ***** Sf**t launch th&cgoids **** 
350 POKE £&9€B,0 

360 **** Kiss able- to blew up spst ■* 

370 POKE 48A8F.0 

380 Closing (Y) "** 

POKE £4902, £21: POKE fi490&, if 6 : POKE £4908,40 
400 ***** Inf credits **** 
410 POKE 4FE18.3:P0K£ 4FE8G,£18 
420 ECM jann^r ■*** 

430 POKE , fil8 : POKE £48C3,0 

440 POKE *4SCD r 0 
450 ***** CtoMt energy bonfc **** 
4G0 POKE &2FGA,0 
470 R*movi» flash **** 

4B0 POKE £2F7A,£E9 
450 ***** Make indestructible *•** 
500 POKE £7fi7C,£0:PGKE t7B61,0:PCKE £ IE 63,£C3 
510 ***** start prog **** 



520 CALL A1C82 • 



CALLING ALL THE HEROES! 

YotjVe worlced hard lo attire your knowledge: why not share il? And white 
you're at it, why not register for the Elite rosier? Write now lo; The EWe Club, 
Amstrttt Atfi&fi, 4 Queen St, Bath BAl 1EJ. 




CHEAT MODE 





Helping the worm to cum PHIL HOWARD of Mapper ley 
gives the fly boys and jeepsters a chance to strike back in 
Virgin s great shoot'em up Silkworm. Just to be fair both 
warriors get immortality, for a silky smooth trail to victory. 
Tape Method 1 



1 ' $i lkhOhh tape 

2 by Phil Howard 

3 INFINITE LIVES 

4 Arastrad Action Oct 
10 DATA 21 . 

20 DATA 3fi, QE, 23, 36. BE, C3 
30 DATA D9. 99, 21, IT. BE. 22 
40 DATA 4E, 0B.A6.DD 
50 DATA 21.B8 A8. 11, C2 . 00 
SO DATA CD. 47 A8, 21.2A.SE 
70 DATA 22, 76, A9« C3 ( E2, AS 
SO DATA 3E..00, 32, 69, 4D.C3 
30 DATA YE, 99 
100 y^O ] MEMORY tSOOO 
110 FOR x=4BE00 TO 4BE31 
120 READ iS:isVaL( rt t"+a5) 
130 POKE x, a : y=y+a : NEXT 
140 IF yOAl623 THEN 170 
150 LOAD "5 1 LKWOTM " 
160 CALL 4BE0D 
170 PRIWTdata trror!" • 




Red Cheat on fled Heat as 
Arnie SchwEiTzencgger gets 
some real muscle in the 
form of infinite energy and 
bullets. PHIL HOWARD 
helps us all to stop the traf- 
fic in drugs and increase the 
traffic to the morgue Tape 
Method 1 



' RKDHKPiT -ape 

'by Phil howard 
"INFINITE ENERGY 
"Amstrad Action Oct 6 9 
1 INFINITE BULLETS 




1 
2 
3 
■i 

5 
6 1 

10 DATA 21.26 BD 36.C3,23 
20 DATA 36,0E,23, 36, BE, C3 
30 DATA 9E, 9A,21,17 H BE,22 
40 DATA 56,A6 P C3 r 0F,A6,DD 
50 DATA 21,C0,afl. 11. B2,00 
60 DATA CP. 4F.A8. 21 2A, BE 
70 DATA 22,70,A9 P C3,eA,ai 
BO DATA AF, 32, ££ P 4C P 32, OS 
90 DATA 56 r 32 r 12, 56 r C3,Q0 
100 DATA 20 
110 y^O : MEMORY 45000 

120 FOR K=l£EQ0 TO 4BE36 

130 READ aS:a^UALr«"+t$) 

1*0 POKE x,a;y=y+a:NEXT 

150 IF yOilSAl THEN 180 

160 LOAD 1 1 RED HEAT" 

170 CALL 4SB0Q 

160 PRIST'ckta error' • 





x 



X 



PC 



TM 




Bad news for Dragon Ninja with this tasty poke from MIKE 
WONG of Sale. It gives Ocean s quite naughty dudes the 
chance to turn real mean: the options are infinite lives, ener- 



gy, time and. or credits. Is rescuing the President that impor- 
tant though? Chew it over when you finish the game! 
Tape Method 1, 





170 


DATA 


00, 00,22 P 4d r a6 x 21 


1 k BAD DUDES tape 


100 


DATA 


a0 r be, 22,50, a<5,c3 


2 * by Mike Wong 


190 


DATA 


00. a6. dd. 21 . ba. a8 


3 ' Jims trad Action Oct S9 


200 


DATA 


U.db.OO cd 49, aS 


10 MODE 1:MEM3RY 


210 


DATA 


21,b3,ba,22,G3,*9 


20 FOR fi=4BE80 TO £BEE8 


220 


□ATA 


C3 F «4, a8 F 3e, a?, 32 


30 READ *S :*=VAL S) 


230 


DATA 


l€,lf r 32,51,22. 3e 


40 POKE n,a;c=c+a:NEXT 


240 


DATA 


a7, 32, S4 r ld, 3a, 00 


50 IF e<>1010D THEN 360 


250 


DATA 


32 1 c£,13 i 32 1 dS.13 


60 FOR n=l TO 4 


260 


DATA 


3a,a7, 32,07,15,21 


70 READ a£.p,q 


270 


DATA 


db.be, 11, 45 r 5to, 01 


B0 PRINT" Inf ,h +a$+" (y/n)"; 


280 


DATA 


0a r 00 r ad r b0 r c3,00 


90 INPUT a$ 


290 


DATA 


80,4d r 49 r 4b,45 , 20 


100 IF a$= J y THEN 120 


300 


DATA 


S7 P 4£,4e,47 r 20,5b 


110 POKE &H£00+f>,q 


310 


DATA 


20.41,41 


120 NEXT: CLS 


320 


DATA 


energy. 4b4 . £3d 


130 LOAD"'": CALL *BES0 


330 


DATA 


liv»s r ibc, &3d 


140 DATA 3e.c3.2l.fe.be, 32 


340 


DATA 


timeij tcl . 1 


ISO DATA 16, bd, 22,17, bd,c3 


350 


DATA 


credits, 4c 9 r 43d 


160 DATA bC P 99 P Cd,3"? P bd P 21 


360 


PRIHT"Error. . . # 




ao| AMSTRAO ACTtOM 



CHEA T MODE 




Penetrate. Dominate. Conquer. Cheat* If you ve (ailed w master System Us 
BominatOF then rejoice betaus* PHIL HOWARD is here to save the world 
[m mortality is yours to help defeat the beast with an appetite for anything plan- 
et sized or smaller Tape Method 1 



1 " DCMINATOR tape 

2 by Phil Howard 

3 IHFIHITE LIVES 

4 'Amstrad Action Oct 89 
10 DATA 21 .16 . BD. 36, C3, 23 
20 DATA 36, 0E , 23, 36.. HE . C3 
30 DATA 9E t SA. 21, 17, BE, 22 
40 DATA 4E. A6.C3. 08. A6.DO 
50 DATA 2l.B8.Aa. 11. AB, DO 
60 DATA CD, 47, AS. 21, 2A. BE 



70 DATA 22, 61 r A9,C3 r E2 r A8 

&0 DATA 35,00,32,36, 07,03 

9C DATA 00,05 

100 y*=0 MEMORY 45000 

110 FOR X-&BE0G SHE 31 

120 READ a$:a=VAL( "i +a$) 

130 POKE x P a:y=Y+a.HEXT 

140 IF y<>fil3B0 THEN 170 

ISO LORD"&GK H 

160 CAUL. 4BE0O 

170 PRINT d-ata errar 1 • 




1 



Real Ghostbusters 






Do you wanna be a Real Ghostbustei? Get Lho&e linger* typing, because MIKE WONG has gout disk- 


busting and brought back the secret of infinite lives from the other side [Dssiq 


1 'RGB - Diflk 


110 


POKE 4BF07&80 


2 'An&trad Action Oct B9 


120 


POKE iBFOa . &4E 


3 Mikfi wonq 


130 


CALL iBEFB 


10 PRINT INSERT DISC. . 


140 


POKE £BF15,£3F 


20 CALL 4BB18 . MODE 2 


150 


CALL 4BEFE 


30 PRINT 1 DISC TO WOBMAL 


160 


IT n*2 THEN IdH 


40 PRINT" 3. INF LIVES" 


170 


PRINT 'DISC OK. . . ' END 


50 FOR n-4BEFB TO &BF17 


ISO 


DATA 21. 00.40. 11. DO, 00 


#0 READ *S :a^VAL( B 


190 


DATA 0*. 41 df . 15.bf.2l 


70 POKE n, a : c=c+a : NEXT 


200 


DATA Qd.bf .22,ab.40|C9 


SO IF C025S2 TBEM 230 


210 


DATA 3ea7 32 bi, SS, c3 


90 PRINT : INPUT « 


220 


DATA BO. 4# 3c,c0.Q7 


100 IF ttffii 130 


230 


print Error . ' • 



*ous 



Firebird's Ride Dangerous, explorer extraodi 
naiie, had belter change his came to Hick Quite 
Sale. Actually. MIKE WONG of Sale gives Use 
alternative lndy everything he could ever 
dream of. uihruie hves. bullets and bombs. Let 
the good times - and that ]aig* stone - roll 1 

itt. 

1 ' Rick Dangerous - Disk 

2 Amjstrad Action Oct 89 

3 Kik* Wong 

10 FQ& n^tBSeO TO SEEA4 
20 READ a$:w«VAL {"£"+*&> 
30 POre n.a c-c+a NEXT 
40 IF C03133 THEN 220 
50 FOfl n-Q TC 2 READ A? 
60 PRINT "Inf ";aSi" (y/n)' J ; 
70 INPUT 

80 IF AS- 'y THm 100 
90 POKE *BE96+n*3. 421 
100 NEXT 

I ID PRINT" insert RICK. 
120 CALL tJ&BIB :Ma>S 1 
130 CALL fc&ESO 
140 DATA 21. 00, 01, ll r 00. 00 
150 DATA Qe, 41 J df ,a2, bft r 21 
160 DATA 94, be. 22, 25, 01, c3 
170 DATA 00, 01, 3*,a7,32,e3 
180 DATA 89 . 32 . 35, 9£, 32, M 
190 DATA 9l,e3. SO. 50, 3e, CO 
200 DATA 07 lives, bullets 
210 DATA bombs 
220 PRINT' Error- . " • 




Did you follow last month's map for 
Bar tan an II to Diax's lair, only to gel 
chopped down in a few quick hacks? 
Feai not r fox hacking hero MIKE WONG 
comes to your aid with infinite lives, 
energy and the mysterious mega power 
What does it do? There's only one way 
to find out 1 I Disk J 

1 ' Barbarian II - disk 

2 'Jtantnd Action. Get 99 

3 Wike Wong 

10 DATA 21.00,40. 11 00. 00 
20 DATA 0*.00, £f ,0e. ©0 r c9 
30 DATA 3e r e0,07 
40 DATA INFINITE LIVES 
50 DATA 24, 6« f A*£, £1, 4*7 
60 EATA 24, 66,*af , 61 *a7 
70 DATA rHFTMITE EMERCV 
B0 DATA 23,72 P 27B, 50 59 
90 DATA 23,72,402, 50, 58 



100 DATA MBGAPOHER 

110 DATA 23, 72,l46,*b7, 4d6 

120 DATA 23, 72, 147, £91, £10 

130 FOR n-£GO00 TO &300E 

140 READ a$. a=VALf A '+aS) 

ISO POKE n,a: NEXT ; MODE 2 

160 PRINT INSERT BARB 2 . . . if 

170 PRIWT WRITE PROTECT OFF 1 

190 CALL iBBIS 

190 TOR nsl TO 3 

200 READ q$. PRINT qS; 

210 INPUT (y/n> 

220 FOR p=l TO 2 

230 READ t, s.a,b. r 

240 POKE 48005, t 

250 POKE 41007, a 

260 POKE 4B00C.43C 

270 CALL £0000 

260 x«44000+a 

290 IF a$- "y" THEN POKE x, r 
300 IF a$= ft THEN POKE x.b 



310 POKE 4B00C. £3F 

320 CALL £8000 

330 KEOT p,n 

340 ICPM * 





AMSTFtA O ACTION 87 



HACKiNG 



Insider dealing 



Part five of PHIL HOWARD'S 
series on the joys of hacking 
finds him with a bag of chips. 

I" 1 t always ama&es me - but then. I am easi 
ly amazed - how at the lowest levels of 
computing, hardware and software are 
piacncalJy indistinguishable, m that both 
retain the birthmarks of an earlier electronic 
theory Electronics never was my strong 
point, but it s true to say that the better you 
understand internal structures, the easier and 
irtoro loci j j j Li. s-:.:!! v;.lu' diid hard ware manipu- 
lations become I'm lucky to have Stuart 
McCoLl's hardware series running along side 
by side. It certainly is a bonus, since it lays a 
great deal ul Lhe ground work for many pro- 
gramming techniques. 

Right, that's enough crawling. This month 
we're going to have a bash at the keyboard, 
and that means stiaying into hardware terri- 
tory (not strictly my patch). But than, as 1 
said, at the lowest level it's all the same.,. 

Bag of Chips 

Inside the CPC. all merrily ticking along to the 
synchronised rhythm of the system clock, are 
a number of individual, off the shall silicon 



chips Each has been selected to perform a 
specific task, and for the most part they act 
independently The Central Processor Unit 
runs the show, crunching the numbers and 
interpreting the instructions. The 
Programmable Sound Generator creates the 
noises* while the Cathode Ray Tube 
Controller deals with the visuals etc In ocdei 
for the computer to work, though, there needs 
lo be some contact between these functions 
This is dealt with by the CPU, which commu- 
nicates by sending instructions out to the 
chips and getting information about the 
system back in from them 

These in and out instructions are the 
lowest form of language that you are like- 
ly to encounter and while it's essential to 
know that this is going on. its very much eas- 
ier to use the higher Level implementations 
(Basic Find ROM routine}, and not get person- 
ally involved. If you want to understand the 
full picture, however, there's a lot to be said 
for spending a little time and effort finding 
out not only the way they work, but also what 
they are capable of doing for you Some dam- 
age may be caused if these instructions are 
executed imprudently, so don't use them at 
random (just to see what they do). 

Basically each chip is linked to the CPU 



Rotten cheat! 

The Oliver twins' method and slyle in programming makes 
Biem, in my oplni on , the best of Ibe cheap ncheerfur teams. 1 V* 
Technical I y they may not be the most proficient operators in the \ V 
world, as I'm sure they themselves would admit but I hey seem to 
have an uncanny ability to anticipate what it is their target audience 
wants from them, 

Symptomatic of iheir craftsmanship are the passwofd-drfom 
cheat routines I hey build into rhetr games. I know, however, that they feel that revealing their cheal 
words shortens the lile ol their games. 

Bob Adams ol Welwyn Garden City (hi Bob!) has similarly indicated his concern mat cheals spoil 
games. " Although I am mainly an adventure fan," he wri1es 1 "I've noticed lhal my children stop playing 
a game once ihey have used a c heal on It " 

l am in two minds. On the one hand difficulty levels are often pitched rather too hard lor my liking, 

Anfeoi m but on the 0,her ,here m %om 9 am * s wWch really are ruined by cheats, 
i ;■ ,' : even if they are the exception rather lhan the rule. Do you remember 

^/lijM^ m J^^ \ Sorcmy, Total Eclipse, Way of the Expiating Fist? Having said l hat how 

■H^V^^M In ihe end it comes down to personal choice - . ' ^ » ^ 

^ "^Sft^l but of cwm * hal mem ther * m$ * be a choice. I P^^C-^gj^i 

! have long thought it would be useful if games wrii- 

W j ers cou ^ ' n Crwats which enhance play at all 

mmut^ML — 13 skill levels, complementing (fi e game yel allow! ng 

an easier version for the average player. Pte^^^l 

Wha! do you Eh ink? Write and give your views to: Phil Howard s A diw ^jL 

Cheat?, Amstted Action. 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1 EJ. jaBlKL^jclL^ 



and each other via a series of electrical con 
nections known as the bus (don't ask me - 
just read last month's instalment from Stuart 
McCoU"). which you can see an extension of, 
labelled expansion socket; sucking out of the 
back of your keyboard Bach chip has its own 
address, called a port, which is. as it were, its 
telephone number By sending data out to a 
specific port you can write new information 
into that chip. and. by receiving data in you 

can read what 




#A cheat lor the 
Oliver twins" 

Treasure istefltf Dt/ry: press Q.fl S C P aivd 
SPACE togeltwr to slarl. keep I hem pressed 
until lie disappears, rhen Z.X.M and K move 
location 



that chip is up to 

In and out instructions can be executed 
from Basic or from M/C code. You may 
rercembei las: ^.::\&".(; :i*:v; aata ..' 
to the Gate Array at port &7F00 and altering 
the computer s memory configuration. 

Press for action 

Superficially the keyboard is very strangely 
construaed: being split up into 10 blocks (0 
to 9) each having 8 keys (0 to 7), it can be 
thought of as 10 separate keypads, If you've 
ever looked at The key number diagram (6128 
owners have it printed on top of the disk- 
drive. 464 owners will find it in the manual) 
you will have noticed that the numbers 
appear randomly distributed This is due to 
the way the 10 X 8 matrix fits onto the rectan- 
gular keyboard, The key numbers are speci- 
fied by which block they are in. and their 
number within the block, using the formula 
Block No, times 8, plus the number in the 
block Thus; 

In block no 5. the 7th key (5x8+7). is key 

number 47 (spacebar) 

tn block no 0. the 2nd key (0x8+2). is key 

number 02 (cursor down) 

tn block no 2, the 0th key (2x8+ OK is key 



8B AMS TRAD A C TlON 



numbei 16{Clr} 

Information fiom the 
keyboard is supplied to the 
CPU by another chip, the 
Parallel Peripheral Interface, 
using chose same low level 
in and out instructions. The 
method ol accessing the 
data is rather complex, as 
the chip has to be net tip 
before use. ft as used 
for other things, such as 
reading and writing data 
torfrom the cassette, con- 
trolling the tape motor, acting as an auxiliary 
to the sound generator etc The Firmware 
Manual attempts an explanation, but in true 
Amsoft tradition, doesn't give much away So 
here is a brief run down 

The PPI chip has thiee channels A (Input 
and Output} at port &F400; B (Input only) at 
&F500: and C [Output only) at &F600; there is 
also a control for channel A at ftFVOO which 
tells the chip if the data will be in or out. 

The sequence to read the keyboard is - 

1) Configure data IN by setting bits 1. 4 and 7 
on the control channel., out &F700.&92 

2) Tel) the chip which BLOCK you want to 
look at on channel C out &F60Q. BLOCK 
(BIT 6 needs to be SET) 

3) Check if any keys in that block are being 
pressed on channel A.. IN &F400 

This returns a number that must be examined 

in binary to make sense of it; 

The bit number leset i.0> indicates which key 

is being pressed. 

ie, 

- 11111110= keyO 
11111101= key 1 

SFB = 11111011 = key 2 

SF7 = 11110111 = key 3 

SEF= 11101111 - key 4 

&DF= 11011111 * keyS 

&BF - 10111111= key 6 

S7F= 01111111 = key 7 
As I said before, this is a very complicated 
procedure and really only of interest to a com- 
merctal programmer, which is why I've 
explained it You don't have to be able to 
write this sort of code, just to know what it 
looks like. Keyboard/ Joy stick detection is one 




* Here s are for all you danced 1 
P*r\ bait Smuta \or fans ; pause, ihen lype 
HENLEY - now J J and C do Strang* 
Wings the ball... 



of the best orientation 
devices within a program, 
as you're always sure it 
will be there 

Might as well jump 

If the program doesn't use 
the jump blocks things get 
slightly more complicated, 
as there will be a custom 
built routine buried some- 
where in the code Finding 
that would be difficult if 
you didn't already know 
about accessing the PPI 
Chip with uVout instructions (at last!). 

The incidence of in instructions within 
most programs is very low. Sound and cas 
sette/routines routines do use % but there is 
very little input a game needs other than 
yours. A search through the memory for the 
instruction SED.&7B (In A.(C)), (or less usual- 
ly one of the other in instructions} should turn 
up the keyboard routine. If you can then find 
the routines start address, any calls :o that 
location will check a keypress. 

It just so happens that up until recently 
:hi - Olivdi twins' games have always used the 
jump block method. I told you in AA46 about 
the cheat words for Dizzy and so on. Lately I 
have had a chance to lock at the Advanced 
PmbaU Simulator and Treasure Island Dizzy, 
by the same authors. It is clear that they have 
changed to using the direct chip method, but 
have kept their built-in cheats (well done 
lads' i Afiei buying Fasr Food, however, sole- 
ly for the cheat, 1 find that there isn't one! 
Such is life Still, the game's pieity good. 

I've gone on a bit this month, so next time 
we will give the CRTC chip an outing and 
attempt to change your screen into a 
Spectrum - gasp, iust what you've neveT 
wanted 1 

Check your pulse 

Deep within the CPU lurks what is known as 
the system clock. It is a device which pulses 
at a regular speed - m the case of the CPC's 
280A processor at 4 Mhz, or, 4 million pulses 
per second 

Each instruction takes the CPU a specific 
number of clock pulses to process, so logical - 



• The- Dizzy pause rouline 

I right) call* to bSSIEjnd 
checks numbers pressed 
agamsi wtiai s $iot*d si 
[poinded 10 by u) (Numbers 
It^^ve^J I3Z 622. 
£1B, fc36. 132 t23 6 ID 
£34. fcJA md tfr > 



?4M DD 21 fl7 75 

7438 3E 18 

749A CD IE BB 

743D 28 14 

?43F »D 7E ee 

74A2 FE FT 

74M CC 3S 75 

M ^ **** 
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JR 
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CP 
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1244 *D 49 

1846 ee re 

1248 4F 

1249 ED 78 
124B 81 
E24C 4F 
I24D F6 C0 
124F ED 73 
12S1 tt> 49 

1253 84 

1254 3E 92 
1256 ED 79 

1258 85 

1259 CB FX 
125B ED 49 
12SD 88 F4 
12SF ED 78 
1261 61 82 F7 
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• PinbaH Sim .left;, is slight- 
ly [Jiiterenl. II us*£ she hard- 
ware port at IF6CC to read 
ihc keyboard, and has Ihe 
hey numbers buHl into Ww 
program. Port cPbOrj is 
*etaei«d at H24&; Port 
tfioo is selected al 412SO: 
then I he 1ft A. (C> el *125F 
sets the keyboard into. 



HACKING 



Key to cheating 

There are In essence two styles of M.C code 
programming on I fie Amslrad. The first 
makes use ol the machines built in facilities 
in the shape of ROM routines accessed via 
the lump blocks, They are extremely flexible, 
bul are for that reason slow and mainly of 
use to amateurs who want some help with 
basic M C functions, bul who aren't lenribty 
worried about the final speed of the program, 

The second style is to ignore the M C s 
routines, and write your own specifically for 
I he program. These lend to be less flexible 
bul suit the needs better. The benefits m 
vast increases in speed and efficiency. 

ii you have a program that uses the jump 
blocks {Ihey are in the minority}, locating 
where it scans the keyboard is easy. The 
ROM routine performing that function is at 
&BB1E (KM TEST KEY): all calls to &BB1E 
read a keypress. The method is lo load the 
"A" register with the key number and then 
call ABB1E, H the selected key is being 
pressed then on return the zero flag will be 
false {RESET), Looking through the program 
and noting all values in "A" when &BB1E is 
called will tell you which keys are being 
checked lor. 

But so what? Wetl, you remember origi- 
nally (months ago} I totd you that it is worth 
looking through programs tor built-in 
cheats? If you find the program Is scanning 
tor keys thai aren 1 in fad supposed lo be 
used, the chances are thai they are there to 
access manipulate routines not usually visit- 
ed. Such as cheats... 



ly. each takes a firing time to execute 
Individually the processing of these instruc- 
tions is timed in micro-seconds, but as a 
group, or program, the time taken soon adds 
up. 

Programmers mostly work withm very 
tight constraints of time. If a game runs too 
slowly then it is dull, so there is a trade off 
between what goes on and how long it takes. 
There is a constant battle to shave off those 
few vital micro-seconds which make the dif- 
ference between a bore and a vital averting 
game you'd rush out to buy arid play to death 

The CPCs umque internal ROM ioutines r 
excelled as they are, perform much too slow- 
ly to be a serious proposition m most comer- 
cial games The relatively slow speed and 8 
bit architecture of the 280 chip i$ tespomibte 
for limitation? when compared to games on 
the 16 bit Atari and Amiga 

Despite what you may think, and what 
others may tell you. an equivalent quality 
game on the CPC is in fact perfectly possible. 
Bul.. II.. Would,,, Play.., In, Slow,., 
Motion 1 • 

Fearless Pl.il continues to hack 
his way into the undergrowth in next month s 
Insider Dealing Don t miss it? 
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NEW ENTRIES 



And s til J new entries to Helpline come 
flooding ia - this whole page is dedicate 
ed to entries received just in the past 
month or so! It seems, too, that there aie 
more new arrivals to the CPC asking for 
help than ever before - which must be a 
good thing, Why dont you find yourself a 
pen-pal from this lot? - Steve 



Hflip wanted Jor Captain Blood, Wrigg^r Driller anil 
Dizzy: a Usl ol 125 poke*, fioin which you may choose 
live, ri yo« heip nie with a: least two of these 
Ross McClintock, 109 Crawford sburn Rd, Bangor. 
CouDty Down- N Ireland BTB 1BJ 

Help with Basic M.'Code: mJ3 debug programs Send on 

cape (for M-'Code, send as ASCI] source listing, on tape! 

Will write M-'Code programs AQ free 

Thomas JoJ I y, & Trinity Terrace, Corbr ido a, NorLhum 

bertand NE45 5HW 

* 043471 2S04. evenings only 

Basic programs wnttan loi your needs. Ser.d tape or disk 
with a PO for £1 

S. Ciddms. 31 Lul worth Walk, Merry Hill. Wolverhamp- 
ton, West Mid La rub WV4 4YS 

Advice wanted on selection ol suitable m:d: interlace, 
keyboard/synth ft software Also what* the tat to add- 
on devices hung on 6]2fi"> 

Derek Tallin, "Littlecroft," Stanton Rd, Forest HlII, 
Oxford QX9 IDT a 0BS77 3226 

Penpals wanted: 9- It 

Hadyn Hug nes, 15 Chart View. Ellingsnall Park. 
Wolverhampton WV4 6GN 

Two readonly adventwes (150 location*} in early 'Clas- 
tic Adventure 1 tradition. Only £3. 50, including pftp 
Bill Ctowi. 13 Bimford Rd, HLackbura BB1 8BC 

Listings and haste screens printed, ftp per page. Also 

will pnnt out Letters ftc 25p each Send SAE 

Andrew By Its Tweedm&unl, Lower Rd, HartLp. Eent 

Super Robin Hood and Varapue wanted - will buy or 
exchange Kelp on Dizzies. Wiz Ball and lots more pokes 
Paul Harris, 50 Stontdut Ave, Abbaydile. Gloucester 
GL4 m. * W§2 414925 i¥$ his sister wrote this for 
him) 

Type in any Type In dona AAt6 onwards {or from any 
accurate Luting) for lp per arte and debug program a; 
sar.e pnee Also addresses ol many important Amstrad 
companies 

Christopher Street, 43 ftidgedale Id. Bclscvei Der- 
byshire 544 6TX • 0246 €27135 altar 5pm 

Pokes to Xenons, Tempest. Light Force, Giand Prut 
Sim, Short Circuit, Thrust. Into Oblivion. Olhe ft Lisa and 
Combat Zone. Send 5AH tape ft 30p per game 
199 Ra wrath Um, Rayleigh, Essex SSS 9RN (- a nam*" 
wecrJd be aw -edj 

Basic procjiams wntlen (price on application}, pokes for 

aH games (send lerrje SAH ior details i 

Graham. S3 Qatland Gardens, Leads, West Yoiks LS? 

at 

MalbOTdus Software tapenjisk to 40p. Basic unprotected 
for lOp [tape-disk), fues unerased for 10p iBasic. binary, 



ASCII nasi only) If youYe written an M/C peog E can 
convert it to run from an RSX (bar command) lor IDp 
(disk only f - and lots o! otf.ei 5T. j13 {too htjcg to pnnt} 
Adrain Forbes. 37 Victoria Rd, Gourock, Scotland, PA 19 
IDF 

?m trying \o contact Mi D Wong of Yorkshire, but tVe 
lost his address 

Christopher Bowler, 21 S A Wrylhe Lane, Carshalfun, 
Surrey SM5 IAF (you're sure you dml mean; Mike 
svono. Chri§n 

Penpal wanted So share tips, pokes, games (Renegade 
Game Over and many more} All betters answered 
Nicholas Gee. 125 Cuckoo Lane StubbmgtOn. r'areham 
POM 3TR 

Lots ol help on Logo (advice, printout. 20p pes help 
Send SAE 

Vincent LabjR, BaJlyfceeHe. Mungret Limerick , Irela&d 

Need help on PiedaKn desperately - wjU pay for cheat 
modes or poJies 

N'ick Owers, 35 Bar Lane Staple ford. Cambridge CB2 
5BJ 

Wantadi AA22 and 30. Your (sensible) pnee paid 
J Dnkfp 44/4€ Kigh St. EawdfDe. Hr Goole, Humbei- 
tida DN14 SOW 

Please help: new 6128. know aothtog 1 Am disabled so 
cant get to classes etc 

C Ruasell. 57 irookiKIa Close. 5 Harrow, Middle HA2 
SAW 

Help 1 1 need Cyrus n Chess on diak; and Engash 
instmcuona to "Little Computer People 1 Yout (sensib^j 
offer pajd 

A Mahon 34 Gorsedale Park, Wallasey Metseyside L44 

9HS ir 051 630 4337 

Lisungs typed for ZSp peT 1 ,000 charaoers or 1 mode 1 
screen 26 lines. uxJuding pip. No M C Send tape. List- 
ings, PCVcheque to 

Paul Campbell, ffl Bailyvesui Grave, Ban^oT, Co Down 
STIS 2RL 

Heipl Fruftrated Vindicator desperately weds anaiiram 
solutions tor level 1 and passwords to levels 2and3 
Adam hTendJick. HilghUoots Clow, Sandybed Scar- 
borough SNA 

Holp on Ma:chdav IL Opetabon Wot/. EmJyn Hughes. 
Micropro* Soesai, Bun the Gauntlet, Batbarian If. Star- 
guaite and most latest games Disk backup, tape to dirt, 
Muhifac* Penpals wanted, overseas contacts very wet- 
come 

Y. Pang, 12 BheiogoW Way, Waliing^n, Surrey SM6 
MA 

Penpal wanted between 10 and H 

Sandip Rao, 76 Mellitus St, East Acton, London W12 

ODS v 01 749 5231 (between 6 34) S 30pm weekdays} 

Tape/tape, disk disk. capeVtiisfc. djsk/tape im I cJunk 
we get the itffti - od. 1 Send SAE, blank tape/disit clk-ji' 
disk one, send SAE £2 ft blank dtek to get 125 pokes for 
tape 

Carl Wilson, 64 Fiahponds Rd. Kftnilwortk Wsrks, CVS 
1EZ 

Anyone got an AA1 7 they're willing to jian with? Pen^ 
pais needed age 12 14 Ail letters answarad 6128 tmm 
Mark Berbezier. 47 Lakeen Rd, Intake, Doncaatai, 
South Yorkshire. DN2 5HB * 0302 323256 IS 9pm ( 

Wboie lutings, documents ft reports typed in for you> 
Anything prtnted, high guaLty results Quick, reuable. 



Lp per line send copy of text, blank tape (optional), SAE 
U J Hale. 8 Witcombe Close Kmsfswood Bnsiol BS15 
4KYn0Z72 6H9«7 

Tapes lot taping only 10p oi mil swap !oi taping, send 
SAE 

Phillip Senna 10 Jubilee Terrace, MiddJeton. Manch 
ester H24 2LU «ttl 6S4 S326 after 6pm 

4&4 owner wants fenaie penpal. 19* (photo ieqmied) 
Tony. 30 Fosres Cralt, Barnham &ognor Regis. W. Sus 
S6KP022 0JT 

Penpais . ■• ;. : r :.c[-:- :: 

wilhrjg to teach me M/Code i also have Cheats to swap. 
Gryzoi Metal Army, Aikanoid Zo.ns Target Renegade 
and more 

Thanh Truoog, 35 Stanley St. Durwood 2134. Australia 

Disk tocbsk: just send 5Qp |3 tor ill SAE. game and 
disk Also loads* Mduiace pokes send 5Cp phis SAE foe 
full list 

Brian Doyle, 16 Doyle Road. Turners Cross. Cork. Ire- 
land 

Maps lor copying - over 60 including Dizzy. Thrust, 
DniJex, Dark Side Efeokm. Trantot ft otness Send !Cp per 
map for photocopymg. Penpals wanted too 9 Can anyone 
gel me a good deal on Galactic Game? oi Kiugfc! Games 
2? Anyone wanna buy Laser Base? 
Anthony Tteacy, 60 Ruskin Rd. Ibngstnorpe 
Wortriampton NN2 7SY * 0S04 716067 

Help on Crazy Cars I & it K Mans«4j Grand Prut Twin 
Turbo va Typhoon, Baibanan n and mow Basic debug- 
ging- send tape, listings & SOp. Maps [or R Type and 
more Penpals wanted* 

Richard Corbin, % Lrater Court. Voakley Rd. London 
N16 DIE 

PenpaJ wanted, age \Q-U. 4W owner 

Richard Westwood. 23EA High St, Cbasetown WS7 

exH 

Help' Instruction leaflets wanted lor Ten Computer Hits 
Has 2 ft 3 by Beau Jolly 

E Hitchen 19 Wingate Ave, M u Igtovt. St Helena 
Mersey Side WA9 SLE 

Penpal wanted, l2yo Games like Padand. Op WotL 
Matchday IL Kootie Manager D, Arkanoid 0 and more 
2 Lilac Ave Beech Hill Wiuan WN6 SOU * m2 493211 
(a name would be a nice tfea p - etfj 

Penpal wanted lot 12 yo 

Gavin Clark. 2 Tbanmgton Court Farm Thanington 
Rd . Ganterbury Kent CT1 3KF 

Help wanted on Ikarr Wartiots - anyone got a poke or 
aotaething I couki use? 

Wart in Fan, Flat 6, 251 Brays Rd Sheldon, Birmingham 
BZ0 2UL 

Penpals please hn 14yo willing to send/receive on Mini 
Office U Also listings typed, lp per line. Send lape ft 
listings ft PO cheques ti> 

Paul Campbell 20 Bailyveiter Grove, bangor. Co 
Down, Northern Ireland BT19 2H1 

Penpal. 14yo wanted to share games, :;ps. pokes. Any- 
one got aji AA^ 

David Lee, Anugmor Rising Sun Harrow barrow Cjil 
ingtorv Cornwall PL 1 7 6JE 

AMX. Stop Press users 1 Send C3 and blank disk for 4 
pages of exc*3tern dip art and extra fonts L&iirgs print- 
ed 1 Qp per page (send tape/disk! 
James Ga r s i ri ■? Taliesin, " Rhodla Anwyl Rhudd la n 
Rhyl. Clwyd LLJ82SF 

Anyone got EKrnkey Kong (Ocean tape) u> seSl 1 
Colin Waien. 8 Woods ide. Dailly by Girvan. Ayrsbirt 

Help* Mew to 454 r seakug pan pals over 20yo 

S. NellL 125 Eli Bank Rd, Ellnam London SE9 1QN 

Maps lot photocopymg WiinaU Race v Tune Diuy Q, 
Game Over IL Ghost Hunters. Platoon Send 25p ft SAE 
Need help on some games 

Stephen Curab. 14 tfightaes fid. T.liaendtn. Halifax. 
Weit ¥o[kshiteKX2 8TF 




A A BUYERS 




This is the place to find what software and 
hardware is available for your CPC We list 
programs by category, and provide produc- 
er; phone number; price: issue in which the 
item was reviewed: and last but not least, 
a brief description of the program s features 
and. where appropriate, shortcomings 

But don t take our word for it: if you re 
in doubt read the orsgmal review before 
you splash out. and make sure by asking 
the person you're buying from that it meets 
your particular needs. Best of all is a 
try-out. if you can find a friend who has 
what you're thinking of buying. 



WORD PROCESSING 



Brunword 6128 

B running Software ? 0245 252854 
£16 50 tape, £25 disk • AA?A 

40 or ED cqjujtjl mode fpeU ctecter loaded inlo n&t MtitQ 
nf Suitable foi expanded 1ZSK machine* Superscript sub 
$aipt«fSecu«i-«Mn Induce* bitali* Available as 
Junior BruflWtfd ax £12 9S m sltfuly cui down vercaon 

Pendown 

Logolran * 0223 323656 

A complete tutorial in the theory and ptrt* l£c oE word pro- 
cessing - e's area! Sun too Open svtfejn owing much >6 
expensive DTF packages 

Protext 

Arnor trff733 6S9» 

£19.95 sape, £26 95 disk, £39 95 ROM • AA3 

Lbgtotmng fast on all tasks involving screen True merging 
from wpuace fil«* and tjiilti to the cursor poniion a way 



Pyraword 



Discovery* 0742 753423 

£14 95 tape £17 95 disk • AA 18 

Surxlar in use w DscoverYs ftradev ft Joadsa profile of 
mis primer codes and character «l Word counting 
changing dasfc drives etc - Twusefcwjung" laste - are 
handilf located Uie» n^moty of 128X rrmcttuies 
for s^Moirngpfuuetfdrar^ 
fife rnsrcjinQ is LTfipMSL&h? 
control keys are odd Mat gins fctfi.. 

ihan BOcoiunms though ^ „ . _ 

placing a primer oonuol cbar- AuHl^L~« L*' 3( 

-w;iei ai foe nghfi band side 
atom widei documents co be 
printed 




and Frtfexr supports standard CPC R£X i bite DISC TAPE . 
CAT etc ROM version is excellent Bad points maiim-im lite 
spac* limbed 10 machine memory - aft>ui 22Kon drsx. 36K 
to the BOM vernon As usad byAA d thai t my EftnnuwR- 
&trt^damanfiwe?i&JO 



Tasword 



Tasman Sol t ware * 0522 4388301 

464 464D 6] 28 £1995 tape £24.95 disk # AA1 

454 is the tape bwd msm (the same as Anwwojdj 464D 
rraenh^mmefltefaEadtifediiVB Gil&mafces full used a 
"5! 28 s ema dmrukv The Laswi pan include nwEmeige CacUi 
ev Easy to get. to know comprehensive iwlp screen Screen 
operations die iJotv. bu: may be customised (or greater 



Wordstar 



M iciopro Ctunana * 0483 6716*6 
£49 95 disk (CPM)tJUl 

Files can be as big as the space available a ptctfewio&al pro 
gTriijn with r.uge manual and a layout like mission control [f 
you wani a function it is in there somewf.ere tfo: fast 



PRINTERS 



Afanufartijrers .'eramjneoded nrtaiJ rprjtfs are kflrtf 4$ 
cJUfd*4ne* r iwt heavy dacounu are- otfered by itfAtim 

Amstrad DMP/2160 

" 0279 454555 

£149 including VAT • AA6 

Lnad throuq h [ron^ printer mux be abova panei bul Joading 
continuous stauonerv ta easy Pooe NLQ mod«. £5 (or TLbboru 
Uw prK^ed lathei thnn it hajgam 

Amstrad DMP3160 

*0279 4545S5 
£199- VAT# AA29 



Similar to but faster than DMF2 160 Accept* au IBM and 
Epson prmhng codes NLQ w bm kwling svsiem Good buy 

Amstrad DMP4000 

n 0279 454555 
£349 - VAT t AA20 

A rear ten ciiuidwr Wjtte carnage, and mtly tbes aow tfti 
paper, up to anoui ZDG cps fin NLQ about 50 epe) Fflfiitt avaU 
abac stanrlard 9 ptn Pica, Eiite enndenstd - but they M 
cbUercnt. rather than |ust ad;.uil«l spacing for th@ saw ctaf 

Amstrad LQ3500 

i:Q2?9 454555 
£34B + VAT#AA31 

Cheapest 24 -pic primer Pape? SoarM Irqp Lh^reaj - iwie 
brneamfiiimmg 30qjs jn leitw quality node, and C cps al 
draft Print qualrt? eice^ni pleiuv difleieni ivp^slyles 
budim NanuSrrafa^ 

Citizen 1 20D 

» 0800 282692 
E199-VAT»AA« 

Dimensions 3 7 kg*, and 37Qmir, s 90mm x 233131m. Draft 
quality is dotty, ai^d poor, bu: NLQ ls sharp and simpte. A 
quiet beast, with cable to the oompuier oonnected on the 
side Manual jrvclgdes a complete written bceakdown,_Ql all 
the printer oontrol enmmnds, ^nd tiieir e(Eects 



Epson LX800 




• 



» 01 302 8892 
£279 * VAT • AA29 

Vefyfwt fw9pm CcnUd pan*) to strfe s^iectne. ana 
Epson coreiuuble R»v*tm wading ihfeis »equ!f*s <««. 
though 



Epson EX800 



01 902 8892 
£629-VATfAA29 

Upgrtdahte m 10 S ways - cut siteei ttoli s«iaJ poru ior^ger 
Life nnfMiis QuieL with resriectaht* printing sp«ed Sans 
Senl-Koinan SLfl fonts Lncarpotatect Camot panel to sekct 
font* - just the same font with different spacnga 



Epson LQ500 



^ 01 902 8B92 
£399 + VAT • AA29 

Feature* galore and prwe to rrutch Handles botb Sins Set if 
and Raman tfvte* of KIQ tor ui«tarwe Cotoui-pnming 
upgrade Jen avajiable U pin ptmiei offering «xceUeriT quahiv 
priLting ControL panel to select 2rDtn many availaMe lorxu lie 
:he same foni at djfierem widihsi 

Panasonic KXP3131U 

tr 07S3 731S1 

£335.25 riiscont • AA2? 

^aptucs ino trend v sawn dumps) and if wan: ii'flv?.: 
m feave to plug m achffeieni Diabbw^tinieoiw 
Not quia 

Mannesmann Tally MT81 

o 0734 788711 
£149 * VAT • AA43 

Dimensions 7ftmnx i 100mm x 26&mm. weight. 4 5 Rgs 
Prints Epson and EBM graphic? Draft mode print quality is 
good stjucire pnnthead pinspui ink onw greater aroai The 
primed wpui is more ornate than the Ciuzen Mar.ual If 
superh bui faJI.fi down .n iailmr; to e^am control oxle« fos 
that you have to buy the applications manual Cena.nJv a 
vw flood fruv 
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U ^ toTJMdhjlep&dK^tjcrn Mm Off^eHisto^ou 

mmaWHHHKHM Hemntfeihty cheap for 

H word procGSBor, dauhaao 

I ind fpreadiheef , plus 

I oomms soUwana and 

I mm. P adugmg ind rJoc- 

I umentfliLon m gwd, msd 

^^^^^^^^^^^B pEDgriED.1 work tn A nwnu 



AA BUYERS 



Panasonic KXP1081 

* 0753 7318] 
E219 *VAT • AA29 

SLfciia: :a DM?2fflC.2lK' chunky. 9 pu». 10 mdi callage 
inC earnpa:LbLe vt\\t\ Epson codas Thorough M manual, 
good NIC TOde - better than DMP - and condensed. dials 
and NLO modes. 



Star LC 24-10 

■ 01 m im 

£389 + VATfAA47 

A Iow-ooh 24 pin, 10 ifldL SQ column Leuor Quality 
prtnier: 8 lesideni fonts, aE operate from the Irani mo- 
icol panel and 3 prinL vanztwas, See the pin in ttas 
issue, page 22. 




Star LC-10 



*01 845 1800 
£22*299 * VAT • AA32 

Fust pi ice ls foe standard den mu« printer Fonts setected 
by button, rather than typing in fiddly control code Second 
price js iai relatively u^rpensive colour mode2. Uses muJ-j- 
coJcKir rihbon to produce diflereni mixes, Uioiigh there are 
currently no commercial programs to lake advantage o! Tics 
capability that see ihe Colouidump review xi AA45 page 
24) 



I INTEGRATED 
PACKAGES 



Info-Script 



B running tr 0245 252854 

£46 disk • 123K/25SK only t AAM 

Billed as the 'mr.piele database with worcl-piooMSM and 
spelhng checks: " its beet with 2WK Well set up. easy 10 use 
and allows ior changes m layout and content Mamaj couid 
becleaie: 



Mini Office II 

Database m 0625 878688 

£tU5tt|t« 1 £19.9Sdi£k«AAG 

Astonishing 
cheap word proow- 
sotf. duiftbttft, 

graphics, cditiffli 
and label printer 
aJt-m-ftnfi, it's can- ^ 
tmuwtic sell, and 
s«LJ and §eil. Not 
1 . j speaficaLcai 
but at this ptn 
who's compiairujic^ 



V 



v. 



/ 



Protext Filer/OHice 

Amor n 0733 68909 
Oi9&£34.95disktAA34 

Lteushase thjt wo:k5 mmTcrtacvV with PtQletf has powerful* 
son jig options and comprehensive invoice punter Can be 
slow, bui good value 



EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 



Amstrad Selection 

Fernleai Education u 9474 359037 
£25.95 disk.- tape # AA32 

For age range "7 lO 12- Eig^pcograms - mcludingfTetcher's 
Casde. iVfajAer Ses£ 7?w Peffume Huj1u?i: TTfjeJtoiders Ferry 
Captain, Tieasw* anc Thoi-n Sea. 

Arc Master Pack Plus 

Arc Education * 0472 312226 
MB disk • AA32 

A massive pads of 70 programs Juiuor. Primary, a 
parent'duld advenuiie. DR Logo and word games Each set 
available at £9 tape and £12 disk Weil presented with pood 
graphics. leasooaDif mustcal mm and plenty ol options 

Kosmos 

Kosmos * 0&25S 3942 

£9 95 tape, £13 95 disk* M32 

Answes Sack Junior Oiazlejs you either answer the ques- 
aon ; nialce a choice ft am a nunttwr of options, ct uy whether 
sonetiung a true or false There's also J=tafa> 5ft?. sets erf 
additional quenwna for die program aniluiwuc spe Jhng 
scon anci na:uial history 

The otter range from Kosmos. vocabulary tutors in 
French. Spantsh. German and {ulsan 



Funschool 2 



Database Software u 0625 B7BE8S 
£9 95 tape. £14.95 diskl AA43 

So rare is i: ".lid", educational reftwdie gels .mu is* cbails 
thaL Li made the 
news pages o( the 
waaWy computer 
psess Actuary 
there are trjee 

here itndetspcftS, 
sn do eights and 




Wordhang 



Bourne Education s 0794 523301 
£9,95 tap*; £14.95 disk tM32 

Qne of B^nws range often programs Other? include 
Hvppy Letters. Numbers and Wlriung tall InEanti . T^ouaun 
Oae.-Tiivoand Map Ratty (all Juiuh). and lbs fflraUGM 
Owjaiwyand fhywes Bmfjon (Senior), 



I BUSINESS/ 
ACCOUNTS 



t See also PendDWL .n 



Protest Office 

Amor* 0733 68909 



£34-95 • CPM*, 61ZS only ■ MM 

Requires ftoteH and ^jw^ionm InJarmM»A infnrued 
using Prcm?jfi MaJ merge templates induded. aad vety weli 
mipLemented invoioe printing feature A genuinely usefd 
tRMteP svsiern. 

SD Microsystems range 

SD Micfosysiems * (M62 675106 

G«aeial Ledger • £19-95 1 -4-432 

Sales LavDioei Pack • £19.&& # AA2S 

Small Trad&rs Pack • £24.95 1 

Stock Accounting System t £39.95 1 6128 only # 

AA32 

SD Microsystems Jiave a range d quaioy auaii bsisuiess sys- 
tems Consiiii original levwws far in-deptt €i+--aiiit!ons stf 
what each does and how it ciiJers tjom L*ie o±£ " ^ oi benet 
s"iJ. nng tJiem and ask. 



DATABASES 



At Last Plus 

Rational Solutions ~ 056€81 511 

E39.M • CPM* ,128k naachines only • AA30 

PowestuJ" deve3ope4l inlc risers requaEmenls. Dala capacity 
restncied only br disk sizf &n □ sphtting tekb uato snuOa 
eleawniA possiWe- Fiinied output impiessive Bedy process 
i nc 

Masterfile III 

Campbell Systems = 0378 77762 
£39 95 CPM- • ArtSO 

Wiihp^em/cMdRCQf^ 

iecc:ds . saving space and um Saeen Uyouls and wpxx 
menu selected ; not Id! laint hearts, but good Jesuits 

Random Access Database 

Minerva Systems * 0392 437756 
£29 95 disk* AA6 

40« 80 coimnfa screen Good n^tbernaocai wxi suing opera- 
\ms RarkdoRidisk scoes54ng gives speed and power 
fSeealsulnio-Scnpt m 4 ln:otjja + ed P«4*jes 



SPREADSHEETS 



Mastercalc 128 

Campbell Sy^lems » 0378 77762 
£33 disk • 12BK machir.es § AA4 

Can stow two pant o! spread*!^: as once Includes 
notepad and calculator Easy lo use. but the tnaUMMUcfil 
Jofiiiuto only fxnsM of tte 
ffia-.vs drnvn as more data 15 entered. 



Matrix 



Audiogenic Software f 01 S61 1 166 
L14% disk • AAlfi 

Uses disk 10 store dau - so good capacity on she plus side, 
felt poor speed on Tiie ntmos side Graphic options extstot. 
Onscreen prompls rare making it hard a! lira. Calculating 
powej good 



Supercalc II 



AmsoEt Sorctm " 0277 23D222 
£49% CPM* • AM 

Fust class dooinwntJtaiii. Calculations can be ofrcernunative 

per joined «: whffiber or not ocUscoitenif raaicii given 
eaJue Excellent help prompts and arnhmetK funcljons 
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A A BUYERS 



Cracker 



New Hai Software * 0277 2295Q9 
E49QQ disk CPM* • AA% 

Spreadsheets must be created 
from scratch Documentation 
good, comrnand sequences soon 
Jeained Mathematical Junctions 
wel] done, with random num- 
ber catered Jot Files limited to 
171 - and formulae program- 
iruing not wel jnptetneffied 



I SOUND 



Amdrum 

Cheetah • 0222 555525 
£34.95 • AA13 

Digital dtum machine Editor cwapjeriensjve Noi Midi com- 
patible to heat output yon plu^ r inio amplifier 

DHCP Midi Interface 

DHCP ■ M40 61207 

£69.95 interface, £34.95* disk s ware t AA33 

DHCP produce Midi software for various Midi interfaces I w 
CPC. which are UKQfnpaubte with each othes 

Micro Music Creator 

First Byte Software * 0225 765086 

£9 95 tape, £14 95 disk, £24.95 ROM t AA3& 

A music composer :hat lets you put staves and notes 
onscres; add play cone- back Accents cant be insetted. 
Though OtJaer side sample: to capture sounds from tape 
and play them through CPC. Excellent 

Miditrack Performer 

EMRnQ70Z 335747 

£49.95 interlace, O9.9DVEB.90 tape- disk s"w ( itc» 
AA13 

Mjtii interlace pigs sequencing software to drive Mid] 
equ rpped iniwiwiwMg Eteoocds cadi mtnMDtnt the n plays 
mem an at once Onscreen Jayout sumjai to muiu-tjack 
recorder EgceUent 

Sound Blaster 

Siren Softwares Ml 22S 1831 
E3499fA423 

Amplifier and pau o( loudspeaker tlia" plug :r.:o CPC ::: 
EiaiLmurr. 2 watts sound ellects 



Ram Music Machine 

RAM Electronics (BflJttlJ * 0782 744707 
£49.99 tape, £69.9$ dish t Mil 

AiJ id une music [Milage: M*ti in^rJaoft, sound samplffl 
and music edited . Sarapdei can handle one sample of ;ust 
av^ a second Midi condotJ&r software and mubCftli£Qf 
tsjuapf etHftsivt. No through pon, tbotbgft, so 464 users 
roust use, nape wsffsioti And you cant ecu! uve played 



^^^^^^ 


^ ] 


MUSIC MACHINE 


PJ 



The Informer 



Speech Synthesizer 

OK ironies (Duel) ■ 0732 744707 
£29.99 ROM 

Add-on produDng speech by RSXs loudspeakers suppled 
Cannot indude speech in pr&grr^ !oj someone else's CPC 
liacrtiQh Even so extent speech qualasy and nine 



VISION 



AMX Art 

Database * 0625 87BBBJ3 

£69,95 disk (includes mouse) • AAV 

User fnersdSy. if bttle unsophisticated compared *.o Advanced 
All StudM. bulmo-s* r.Glps grea-Jv Cco'ir spray cans, tex 
tur« circt« and host of c.her E9stL:es 



Cherry Paint 



Siren SoItwaTG it 061 22S 1831 
£9.99 disk • AAM 

WIMP nritnriM - le mouse moves pointer to various icons to 
pull <down menus B/W mode 2 only, but lun Curves are diffi- 
cult .toutthts is a bargain. 



Advanced Art Studio 

EEC * 0753 868866 
£2495 disk •AA21 

Hocenify revitalised this is lAeusertnendfy, best and 
most powerful in package works in all three modes 
Can cycle ifciougti rote, and cue and paste dij !«en: 
ireas. c;an^rmateorts and leHectiom Fill Eoutmes m 
coloured patterns Avatl^Le ds i sUndard vecsiosi foe 
£1535 




DART Scanner 



Darl Electronics o 0502 513707 
£7995 1 AA22 

Attach reading devtce bo your DMP2000. or 3160 Feed 
in picture to printer device reads in picture as B«'W imaae 
QuoiitY onscreen isn't amazkrig. bui it works and it's fun 



Treasure Island Software 1 0492 593549 
E29dWt#AA33 

For CiEaiing ammaM displays. duiUbble foi daswoom and 
top wind-Dw. tikes 'ext. graphics and uumated displays 
and produces slide snow. Works best but not urJy w]tn 
Paffouy Pfusfseebelowl 



CRL 

Image 

System 

CRL iff 01 533 29 IB 
• AA12 

Boasts range of pu 
rare man spulafjflftg 
and disbxtxms. 1m t 
ladcttnopuw Bast 
on fuutfttd pictujw - 
UnaotntQutflM 
box 



Parrotry Plus 

Treasure Island Soft ware ■ 0492 593549 
£19.95 disk 1AA30 

Kaiher ihan lots 03 esfects used anfivhere and ai any sune. 
Par;of/y ftus rernembeas every alcejaimn and plays ihtougb 
the Eisl lo crease animation Note: rani dump pfcclure* v. 
printer wkthoat external program 




Electric Studio Light 
Pen 

Electric Studio n 0462 420222 
464D £24.99, £14.99 ROM 1 612B £24.99 ROM 
only %AAl 

Excellent drawing software, Lncluding 
rubber banding stop** and fanes, 
filhng areas spray-can etc. 
Accepts BOftVfUt wtn 
:en Eos n 




Vidi Digitizer 



Rornbo Productions * 0506 414631 
£89.95 • AA1S 

Crabs piciure from video recorder qi camesa arid puts it on 
CPC sa^en. allowing you to after it with an package Easy to 
use Software on tape disk or RQJJ indudes supwb piint^r 
dump routine 



• Cor r«i ions, additions or idea* for sections lo to 
included are welcome. Drop a line lo: AA Buyers, 
Amstrtf Action. 4 Qti#*n 51 Bain BAl 1 EJ 



Midi Interface 

Silicon Systems v 061 84BB959 

CSS. 95 interface, £58-95 software t AA26 

Useless aJone, but aoliware you can use with it - QX7 

FB01.MT32, 
— D50andC2lOl 

- 15 0JW1SG 

SoItwBie 
piloes vary, 
and lack 
scntatkmof 
EMR 

awpiaooar. 
High perfor- 
manoe 
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Oh we did have a luverly birthday, thanks very much (pass the jelly and custard. Pat) 

Read all about it... all the competition winners! Read all about 



Crumbs, have we got a lot or compe 
titiosi winners to sort out! 
(Rhetorical {piestion \ OK, here 
goes... 

Lightgun Competition 
(AAA1) 

What games, we asked, would con- 
vert best for the Virgin/Mastertionic 
Magnum lightgun? Among an 
avalanche of entries, some were, 
em., interesting: Elite, Gaunter and 
Frank Bruno's Boxing, to name but 
three' Anyway, here s the ten win- 
ners who came up with sensible 
answers: each receives some heav^ 
dootr shoolm" irons for the CPC 
pardners Paul Clancy, Cork - WfesJ 
Bank, SDL Pmhibition: Neil 
Montgomery, Fife - Ifiti. Wesi Bank, 



Aliens John Bryant, Broad stairs - 
Hobocop, Platoon, Gryior, David 
Wilke Strathaven- ISO, Trivial 
Pursuit 3D Starfighten John Gordon, 
London - 3D Pool Space Harris 
Smglidet, Kwokwais Chung. 
Windsor - JToadijfasrers, Space 
Harrier, Leader Board: David Chew, 
Dublin - Prohibition, Iflft Aliens. 
James Howells, Pontypridd - The 
Train, SD/, Prohibition: Elizabeth 
Glyn Jones. Kew - Prohibition. 
V/esi Bant Space Harrier. Craig 
Prr/scne, Plymouth- SDf, 
Btastewids . Mourner. Nice ones, 
people, prizes with you soon! 

Skate Or Die (AAA!) 

We asked who wrote Electronic 
Arts' Strafe or Die? It was of course 



Michael Kosaka Stephen lundrum 
and David Bunch, The two winners 
of the complete skateboard outfits 
are DANIEL MAKtN of Leigh on Sea 
and TRACY HADLEY of 
Hurworth-on-Tees 

Pandoia giveaway 
fAA47) 

We asked you either to create a 
game concept which could he writ 
ten using Pandora, or to suggest a 
new feature Cot she program The 
following impressed us mightily 
Rowland Jack, Fen Ditton. 
Cambridge: D Williams, Orpington, 
Kent Fiona Rich ins, Iver Heath, 
Bucks; J Burton, Altrmcham. 
Cheshire; Nicholas Koutadis. 
Southampton: Anonymous, 



Aberdeen, Steven Cook mo relation). 
Sjlverston* Iain Cameron. Moray: 
Piyush Jethwa Leicester Dayle 
Major. Auckland, New Zealand: 
Steven Stewart. Preesall Lanes 
Andrew Stannard. Bridlington, Paul 
Carthy H ClonmeL Tipperary. Eire; 
Neil Montgometv. Fife. Scotland 
Sean McManus. Stevenage: Hans 
VanheHeniom. Belgium. Christopher 
Smith, Blackburn, Lanes; AJan 
Qgilvie. Roundyhill by Forfar: 
Shabaz Yousaf. Slough; and S 
Bonner, near Doncasier Well done 
all! 

• All unsuccessful entrants receive 
a E5 voucher off tie price of 
Pandora, 



Stop him - he's reserved hisself a copy of AA! 

UMW M ^» ^» m^kW ^™ <^kW m^mW Ml 

To the newsagent: Amstrad Action is distributed 
by COMAG 

Dear newsagenl, 

Please reserve me a copy of the November issue of 
Amstrpd Acti&n. due out on Thursday 12 October 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone number; 

If you re under 16. please get your parent or guardian 
to sign here 




Filler Comp #2 
(AAA!) 

0 Who helped us tidy the office? 
A. Step forward. Ahsdair Swanney! 

The first correct entry out of 
the hat and winner of a crisp AA 
tenner is CHRISTOPHER MURPHY 
of Tarn worth - the cheque s in Lhe 
post' 

# This months S jJJpj who :n cfte 
AA office tm the high score or? 
StunobL? A lenneis up loi grabs. 
write to, F:iler Comp "3, AA 4 
Queen Si Baih BA M£J. Comp 
ctoses end of October Get to iV 
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ACTION 

OFFERS 




BUY PRODUCTS FROM YOUR 
FAVOURITE CPC MAGAZINE. 



All the prices include postage, packing and VAT. You 
can trust us, we don't intend to leave the planet for 
quite some time! 



LIMITED EDITION COLLECTION 

For a limited period only we are offering the following two products to add to 
your Amstrad Action Desrgner Collection, 



THE ORIGINALS... 

AA BINDERS 

The fabbo AA binder is the ideal item 
m which to store your growing 
collection ol Britain's most popular 
CPC maua/intf! Holding 12 issues, 
this royal blue binder with gold 
embossed logo on side and front is 
an essential purchase for even half- 
serious readers. 

JUST £4.95 EACH 

Order Code AA2I7 

OR BUY TWO FOR £9.00 

Order Code AA2172 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 
ON 0458 74011 NOW 
OR SEE THE ORDER 
FORM ON PAGE 98 



T-SHIRT 

The amazing AA T-shirt is here! The sparky red and blue 
AA logo is printed on a white cotton T-shirt which you 
can buy for £4.99 in either medium or extra large 
sizes. Get this and you'll have AA even nearer 
y3„r -ear: :han ever before! 

JUST £4.99 

Medium 

Order Code AA361 
Extra large 
Order Cade AA362 



ALL OUR 
PRICES 
INCLUDE 
CARRIAGE AND 
VAT: THERE ARE 
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 




RED BINDER 

This smart Red Bmder with the 
Amstrad Action logo embossed m 
blue on the some and front, Holds \2 
issues safe and secure from 
dangerous sources . 

ONLY £4.95 

Order C?de AA417R 
OR 

£9.00 FOR TWO 

Order Code AMI 72R 



RED T-SHIRT 

A truly excellent red American T-Shirt 
with the official AA logo in three 
colours printed on the front. This 
summer wear yours with pride (and 
please the Ed!) 

ONLY £4.99 

Medium 

Order Code AA361R 
Extra Large 
Order Code AA 36 2ft 

OR 

WHY NOT BUY 
TWO T-SHIRTS? 
ONLY £9.00 

|ONE in white and ONE in red, just quote 
the Iwo relevant order codes!] 




ACTION 

OFFERS 



CALL OUR HOTLINE 
ON 

0458 74011 
OR SEE THE 
ORDER FORM ON 
PAGE 98 




PURPLE SATURN DAY 

from Infogjames 

The ultimate challenge, 
See your way through the most 
difficult contests with the prize being 
a luscious kiss from the Purple 
Saturn Princess herself, 

"There's so much to this game ftflt 
you'lt be ptaytng *l hke u& for 
mojifhs to come" 
AA Issue 4fl 

CASSETTE RRP £9.35 
AA PRICE £6.95 

Order Coda AA60Q 

DISC RRP £14,95 
AA PRICE £9.95 

Order Code AA601 



GERRY ANDERSON'S 
THUNDERBIRDS 

From Gramfslam 




AA 
DUST 

COVERS 

A set of dust 
covers provides a 
neat soluton lodust. 
tea and other potential 
computer disasters. 

These specify 
commissioned Amstr ad Action 
covers are made from high-quality, 
water (and coffee) proof PVC. They re 
coloured a gentle beige with smart blue 
trimming and matching AA logo. You can 
order a 2-piece set taiiar-made for your CPC 
system - just choose the correct order code from 
the list below. 




SPECIAL ACTION 

from Ocean 

The latest superb compilation of 
games from the masters of software. 

Ocean. 

ft consists of:- 
Ca plain Blood, S.D.l. P Daley 
Thompson's Olympic Challenge, The 
Vindicator and Driller. 



CASSETTE RRP £12.99 
AA PRICE £8.95 

Order Code AA602 

DISC RRP £17,99 
AA PRICE £12.99 

Order Code AA603 



HIGHLIGHTER 
PENS 

For bringing out 
those key 
phrases, 
there's 
nothing 
like 



2 PIECE SET ONLY £6.95 

Order Codes 

464 mono A206 colour -A209 
664 mono-A2IQ colour A211 
6128nwic-A2I2 colour A21 3 






'Calling 

International Rescue P calling 
International Rescuer 
Play the game and listen to the 
theme on the audio tape, Taken from 
the Gerry Anderson classic TV series 
you must attempt to $ave some 
miners that have fallen to the bottom 
of a shaft. Using your superb 
Thuntferbird range of aircraft and 
machinery, send the Tracy clan on 
ttiis dangerous minion, With three 



these 

embossed 
pens in red, 
yellow and green, 

THREE FOR 
£1.50 

Order Code AA266 



more adventures in:luding dashes 
with the infamous 'HkxxT- 
All the characters are here, including 
Lady Penelope wrth her pink Rolls 
Royce and loyal chauffer ur . 
Parker- 

'Thunderbrrds has the frmd of 
depth and long ter m appeal that 
J hnd really rewarding 
Steve Carey, AA Issue 47 

AMS CASS RRP £12.96 
AA PRICE £8.95 

Order Code AA295AC 

AMS DIS RRP £14.95 
AA PRICE £9.95 

Order Code AA295AD 



MONEY MANAGER 

From Connect Systems 

Money Manager is an easy-to-use 
system for recording all financial 
transactions, and for analysing them 
in a number of very powerful ways in 
order to facilitate sound financial 
management. IdeaJ for controlling 
small businesses, or for users 
wishing to Control their personal 
finances in a business-like way. 

• Full detailed statements, showing 
each transaction for any month or for 
the whole year. 

• Bar graphs, pse charts etc. 

• Standing order facility 

• FuJi telephone support 

CPC 464 {wrth disk drive) / 61 28 

RRP £29.95 AA PRICE 
£18.95 

Order Code AA291AO 




fas **■ 



MANAGER 





KEYWORD 

from Swift Software 

The dynamic word finder for home and 
business use. 

it's so easy to use. Just type in a word and straight away you'll be offered a 

huge list of alternatives. Then, using just 
the mouse, you can select a word that's 
nearer to your requirement. Or if it's not 
quite what you're looking for, just click on 
Search to see another set, more closely 
related to the new word — and so on. 

• Over 10 r 00C synonyms and antonyms 

• Nearly 1 ,000 main subject headings 

• Extra rapid word search 

• Can be used as a Thesaurus 

• Simple Operation 



ACTION 

F F E R S 



j 



UiER GUIDE 



RRP £29.95 

AA PRICE £19.95 

Order Code AA515 

(6128 or 464 with Ash 
drive and upgraded 



INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST 



CRUSADE from US Geld 

The man with the hat is back! 
A classic two fisted arcade game 
played on lour action packed levels. 
Whip Hie bad guys. ..as only Indy can! 
Includes a copy of the "Byzantine 
Crusader" which details the storyline 
and Hints and Tips is included in the 
software. 

AMS CASS £9,99 
AA PRICE £639 

Order Code AAS 11 

AMS DISK £14.99 
AA PRICE £9.99 

OrdfrCodeAA512 



STOP PRESS AND MOUSE 

Desktop publishing — doing page design and printing 
on a computer instead of the old cut-and-paste and 
linotype printing method — fs the boom area of low- 
cost computing. All the national dailies are switching 
over to DTP methods — and so are thousands of CPC 
users, to produce everything from newsletters to 
menus, from posters to invoices. 



ONLY £64.99, 

THE RRP IS £79.99 

If you order before 25th 
September it is still only 
£49.95) 

(CPC6128or464 with 
upgrade and dsfc oYrveJ 

Order Code AA6Q5 



1 



o 




ALL OUR 






3r 
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r &rnn T LASER SQUAD 
from Blade soft 

A game of tactics and violence 
accurately simulating tfie one-toflne 
combat of rebe) space marines. 
Superb flexibility and payability make 
this one of the most brilliant war 
games. 

"laser Squad witt have any intelligent 
aggro freak coming back time and 
time again." 

Trenton Webb AA Issue 49 

AMS CASS £9.99 
AA PRICE £6.99 

Order Code AAS 13 

AMS DISK £14.99 
AA PRICE £9.99 

Order Code AA514 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
SEE PAGE 65 
FOR SOME 
EXCELLENT 
REASONS WHY! 




INCLUDE 
CARRIAGE AND VAT - 
THEY'RE THE CHEAPEST AROUND! 



X-PRESS 

from MedwayyKkig 

X-Press for owners ami potential owners of 
Stop Press. There have always been 
limitations with programs running on 
the CPC machines, due to lacK ol 
memory. Now we can offer extra 
space and speed with this superb add- 
u r package . See full review, issue 48. 

AA PRICE ONLY £19.99 

Order Code AA606 



ISSUE 1-22 ■ SOLD OUT 

ISSUE 23 • £1.25 

Launch of WordProcessmg 
series. Utility Type-ins, 

ISSUE 24* £125 

Two years of AA! 
Exoba Word processors, 
Tas Sgn, More WIMPs. 

ISSUE 25-28 * SOLD OUT! 

ISSUE 29* £1,25 

5m top printers reviewed, 
Spreadsheets. 

ISSUE 30 * £1.25 

Discovering databases. How 
lo upgrade a 464 to a 5128. 

ISSUE 31* £1,25 

CP/M software section 
starts. Basic programming 
reaches part five. 

ISSUE 32 ■£ 1.25 

Educational software survey. 



CP/M on ROM. Word 
processing. 

ISSUE 33* £1.25 
Loads of hardware projects! - 
joystick, splitter, I/O port 
etc. Comms* 

ISSUE 34* £1.25 

SimuFabon software from 
space shuttles to bihe.. 

ISSUE 35* £1.25 

Joy ci hacking scrutinised! 
Buyef s guide to computer 
books. 



ISSUE 36*£1 25 

Micronet - worth it? Code 
Masters? Printer selection. 

ISSUE 37-40 * SOLD OUT 

ISSUE 41 * £1.50 

Databases for all. Hard 
drives, Pilgrim special, 
Batman, Jedi 

ISSUE 42 - £1.25 

VVt?c Le Mans arid Ait bourne 
Ranger reviewed. How to 
write a best seHer! Loads of 
Hot tips!! 



ISSUE 43 t £1.25 
The Amstrad Entertainment 
Centre. Citizen v Mannesman 
Tally Printers. Educational 
Software, the latest offer 

ISSUE 44* £1.25 
Joystick Jury. Barbarians I. 
Professional music 
programmers , interviewed . 

ISSUE 45 * £1 25 

DTP a new, cheap package 
reviewed. Massic AA Soccer 
Spectacular. Guide on Midi 
Systems. 



ISSUE 46* £145 
Forgotten Worlds and 
Storm lord, two brilliant 
games! Your best book 
guide. Whats really mside 
the CPC? 

ISSUE 47*11.45 

The Magnum lightgun. on 

trial. How to write a best 
seller, the Pandora package 
examined for potential game 
programmers. The latest 
Stock control update from 
SD Microsystems. 

ISSUE 48. £1.45 

DTP special, various add-ons 
reviewed in depth. Gemini 
Wing, Red Heat and Purple 
Saturn Day, all great games. 
How to create a magazine 
using your CPC, 



Expand your Amstrad Action Collection! 
If you're one of the thousands of readers who've joined 
Amstrad Action only recently, you'll want to catch up on 
some of the good things you've missed. Here's how to do 
It. We have limited numbers of the back issues listed 
below, which we're selling at cover price with post and 

packing free. 






ORDER FORM 49 



CODE 


DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


























TOTAL PAYABLE 





Please i&nd m& (he above it«m(*) from the Amstrad Action 
Special offer paps. 

Mak& cheques & postal orders payable to 

FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

If paying hy credit card .pie a h enter details 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE 



Name 



Address 



Method of payment [please circle) 
ACCESS - VISA*CHE(>U£ *PO 

Send this form plus payment to SPECIAL OFFERS, AMSTRAD 
ACTION THE OLD BARN. SOMERTON. SOMERSET TA117PV 



Date of Order 



Pi&aM* r+mtmbtr tti* pctt'COtte. It ft itttnftitii 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

New subscribers welcome! As well 
as getting your 12 issues posted 
directly to you from [tie printers, we 
have a unique Subscriber Scheme. 
Thrs is how it works: immediately you 
Subscribe we send you 120 worth of 
vouchers for our mail order section. 
This offer entitles you to a £20 
saving on mail order prodticis Irom 
these pages over the next 12 
months. For every £10 Spent you 
save U. Plus by subscribing look out 
for our up tolhe-mmute super duper 
exclusive AA Mail Order Update, 
which will be posted to you in the next 
few weeks. 

ONLY £17.95 

Order Code AA396 

OVERSEAS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

AIR-MAIL EUROPE £33.95 

Order Code AA397 

SURFACE EUROPE AND 
REST OF WORLD £23.50 

Order Code AA398 



Tel Number [H possible) 
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SPECTRUM AMSTRAD 

8.99 9*99 

SPECTRUM COMMODORE 

CASSETTE 



lf f s time for Beach Volley - 
let f s lake on the world! 

Itetir team travels the globe from London to 
Sydney challenging all comers in the latest craze 
ttiats sweeping the beaches. 

Fantastic action with variable service and pkay 
controls as you lob the defences, try a lightning 
reflex short smash to win back your service, jump 
block to defend your match winner 
This is Beach Volley ■ ■ ■ you may even catch a tan! 




Ocean Software Limited 6 Central Street Manchester 5N 
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